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COOPERATION IN TEACHER TRAINING BETWEEN UNIVERSITIES
AND SCHOOLS AT CENTRAL CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY (CHINA) AND
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Abstract: Building and improving teacher’s capacity has always been regarded as a crucial factor in the
success or failure of a strategy, an innovation and even an educational cause. Accordingly, Viet Nam’s
Communist Party and State have always considered education and training as one of the most important
national strategic policies and the future of the country. Over the past years, apart from certain
achievements, a number of challenges and shortcomings have existed in education and training activities
in Viet Nam; hence, the quality of teacher training has been negatively affected. One of the problems is
the way of cooperation in training between teacher training institutes and schools. In this article, we
present experience in the training of teachers at Central China Normal University (China) and limitations
in cooperation for training teachers in Viet Nam at present whereby some solutions are proposed to be
implemented in training and cooperation between Viet Nam’s pedagogical universities and schools in
order to meet the requirements of the society.
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1. Introduction to Central China Normal

University, China

The Central China Normal University (CCNU) was
established in 1903, in Wuhan city, Hubei province. It is
a regional comprehensive university under direct
administration of the Ministry of Education of the
People’s Republic of China. As one of the universities
included in the Project 211, CCNU has been recognized
as an important educational institution training talents
for the country, as well as a leading teacher training
center for higher education institutions and high
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schools. The University comprises 25 member
institutes in the fields of applied sciences and
educational sciences, over 60 research centers for
teacher training. It is also one of the first universities in

China that have admitted international students. At
present, CCNU has academic links and cooperation,
namely research and academic exchange, with more
than 100 countries around the world, including Viet
Nam. With a high-quality teaching staff of nearly 1000
professors and associate professors, modern facilities
and optimized advanced training programs, CCNU is an
ideal destination providing a foundation for future
success to Chinese and international students. The
University is famous for a large number of training
programs, especially in educational sciences such as
biochemistry, law, publishing management,
experimental psychology, nutritional science, and
linguistics. CCNU is also one of the universities
assigned by the Government to train 8 national key
disciplines in China.

2. Partnership Model of teacher training at
Central China Normal University
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Since the early 1990s, China has formally pursued
the goal of developing a market economy, which
requires innovation and reform in higher education.
Most colleges and universities in China have
restructured and  reorganized their  education
management system in line with the market economy
and rapid development of information technology in
time of international globalization and integration. As a
leading university for teacher training and high quality
human resources for the country, CCNU has constantly
enhanced the efficiency of managing the quality of
education and training in accordance with the
development of the country to meet the demands of high
quality teaching staff for all school levels in China. In
addition to such activities as upgrading modern
facilities, updating training programs, developing new
curriculum,  combining teaching and research,
improving the living standards of teachers, CCNU has
facilitated its partnership with schools in the central
region of China, which is considered a turning-point
strategy in accordance with the current situation of
education and training in China.

One of the most prominent points in the reform and

innovation of higher education in China is that the role
of government has changed from “over-centralization
and bureaucratic control” to "macroscopic supervision
and coordination”. Accordingly, CCNU manages to
independently operate and develop based on its
advantages and conditions rather than relying entirely
on the governmental financial support. In addition to
accomplishing the assigned objectives and tasks, CCNU
has to complete key research programs and bid new
research projects for diverse sources of funding. CCNU
success has also proved that partnership and cooperation
in education and training is an effective method in
improving teacher training quality.
2.1. Cooperation between @ CCNU and
governments at all levels in the central region of
China to train teachers and governmental
officials and increase financial support to CCNU

Governments at all levels in China participate and
contribute to education both in financial and spiritual
support. Cooperation between CCNU and other
pedagogical universities and education departments in
the China central provinces facilitates CCNU
understanding of recruitment criteria for teachers at

various school levels, the needs of enrollment and
teacher training in the following years. Based on its
training scale and actual demand, CCNU set up relevant
annual recruitment target to improve the quality of
training. In recent years, the rate of admission to CCNU
has been relatively low due to the high entrance scores
and fierce competition to the teacher training major.
This is mainly because graduates of teacher training
normally get good jobs after graduation apart from the
fact that teaching is a highly respected career in the
Chinese society. According to annual statistics of
CCNU, the rate of graduates getting good jobs (after
one year of graduation) was 93% - a considerably high
percentage which could be an exemplary case study for
pedagogical universities in Viet Nam.

Regarding collaboration ~ with  governmental
agencies, CCNU regularly bids a number of research
projects publicly with large funding from the local
authorities. CCNU is also bidding for capacity
improving for in-service school teachers of provincial
departments of education. More importantly, these
relationships create opportunities for practicum for
CCNU’s pre-service teachers.

2.2. Roadmap for undergraduate of teacher
training major at CCNU

With a large scale of training, CCNU has
cooperated with many educational institutions, public
and private schools in the Central region of China. At
the beginning of each school year, the University's
management board holds meetings with local
authorities, especially representatives from provincial
education departments to build plans for cooperation
and request for sending senior students to conduct
practicum at schools under their administration.

After completing the first two years of professional
knowledge, in their third year at CCNU, students attend
pedagogical professional skills courses and join real
school hours at assigned schools. In other words, in
their sixth (out of eight) semester at CCNU, in addition
to taking theoretical courses, these juniors are required
to join team-working activities and observe classes at
assigned schools at the beginning of each week. In fact,
many juniors participate in group work with school
pupils at different school levels during their four years
at CCNU. This is the time when students get to know
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how to manage pupils, organize a team or a group work
activity, etc. Their performance and attitude in team-
working activities at assigned schools is one of the
grading criteria for evaluation of the high school
observation activity in the third year.

In their final year at CCNU, students attend a one-
year pre-service training (or practicum), divided into
two phases, at assigned educational institutions. The
first phase takes place in the seventh semester when
students work as teaching assistants, counselors, and
mentors for school pupils. Each week, these seniors
have to teach at least two classes at assigned schools
and attend a meeting at CCNU (usually on Friday
afternoons) where they can share difficulties, exchange
experiences and support each other. In the next
semester, they only does practicum at assigned schools
and writes graduation reports. At assigned schools, they
will be required to teach and manage a class under a
school teacher’s supervision. At this time, they are
treated as full-time school teachers who can participate
in all school meetings and extracurricular activities. In
addition, each senior student receives a financial support
for the practicum equivalent to 40% of the national
minimum wage regulated by the government.

2.3. Method of assessment for undergraduates
of teacher training major

Assessment activity is an on-going process during
the four-year teacher training program (from enrollment
to graduation). Like universities in Europe and Viet
Nam, CCNU applies the credit-based training system. In
the first three academic years, students study theoretical
subjects and their performance is evaluated using grades
and credit-based ranking. The percentage of outstanding
and excellent students in CCNU is fairly limited due to
its strict grading system.

CCNU students are highly aware of self-studying
and learner’s autonomy, so they spend on average 14
hours a day on studying which is possibly three times as
much as that of ordinary Vietnamese students.
Normally, CCNU students attend a 90-minute class and
spend 270 minutes self-studying on a typical day. Yet,
in reality, some statistics by students majoring in
psychology show that the self-study time of a typical
CCNU student is much higher than the above-
mentioned figure, and that 96% of those who were
interviewed said that they spent from 6 to 8 hours self-
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studying at the library. This is very common at CCNU
where the library is open all days (even at weekends).
Hence, the number of CCNU students going to the
library is extremely huge. In order to accommodate the
study needs of students, the library is significantly large
with over 2500 seats (excluding canteens, rooms for
group works) and is electronically managed. There,
students can search for information using library
computers, or check-in and check-out books, which
motivates their self-studying.

The assessment scheme for final year students
consists of three components: graduation report or
graduation thesis, high school observation assessment
done by the schools evaluating the students’ working
attitude and pedagogical skills, and evaluation by
students’ practicum supervisors.

Before their seventh semester at CCNU, senior
students are recommended a list of schools for
practicum. In the following week, a 5-6-day
professional training course is organized normally in the
last week of August each year. Participants include
senior students and supervisors for their practicum at
assigned schools. The content of the course is grading
criteria for evaluating the senior’s performance, team-
working skills, etc. The training course is funded by
CCNU and responding departments of education. The
supervisors (school teachers) joining the training course
will be given VIP cards for their meals and
accommodation at a 3-star hotel operated by CCNU.

After completing the training course, CCNU senior
students and their supervisors visit assigned schools for
high school observation and practicum. In the first
phase (seventh semester), the students’ assessment is
based on their working attitude instead of scores. In the
second phase (eighth semester), students start working
as pre-service teachers assigned to teach 10% of class
hours of their supervisors, equivalent to 2 lessons per
week. In addition, they have to teach 8 lessons of their
choice under observation of both their supervisors at
assigned schools and lecturers at CCNU. These two
evaluations are completely independent and become two
separate grades. Also, in this semester, students are
required to write graduation reports whose themes are
possibly relevant to either their experiences during the
practicum or their professional knowledge. (Vietnamese
students have these assignments as well). During the
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process of writing reports, students contact their
lecturers at CCNU for supervision and complete the
reports by May. After that, they have to inform the
training institution of organizing a session for
presenting reports.

The most prominent thing in the practicum and
writing reports is group work requirements. The
students are divided into groups of 2-3 students
supervised by a school teacher. In addition to working
as a pre-service teacher, students are required to work as
cameramen to record all of their teaching hours (and
burn into CDs) so that they can later review for self-
assessment, identification and correction of their
mistakes. Moreover, all CDs, considered as a kind of
practicum diary, are sent to the training institution upon
their completing the practicum at schools. CCNU
lecturers then use these CDs as materials for teaching
methodology and professional pedagogical skills.

3. Overview of teacher training in Viet Nam
from the perspective of cooperation between
universities of education and schools

Through research and practical teaching experience
in Viet Nam for many years, we have found that
education and training activities of professional
pedagogical skills, especially practicum - an extremely
important step in the process of teacher training at
Vietnamese universities, still have a number of
shortcomings as follows.

Firstly, pedagogical universities in Viet Nam have
not yet developed a standardized theoretical framework
of teacher training including both personality and
pedagogical skills. Most pedagogical universities
principally focus on teaching theoretical or academic
subjects rather than providing a standard role model
teacher. Perhaps, the first and also the last perception of
a role model teacher for students to observe and follow
is their university lecturers whose image has gradually
become “distorted” and “ugly” as a result of the
development of the market economy. In addition, the
current teaching methods, content and activities in
training pedagogical skills are relatively simple, not yet
designed as a skill-based system or a suitable training
procedure. Accordingly, the current assessment for
pedagogical practicums has not been based on specific

standards yet rather arbitrary. As a result, the creativity
and activeness of students and the sense of
responsibility of supervisors are not strongly motivated.
The practicum content has not modeled steps, stages
and the entire process of pre-service training into a
standardized system, which otherwise would not only
help students follow easily and do self-evaluation but
also gives supervisors and administrators specific
criteria to evaluate the students’ performance more
precisely and objectively.

Secondly, the current cooperation between
pedagogical universities and schools is weak. This
partnership only takes place on the macro level, not
intensively , so it has not been effective yet. In fact,
most pedagogical universities in Viet Nam seem to
neglect their responsibility for closely supervising
students in their practicums at schools and just give
students words of encouragement after completing their
tasks of recommending schools for the practicum.
Students have to be responsible for all activities on their
own under the supervision of a school teacher during
the practicum. The second supervisor (university
lecturer) usually visits the schools once or twice to
collect general information without a specific and
regular plan for the whole practicum period.

Thirdly, the connection between university
lecturers, school teachers and students is relatively
weak. There is hardly a real connection or regular
meetings between the two partners of teacher training —
pedagogical universities and schools. It is very likely
that the second supervisor (university lecturer) plays an
ambiguous role in their students’ practicum. In fact, it is
easy to see that during the practicum, they are seldom
present at schools to exchange professional knowledge
or to evaluate the students’ performance. This situation
is probably due to the lack of a specific and obligatory
mechanism of cooperation between university lecturers
and school teachers.

Last but not least, the duration of practicum in Viet
Nam is too short. The eight-week pre-service training is
considerably inadequate to do this extremely important
job - educating future generations. The practicum is the
most suitable time to generate various positive and
valuable experiences to senior students of teacher
training major. It is a truth that the students’ passion and
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serious pursuit for teaching as a career are shaped in this
short period. Despite having applied the credit-based
system in training, most pedagogical universities in Viet
Nam still focus on theoretical and academic training
rather than innovating the teaching methods and
perceptions, putting students under the pressure of
“achievement disease”.

4. Recommendations to strengthen cooperation
in teacher training at Vietnamese universities:
lessons from Central China Normal University
(China)

Strengthening cooperation in teacher training
between pedagogical universities and schools is an
extremely urgent and necessary requirement for
education reform and international integration in Viet
Nam for the time being. This partnership is highly
effective with double benefits such as utilizing the
training environment, reducing the cost of training,
enhancing the reputation of universities, etc. However,
the current situation of teacher training in Viet Nam still
faces plenty of drawbacks to be solved. Based on
researches on the training mechanism at CCNU in
recent years, the following recommendations are
proposed with reference to the analysis, the benchmark
and evaluation of the current situation of teacher
training in Viet Nam.

The first suggestion is developing a mechanism of
cooperation and partnership with mutual benefits
between pedagogical universities and schools in Viet
Nam. First of all, it is necessary to restructure the
cooperation mechanism between the two partners.
Universities need to organize meetings with the local
government and education departments to build a
particular sharing mechanism, i.e. sharing training
responsibilities  and  difficulties. Accordingly,
universities and governments at all levels from central
(Ministry of Education and Training) to local (local
authorities and educational departments) should agree
on a particular financial support for school teachers
working as practicum supervisors, the duration of the
practicum, and grading criteria for assessment so that
they can reduce financial difficulties and shortcomings
mentioned above. It is necessary to regulate the
functions and missions of university supervisors, school
supervisors and students.
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Secondly, the practicum duration should be longer
as it is considered the most important subject for
students’ graduation consideration. As mentioned
previously, the current practicum duration of
Vietnamese students is too short as compared to that at
CCNU ones (over 1/3 of the CCNU high school
observation period and 1/9 of the practicum period, not
including the period of visiting schools before the
observation and practicum periods). With the
significance of the practicum, it is absolutely essential
to increase the amount of time to at least one semester
of the academic year based on the conditions and
operation of local schools.

Thirdly, the grading scheme for practicum
assessment has to be developed to include multiple
criteria for more accurate results. The practicum
evaluation method should be revised by dividing the
current assessment criteria into clear and specific
components such as working attitude, level of
completion, team-working skills, class management
ability, professional knowledge, teacher’s personality,
and pedagogical skills. These innovating criteria have to
be communicated to university lecturers, school
teachers, and students before the practicum begins so
that they can fully understand evaluation criteria and
minimize the “achievement disease”, contributing to the
improvement of the training quality and enhancing the
university’s brand name. Moreover, the assessment
components should not be totally given by school
teachers as usual, but 20% of which should be given by
university lecturers and 10% of which by school
professional groups in order to ensure objectiveness in
evaluation.

Fourthly, the standards of a role model teacher
should be developed. The model teacher’s personality
and professional requirements need to be standardized
based on current demands of the Viet Nam society. The
first group of standards should regulate the teacher's
personality and morality. It is necessary to permanently
dismiss disqualified teachers, and strictly discipline
those who violate teachers’ morality. Also, it is
important to enhance professional knowledge and
nominate teachers for advanced training as university
lecturers.

The fifth recommendation is investment in aiding
facilities and equipment for students’ professional
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training and practicums as education reform requires a
major investment. At present, the pedagogical
universities and colleges in Viet Nam seriously lack
modern and high-tech facilities for teaching and
learning, and the current facilities are seriously
degraded. Compared to pedagogical universities in the
world, it is difficult for Viet Nam universities to keep up
with their quality of training. In fact, CCNU, as an
example, is totally operated and managed by an
electronic management system through the fingerprint
and video recording system. The library is so modern
that it is easy to exactly know the number of students
coming to study and search for documents through the
video recording system. CCNU students do not need to
contact librarians for checking out books as in
Vietnamese universities. That the lighting system and
automatic air conditioning, reading rooms and group
working rooms are all upgraded and connected to the
internet, etc. motivates and facilitates students to study
and do research.

Last but not least, funding for school teacher
supervisors should be regulated to motivate and enhance
their sense of responsibility. Today, there are not many
benefits or support to school teachers in the weak
relationship of training cooperation between universities
and schools, so their supervision is not always effective.
Thus, it is important to provide financial support and
higher wages for school teacher supervisors and to
include supervision as a required task and evaluation
criteria for the yearly assessment for the quality of
school teachers.

5. Conclusion

Teacher training is the key task of pedagogical
universities which is clearly defined in their mission. In
order to accommodate such a respected mission in the
context of education reform, universities are
recommended to constantly renovate and improve the
quality of training. Apart from accessing new
knowledge related to the disciplines, pedagogical
universities should enhance the quality of professional
training for students. In addition, it is essential to develop
the mechanisms of strong cooperation in training and in
the process of sending students for practicums at partner
schools. Moreover, building and perfecting the grading
scheme and components for pre-service teachers’
evaluation, and investment in facilities for teaching and
learning are other recommendations to continuously
boost the quality of teacher training in Viet Nam.
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LIEN KET PAO TAO GIAO VIEN GIUA CO SO GIAO DUC PAT HQC VOI TRUONG PHO THONG
TAI TRUONG PAI HQC SU PHAM HOA TRUNG (TRUNG QUOC) VA BAI HQC CHO VIET NAM

Toém tat: Pao tao, bdi dwéng d& nang cao chét lwgng doi ngii gido vién ludn duoc xem la yéu td then chbt quyét dinh sw thanh
cong hay that bai ctia mét chién lwoc, mot cudc ddi méi va tham chi la cd mot sw nghiép gido duc. Chinh vi 18 d6 ma Dang va Nha
nwéc ta ludn xem gido duc va dao tao la qudc sach hang dau, 1a twong lai ctia dan tdc. Trong nhidu ndm qua, bén canh nhirng thanh
tich da dwoc ghi nhan, gido duc dao va dao tao & nwéc ta van tdn tai nhidu bat cap, anh huwéng tiéu cwc dén chat lwong dao tao gido
vién. Mét trong s6 do la van dé& phwong thirc gan két trong dao tao gitra co s& dao tao gido vién véi cac trwdng phd théng. Trong
khudn khd cla bai viét, chiing toi d& cap kinh nghiém dao tao gido vién tai Truong Dai hoc Sw pham Hoa Trung (Trung Quéc) va
nhitng han ché con tén tai trong két ndi dao tao gido vién & Viét Nam hién nay, tir d6 goi y mét sb giai phap trong dao tao va thuc
hién lién két gilra cac trwdng Pai hoc s pham & nwéce ta véi co s& s dung gido vién dap trng yéu cau x& hoi.

Tir khoa: lién két dao tao; dao tao gido vién; ddi méi gido duc; mé hinh dao tao.
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