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Tém tat: Toni Morrison, nha van nix My gdc Phi dat gidi Nobel, 1a mét trong nhirng tac gia ndi tiéng
nhét thé ky XX véi nhirng tiéu thuyét chinh phuc hang triéu trai tim déc gia va nha nghién clru. Sang tac
ctia Toni Morrison hwéng vé thé gidi ngwdi da mau, déc biét 1a phu niv, véi dac didm nhan dang, tinh
cach dac trwng. Trong d6 dang chu ¥ ¢é cac motif nhan vat hdn ma, ngwdi chét téi sinh (nhan vat c6 tinh

chét siéu nhién); nhitng ngwdi dan ba cé nang lwc ma thuat (nhan vat huyén thuat)... Bai viét nay cta
chuing t6i nhdm tim hiéu kiéu nhan vat huyén thuat - cé stc manh tién tri, tri liéu, thuc hién céac nghi thirc
tdy rira va phuc sinh. Ho c6 lai lich m& nhoe cuing sy xuét hién ky do nhwng lai c6 kha ning dan dwong
va tro gilip cho nhan vat chinh trén con dwéng “phiéu lwu” khdm pha géc ré, dong thoi l1a ngwdi ndm gilr
cac bi mat di san ctia cdng ddng, thwc hién “nghi I&” tam linh dé khai m& canh clra cla thé gidi huyén

hoac.

T khoa: nhan vat huyén thuat; van hoc My gbc Phi; huyén thoai; ¢ mau; Toni Morrison.

1. bat van dé

Toni Morrison dugc ménh danh 1a nha van hién
thuc huyén a0 mang géc ré van héa dan gian My gbc
Phi. Theo nhiéu nhan dinh chuyén mén, tc phdm cua
Morrison 1a sy goi mai cach doc can bang gitra cai ky
40, siéu nhién, huyén thoai va hién thuc — lich sir dam
tinh chinh tri x4 hoi. C6 thé néi, tiéu thuyét Toni
Morrison dua nguoi doc lac buéc trong thé giéi da
chiéu, hdn don vé mat thoi gian — khéng gian va phi ly,
ran v& nhitng chuan myc cua hién thyc thong qua mot
kiéu dién ngdn ké chuyén bién héa thuc 4o va muot ma
nit tinh, dAm chat tho. Diac biét, cung véi cdt truyén va
céc motif huyén ao, diém ndi bat dang chii y trong tiéu
thuyét Toni Morrison 1a hé théng nhan vat mang dic
diém ky quai huyén hoic (motif hon ma, ngudi chét tai
sinh, ngudi song trang); c6 pham chat, niang lyc ma
thuat (tién tri, bua phép, tri liéu...); hoac nhan vat ludng
phan (su bién dang trong tinh cach, nhitng chiing bénh
cudng loan tdm ly...). Phu quanh nhan vat 1a biu khéng
khi ma &m va sy kién ky quai bi an. Thyc té, nhan vat
cia Toni Morrison khéng qua dam mau sic hoang
dudng than thoai hay ky ao, nhung ciing day yéu té ma
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quai, grotesque, dut gdy. Nhan vat huyén ao kiéu Toni
Morrison la nhitng con nguoi sdng bén ngoai céi thé
gidi theo cach ta van hinh dung. Gidng nhu cu dan lang
Macondo bi mé hoic trudc vé 1ap lanh caa cuc nude da,
nhin thay trong khi da lanh trong suét mot cdi ma thuat
bi an thi ching ta, nhimg con ngudi hién dai lai cho
rang xac ngudi chét troi dep nhat tran gian, c6 gai xinh
dep hoéa budém vang hay ving bién ngap huong thom
hoa hong la san pham cua tri twong tuong huyén ao. Vi
thé, Toni Morrison di tao dung nhiing nhan vat ky la,
huyén ao xuit phat tir cai nhin khac vé thuc tai, duoc
chiéu loc qua nhimg d6i méit khac, mét cude “ngup lan”
qua ky tc bi 1ang quén va nhitng khat khao chay bong
trong gidc mo va phép ma thuat.

2. Kiéu nhan vat “huyén thuat” trong tiéu
thuyet Toni Morrison

Thé gi61 nhan vat cia Toni Morrison khong dac sét
nhiing con ngudi ky quac nhu Macondo cua Marquez.
Nhung tham dy vao sy van dong cta toan bd cAu trac
cbt truyén nhim tao l1ap mot huyén thoai vé lich sur
ngudi My gbe Phi 14 nhitng nhan vat “huyén thuat”, dic
biét 1a nhiing ngudi phy nit, véi ban tay tri li€u ky di€u
va sirc manh hoi sinh. Mot sb nhimg nhén vat c6 khi bi
mo hoa nhan dang, tudi tac va lai lich, xuat hién ky diéu
dong vai tro dan dudng va tro gitip cho nhan vat chinh
trén con duong “phiéu luu” kham pha géc 1é, tim lai ban
séc cho su tdn tai cua ban than va cong déng.
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Chir “huyén thuat” & day duoc s dung nham nhan
manh khia canh magic — nhiing diéu than ky, ma thuat,
nhu 1a phép la, nhur 14 bi tich van hién dién c6 thuc trong
x& hoi qua nhiéu thoi dai. Gidng nhu kiéu ngudi ta hinh
dung vé cac phu thuy thoi trung ¢, cac co dong thoi
hién dai..., nhan vat “huyén thuat” caa Toni Morrison
cling day nang luc, “phép la” bi an. Khong déng vai trd
trung tam, khong dugc mo ta day du chan dung, géc
tich, nhung day cting 1a nhtng nhan vat “chtic ning”,
xuat hién thoang qua song c6 vai trd mit xich quan
trong, 1a diém nhan trong thé giéi huyén 4o ciia nha van.
2.1. Strc manh tién tri va triliéu

Nhiéu nghién ctru da chi ra ring hinh twong céc
nhan vat nir trong tiéu thuyét Toni Morrison la biéu
tuong ctia Nguoi Me vi dai Phi chdu (African Great
Mother), nhur 14 “Nommo” — hiéu don gian 1a nham biéu
thi stc manh ky diéu, c6 kha nang lam thay doi, chuyén
hoéa tu nhién trong quan niém cua van hoa chau Phi. b6
la cd géi Sula trong tiéu thuyét Sula c6 thé 1am bién ddi
thoi tiét thong qua cy tung bach, mot loai cay than g
c6 mau do. Do 1a ngudi dan ba ky la ¢6 mui gé thong,
Pilate (Bai ca Solomon), véi kha nang day con nguoi
“biét bay”. D6 1a Baby Suggs, mét nit thanh (holy) mot
nha phu thay tri liéu ma moi nguol trong Cong ddng goi
1a “a magic healer”... Trong thé gigi hu cau cua Toni
Morrison con ¢6 cac nhan vat “ba thay” bi an, c¢6 kha
nang chira bénh (local healing woman/ a healer) va hoat
dong ma thuat, nghi 1&, ching han M’Dear trong tiéu
thuyét Mdt biéc, Circe trong Bai ca Solomon, Hester
trong Thién dwong... Pién hinh nhu trong Sula, me cua
Ajax la nguoi dan ba ma quai duogc goi la “an evil
conjure woman”, ngudi biét trudc duoc tit ca moi thir
lién quan dén thoi tiét, cac diém triéu, sy song, cai chét,
gidc mo va dich bénh... Ba iy st dung tron 1an céc thir
nhu cdy cdi, toc, dd 16t, mong tay, ga méi tring, mau,
long ndo, tranh anh, dau lira... d& hanh 12 chira tri, ciru
gilp moi ngudi khoi dau don, phién ndo ca vé thé xéac
I3n tinh than. Nguoi dan ba chinh 1a biéu twong cho cai
siéu nhién “the supernatural” ludn ton tai trong niém tin
nhét quan cua cong dong ngudi da den.

Nhan vat “huyén thuat” caa Toni Morrison khéng
gidng 6ng 130 Melquiades deo rang gia nhu mot diéu ky
diéu gay ngac nhién cho dan lang Macondo. Hay nhu
ngudi dep Remedios thoat tuc khong thé cham t6i... N6
cling chét day yéu té ma thuat cua mot nén van hoa dam
huyén thoai hoang so, nhung niém tin ngay tho vé vii
tru con ven nguyen cho dén khi va cham véi nén vin
minh vat chat. Thé nhung, nhirng didu ky 4o siéu nhién
mang d4u 4n cua cai “magic” cua ngudi My gdc Phi lai
1a sy chap chon trong cdi khdng gian lac loai ddy cam
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thie lai ghép va mat mét. Dau vét cia nén van minh
nguyén thay va nd luc gitr gin cac gia tri ban sic thé
hién qua sinh hoat cong dong dac biét véi viéc thuc
hanh céc di san van hoa truyén thong dé lai. Nhitng mé
hoac cua huyén thuat (Magic) khéng dan toi khung cira
hep cua cai huy&n ao phu thuy (Sorcery) hay Huyén bi
hoc (Occultism) trong quan niém Phuong Tay thoi
Trung cb dé rdi 6 khi ho roi vao tir 16 caa hd sau so héi
va bt lyc nhan thic.

Diéu siéu nhién d¢é lai trong tdc pham caa Morrison
gan véi nhiing phan ngudi chiu ndi thong kho tir hién
thuc lich su, tir su that lac ky tc va hiéu biét sitc manh
cua chinh ban than minh. Nhiig diéu vo hinh huyén bi
cua ca cong ddng trat 1én vai mot sd nhan vat dic biét,
va bang tat ca quyén nang dwoc mic khai, ho ganh lay
vai trd nhu 13 vi thanh, thay cha, phap su trong hién
kiép. Nhiing nhan vat kiéu nay thuong dugc khic hoa
tuong d6i md nhat vé ngoai hinh va ngudn géc, nhung
noi bat mot hodc mot sé dac diém ky la, gay 4n tuong.
Chang han, ba thﬁy M’Dear trong tiéu thuyét Mat biéc,
ngudi ¢O kha ning chita bénh dic biét, khi trong ving
khong con phuong thudc ndo nira thi tén goi M’Dear tro
thanh sicc manh vo bién. Khong ai rd tudi, nhung biét
chic ba da rit gia, vay ma khi xuit hién, cau nhoc
Cholly ngé ngang treéc mét hinh dang cao I6n khéc
thuong, dang thang viing vang véi cay gay bd dao trong
tay. Cay gay d6 khong phai dé nang d& ma nhu mot vat
thleng gip M’Dear thong linh véi thé giéi bén kia.
Tiéng gy g6 &m vang bit dau cho mét cude thim kham
va chira tri. M’Dear gitip ba ¢6 Jimmy cta Cholly khoe
lai tac khic, nhung chi mot hanh dong phéa va phép
thuat (ding banh mi den), thé 1 ba c6 chét ngay lap tic.

Pilate Dead trong tiéu thuyét Bai ca Solomon ciing
khong dwoc md ta qua nhiéu, ngoai trir bo moi goi cam,
an mic cii k§ quéi di voi mé chin bong va chiée mii len
dan, lic nao ciing ké bén than tui xwong cta cha minh.
Dic biét Pilate khdng ¢6 ron. Nhung ngudi dan ba nghéo
nan ky quac Kia lai biét rat r5 dia Iy chau My nhu mot
nguoi dan duong timg trai day kinh nghiém, cé thé ché ra
nhiing thir thude ky digu (nhur thir thude da gitp hoai thai
Milkman), tao cac hinh nhan ma thuat, va mot vén tri tué
thong thai dén muc ¢ thé thau hiéu ban chat con nguoi,
dua ho dén véi tu do, bay vé ngudn coi, hdi sinh than thé
tur 16p tro lui tan cta dong ho mang tén Dead.

Céi tén Pilate goi nhac ké da giét Chda trong Kinh
Thanh. Va khi dat tén con gai 1a Pilate, Macon Dead I da
duoc moi nguoi nhic nho vé viéc nay, nhung ong ta
khong quan tdm. Va ciing nhu rat nhiéu cai tén day am
goi Kinh Thanh khac (Sethe, Hagar, Ruth, Corinthians,
Magdalena...), Toni Morrison xay dung cac nhan vat vai
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tinh cach va sb phan trai nguoc. Strc manh siéu nhién cua
Pilate bit ngudn tir stc manh to 1on cua truyén thong
ngudi My gdc Phi va tinh yéu vo bo bén trong ban ning
ngudi dan ba. Dudi con mét cia Milkman, Pilate 1a nguoi
duy nhat c6 kha nang biét bay ma van khong roi khoi mat
dat. Nguoi dan ba véi bai hat dan gian O Sugarman diu
dang, nhan nai va ciing coi bao vé nhimg ngudi yéu dau
va khoi day strc manh tiém an cia con ngudi. Pilate nhu
mot Griot chiu trach nhiém gitr gin ky {rc van hoa cho
dan toc minh va mé ra mét tam nhin méi cho tuong lai.
Trong tac pham, Pilate 1a nguoi di ndm giir tinh than coa
ton gido Woodoo (hay Voodoo) vén di co sirc séng trén
10.000 nam & chiu Phi. Woodoo dai dién cho mét loai
ma thuat cia bong tdi cé lién quan chat ché dén tuc hién
té, buia chli, ma thuat ki di va str dung nhitng hinh nhan.
Pay 1a mot loai tin ngudng véi nhitng khai niém vé linh
hdn, dugc lidu, the clng t6 tién... dwoc cong ddng ngudi
Phi xem 1a ton gi4o quyén lyc va ¢ xua nhat trén thé
gi6i. Voi Woodoo, su két ndi thién nhién va con ngudi
trong nhiing nghi I& dac biét 1a niém tin viing chéc cua
toan thé cong ddng va gilp Pilate ciru chira, hoa giai
duoc cac vét thuong va sy ran v& tinh than vé hinh.
Chinh Pilate v6i than dwoc ctia minh da gitip hdi sinh
nguoi em dau dang can Kiét sinh luc vi bi chat dut doi
séng tinh duc khi con qué tré, dwa dén su ra doi cua
Milkman — thé hé tht ba cua dong ho Dead. “Ngudi dan
ba hat” 1a mot nguoi anh hing theo huyén thoai:
Odysseus di lang thang trong 10 nam; Pilate di lang thang
trong 20 nam va trai qua mot loat cac cudce phiéu luu ma
tao nén tinh cach ciia minh va tu do cua minh dé lya chon
kho khan lién quan dén vai trd ciia minh trong x4 hi. Sirc
manh cua Pilate chdng lai tit ca nhiing dinh kién vé& “ké
giét Chua” trong tam thirc da tring, nguoc lai, ngudi anh
huing — tinh MAu vinh ciru — d3 hdi sinh tam hén Milkman
va thuc ddy qué trinh phyc hdi ky e ciing nhu ndi tiép di
san van hoa cua cong dong. Dung tiéng hat, diéu nhay,
dung ta thuat (nhu duoc liéu, hinh nhén, cac dau hiéu...)
chinh 1a céch thic tri lidu va han gén nam trong doi séng
dan gian cua nguoi My gdc Phi, nhu Morrison dd noi:
“T6i mudn dung van hdéa dan gian da den, ma thuat
(magic) va nhitng yéu t6 mé tin (supertitious) trong do.
Ngudi da mau dit niém tin vao ma thuat... N6 1a mot
phan trong di san cia chung t6i” [1].

Dic biét trong thé gidi cac nhan vat c6 kha nang tri
lidu, tAy rira va hdi sinh chinh la nhan vat Baby Suggs
trong Nguwoi yéu ddu. Baby Suggs da trai qua gan hét
cudc doi minh trong than phan no 18, van 4p u khat vong
duoc khing dinh chinh minh, luu truyén y thic dan toc,
sic toc va gilp xoa diu nhitng vét thuong tinh thin cua
nhirng nguoi ddng canh. Khi duoc tu do, ba tré thanh linh

hon cua cong dong ngudi da den ¢ Ohio. Ba di xdy dung
mot ton gido mang dam tinh chat vian hoa dan gian
nguyén thuy, goi nhic mot coi ngudn dan toc dang dan
ngu quén trong nhitng than phan bi tréi budc. Baby Suggs
c6 ban tay ky diéu dé tdy ria va boi xéa vét thuong.
Chinh ba da tim cho c¢d con dau Sethe bang mét nghi
thirc huyén thuat dé Sethe vuot qua ndi dau thé xac va
tinh than sau chiang duong dai bung mang da chira trén
chay khoi Sweet Home dé dén duoc ngdi nha ty do cua
Baby Suggs. Dém d6, chinh Baby Suggs di lau k¥ cang
khap than thé ngang doc vét thuong cua Sethe, ling 18
nhin thay cai cay duong trd canh I4 trén lung chi. Va ban
chan dap nat vi phai chay trén trén mot quang duong dai
cua Sethe dugc Baby Suggs cin than lau rira trong tinh
yéu thuong, an cn cham séc dé xoa diu ndi dau don trén
thé xac va ca tam hon nguoi phu nit tré.

Baby Suggs ciing ¢6 cach “hanh 18 rit dac biét.
Khoéng lang 1& cau nguyén, ba kéu goi tit ca nguoi da
den, tir tré con cho dén nguoi truong thanh, ca phu nir va
nam gidi, hiy cuoi, khoc va nhay mia hét sic minh trén
bai dat Clearing.

Cdnh turong bt dau nhw thé: Nhitng dira tré cuoi to,
dan 6ng nhay miia, dan ba khoc than va sau dé tat ca
trén lan nhau. Pan ba ngimg khoc va nhay miia; dan éng
ngoi xuong khoc 16¢; tré con nhay nhot, dan ba cuoi, tré
con khoc... cho dén khi Kiét sirc va ra roi, tdt ca nam lin
ra nén dat am wét cua Clearing, the hon hén. Trong
khong khi im lgng tiép theo, Baby Suggs, vi thanh, dang
cho ho trdi tim vi dai cua minh [7, tr.103].

Nhitng budi hanh 1&, nhay mla, ca hat trén béi
Clearing nhu thé dong thoi ciing mang tinh chét tam ly
tri liu, mang lai cho nhitng nguoi da den niém thanh
than, coi bo moi tréi budc, dé tir day, ho c6 co hoi
khang dinh chinh minh. Clearing, khoanh dat noi Baby
Suggs t6 chuc cac budi thuyét gido va hanh I& theo
nhitng nghi thirc dac biét ma ba kéu goi chinh 1a noi thu
phép. Ngay tén goi Clearing da ham chira y nghia “tiy
rira”. Con ngudi khi vuot qua dwoc sa mac khd dau thi
can phai nhung minh trong dong song quén lang dé got
rada moi nghiép chudng, tu tai sinh cudc doi méi trén
manh dit qua khir da can kho.

2.2. Sr ménh trer gitip va dan dwéng

Trong thé gisi nghé thuat cua Toni Morrison, gan
vaGi chang duong truy tim ban lai dién muc va ky uc qué
khir caa cac nhan vt trung tm c6 vai tro cua mot sé
nhan vat phuy, xuat hién khéng nhiéu lan nhung c6 y
nghia dic biét. Mot mat, nhiing nhan vat nhu thé biéu
thi motif ngudi dan duong, ngudi trg gilp trong huyén
thoai va truyén ké dan gian dwoc nha van hién dai khai
thac tro lai. Mat khac, trong cac tac pham giau mau sic
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hién thuc lich str va c6 tinh chat dau tranh manh m& nhu
tiéu thuyét Toni Morrison, nhan vat kiéu nay thoi mot
khdng khi huyén ao, tron 1an yéu té phi thuc trong dong
chay cét truyén nhiéu sy kién d¢am tinh hlen thuec.

Dic diém cua cac nhan vat c6 diu an “huyén thuat”
véi vai tro trg gidp, dan duong (a helper/ a threshold
guardian) d6 1a: Thi nhat, thuong xuat hién ¢ nhitng
thoi diém kho khan, nguy hiem va mang lai dieu ky
diéu. Thet hai, nhan vat gan nhu bi mo héa nhan dang,
nhing thong tin co ban nhu tén goli, tudi tac, tinh trang
séng hién tai... thiéu sy rd rang. Nhitng cai tén nhu
Circe, Sweet... thyc sy rat dac biét nhung ciing rat phi
thuc, phang phat hinh anh cua huyén thoai, cua Kinh
Thanh. Nhung st¢c manh ngam an ma ho mang lai c6
kha nang dua dén nhitng budc ngoat trong s6 phan va
tinh cach cua cac nhan vt chinh. Hinh tugng nhan vat
tuy khong siéu nhién nhung lai cd tinh Iang man ky ao,
mo hd ma thuat, dat trong mét cAu trdc tran thuat huyén
thoai (mythic structure) mang dau 4n ca tinh sang tao
cua mot nha van nir tai hoa nhu Toni Morrison.

Trong tiéu thuyét Bai ca Solomon, Circe 1a mot ba
dd cua ving Danville, ngudi di mang lai su séng cho
hang tram dua tré, trong do6 c6 hai anh em Macon Dead
va Pilate Dead. Circe biét rat rd vé gia dinh Dead, tir cai
chét khi sinh no cua nguoi me Sing dén vu giét hai
Macon Dead | do tham vong cuép dat cua dia chu
Butler. Va ciing chinh Circe da giup hai dta tré mo coi
nha Dead trén trong phong cua ba dé tranh sy truy séat
cua Butler. Sau nay, qua chiang duong dai luu lac, mdi
dra mot noi, hai anh em nha Dead bi chia cit ca vé tam
hén va hoan canh séng, khdng hé c6 méi lién hé nao voi
ngudi dan ba nam iy. May chyuc nim sau, Milkman —
con trai duy nhat cua Macon Dead — tr& vé qué huong
Virginia dé khdm pha ngudn géc that sy cua gia dinh,
dong ho minh, quyét tdm xda bo cai tén Dead tim tdi
bao tram Ién sé phan ting thanh vién, va anh 4y phai
tim dén Circe nhu mot nit g& quan trong cho cdng cudc
tim kiém nay. Thuc chét, ¢ thoi diém dy Circe da qua
gia (dd 56 nam troi qua ké tir khi Circe ctru séng 2 anh
em Macon Dead va Pilate Dead), c6 thé khong con séng
nita, vay ma khi tim dwgc nguoi dan ba iy, Milkman
phai ngd ngang goi d6 1a con ngudi khdng thé doan
duoc tudi tac (ageless) va dic biét so hiru mot giong noi
ctia ¢O gai tudi déi muoi: “the strong, mellifluent voice
of a twenty-year-old girl” [4, tr.262]. Chan dung Circe
gay an tuong manh mé voi nguoi doc & chi tiét dy. Su
hién hitu cua nhan vat phang phat mot vé siéu hinh xa
voi, nhu thudc vé gide mo, 1a mot hdn ma con véang vat
chén qué khtr Liéu Trai. Giong n6i goi cam nhu nguoi
phu nir tré méi 20 cua Circe cling ngot ngao nhu nit phu

48

thay Circe trong 10i ké caa Homer (chinh Odysseus
cling d6i 1an mo ta giong hat trong tréo cua Circe). CO
thé thay, giong (voice) trong anh hung ca vén day stc
manh nhu tiéng hat cua cac nang tién ca Siren. Tuy
nhién, giong noi cua ba d& Circe trong tdc pham cua
Morrison lai qua tuong phan vai than xac, tudi tac thyc
su cua ba, nhu mot &m goi cho su tai 1ap mot huyén
thoai mai. Néu nhu Kawabata mo ta giong néi “trong va
dep dén ndo long” cua cd geisha Yoko (tiéu thuyét Xz
tuyét) dé khic hoa mot vé siéu thyc, ky 40, mong manh
khé nam bat cuaa cai dep trong nhan gian; thi Morrison
cling dua mot glong ndi dep cua qué khir dé to dam khia
canh huyen hoac, xép chong cac cam thac dan gian, vo
thue tap thé dam tinh huyén thoai. Bai céi tén Circe goi
nhic nhan vat Circe trong truong ca Homer di giup
Odysseus vuot bién tro vé qué nha Icatha. Co thé noi
Morrison dé khai thac mot mau goc, mot huyén tich vé
cudc phiéu luu cta nguoi anh hung (monomyth), vuot
qua thé giéi Underworth cua than Dia nguc Hades (vi
thé Milkman phai mang cai ho Dead). Odysseus xudng
am phu theo loi nir than Circe, nham tim linh hon cua
Tiresias dé hoi duong vé nha. Qua séng ménh méng cua
Cimmerians, ngudi anh hung di d6 rugu cing va té hién
sinh theo 10 Circe dé lam vui 1ong linh hon ngudi chét.
Nho thé Odysseus da gap lai hon Elpenor, gap tién tri va
biét duogc con duong cua minh, anh con gip nhing
ngudi anh hung, nhitng t6i nhan khac dang bi triing
phat. Milkman ciing phai trai qua hanh trinh ra di — thu
phap — tr& vé nhu thé. Dé vuot qua ky wc mu 10a cua
dong ho mang tén Dead mét cach phi ly, Milkman phai
nho t6i sy tro gilp ctia “phu thiy” Circe. Quanh Circe
1a nhitng con ché to 16n, méi lién hé voi dong vat caa
Circe giébng nhu ta thuat cia phd thay ¢ ving bién
Aeaea trong Odyssey. Ngay khi mdi budce vao nha, mui
hoi thdi cua dan cho da lam Milkman kho chiu, nhung
true khi anh ta kip thich nghi thi mui hoi da tan dan dé
nhudng lai cho mui thom cua gia vi. Circe xuat hién
ngay lGc iy v6i mot vé ky quai nhu hinh anh cia phi
thily trong gidc mo da am anh anh khi con 1a dira tre.
Nhung chinh ngudi dan ba ay di gitp cho Milkman tim
dugc duong vé véi manh dat té tién, d6 1a Shalimar —
mét thi trdn nho ciia nguoi Gullah bén bo bién Virginia;
tir d6, dua dén sy tai sinh lan nita cia ngudi anh hang
trén duong tro ve.

Nhu vay, trong cau trdic cdt truyén Huyén thoai goc
(Monomyth), Circe co vai trd dan duong tham gia trong
chang hanh trinh tré vé (Return) ctia nguoi anh hing.
Circe duong nhu vuot ra ngoai thoi gian. Nhan vat dang
gira ranh giéi cua qua kha va hién tai, gita sy 50ng va
céi chét, gitra huy diét va tai sinh, giita hai phan cua
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cudc hanh trinh, va ca ¢ giira hai cau chuyén (tiéu thuyét
va truyén ké - anh hing ca), nguoi da thic day qué trinh
thu phéap — chuyén hoa caa Milkman, nhan vat trung tam
cua tiéu thuyét. Chinh ba da chi duong cho anh ta tim
dugc hang dong noi chon gidu xuong ¢t cua dng noi,
dén dong sudi goi nhic toan bo coi ré to tién, dén bai
héat dan gian Song of Solomon khai mé toan bd qua khi
cuia dong ho va ban sic thuc su cua ca nhan Milkman.

Hinh tugng Circe c6 thé noi 1a mot hinh tuwong
ngudi dan duong huyén thoai dwoc dung lai trong tiéu
thuyét dudi goc nhin hién dai. Bén canh do, trong thé
gigi cua nhitng con nguoi binh thuong nhung ludn va
cham véi nhiéu diéu ky diéu, ching ta con thay mét sé
nhan vat khéac tham gia vao cbt truyén véi vai tro nguoi
tro gidp hay phan thuong cho ngudi anh hing. Ching
han ¢6 gai da tring vo tinh xuat hién ctru gidp cho cudc
sinh nd caa Sethe trén song nudc, hay 1do gia Stamp
lubn c6 mat dang thoi diém mot cach ky la (tiéu thuyét
Nguwoi yéu ddu); 1a c6 gai da den & Danville ¢ ci tén
ngot ngao Sweet da dem dén cho Milkman cam xuc vé
xac thit va nhiimg rung déng that su...

Sweet xuat hién nhu tir gidc mo: “she is like a
fingure from a dream, a sexual power...”. Co 4y 1a mot
phan thuong (boon) cho ngudi anh hung sau khi vuot
qua thir thach. O tudi 31, Milkman méi nhan thirc duoc
chinh ban than minh va tinh trang hién tai cua gia dinh,
cua cac mdi quan hé trong cong dong. Viéc cham dut
méi tinh kéo dai 14 nim v&i nguoi em ho Hagar khién
c6 gai dau khd, thu han cho thdy sy can kiét trong
Milkman. S ciru réi duy nhét chinh 1a con dwong tré vé
qué huong Shalimar. Xuéi vé mién Nam, Milkman phai
nho dén nguoi din dwong huyén ao Circe, vuot qua
cudc xung dot trén hé phd véi nguoi dan ban xu, va dic
biét 1a viéc tham dy vao cudc di sian cung véi nhidu
nguoi dan ong & Shalimar da dua dén nhiing nhan thirc
méi vé sitc manh cong ddng va y thic cua tap thé.

C6 thé noi, Sweet ciing 1a mot khia canh khac cua
Circe — nit phu thuy da yéu mén va giir Odysseus & lai
bén minh trong anh hing ca cia Homer. C6 chinh la
nguoi dia phuong ¢ Shalimar, 1a mén qua dac biét danh
cho Milkman khi vuot qua thtr thach cing dam tho sén.
Co thuc hién nghi |2 cua su tiy rira (tim goi sach s& cho
anh) truéc khi dua Milkman vao cudc yéu nhu hinh
thirc cua viéc ria toi, thanh tdy dé hoa nhap vao
Shalimar. Ngudi dan ba da lam diu ngot tdm hén can
khd, nhiéu an c cua chang trai, lan dau tién khién anh
thirc tinh tinh yéu, thé xé4c va su dang hién chia sé.

Nhéan vat Sweet chi thoang qua trong mét trang
truyén, khong géc géc lai lich, bit dau bang loi gigi
thiéu Gp moé mo hd cia ngudi dan ong dia phwong

Omar: “Co mdt ngudi phu nit dang mén & dau con
duong. CO ta han s& rat hanh dién dugc don anh”. Trong
céi nhin rat dac biét ciia nguoi dan ong d6 khi noi vé
ngudi dan ba (ma Toni Morrison mé ta 1a “khong thé
nham In dugc”- unmistakable): “Do ciing 1a mot nguoi
phu nit dep. That su rat dep” [4, tr.308], Milkman
dudng nhu khong may tin twong, tham chi anh con cuoi
va tham nghi: “Hy vong la co ta co sing” [4, tr.309].
Nhung roi, nguoi doc thidy Sweet xuét hi¢én véi dang
nguol rat thing va nu cudi ngot ngao nhu tén gol cua cb
ay. Piéu dang noéi 1a hinh anh nguoi phy nit 4y dau mo
hd hu thuc, lai khién ta khong hé hoai nghi dén su c6
mit cua cd. Sweet tat yéu phai c6 mat trén ching duong
thu phéap ctia ngudi anh hung, thuc dy qué trinh chuyén
dbi can ban trong ban than anh va dwa lai nhiéu “4n
hué” méi cho tap thé trén chang tré v&. Nhan vat kiéu
Sweet gan chat ché véi ¢t truyén Monomyth va ciing 1a
mot phuong dién biéu dat cai huyén go trong phong
cach sdng tao cua nha van Toni Morrison dudi &nh séng
vin héa My gdc Phi.

3. Két luan

Thé gisi nhan vat caa Toni Morrison hién dién
phong phi nhiéu dang thic nhan vat huyén ao. Trong
d6, dang nhan vat huyén thuat nay theo ching tdi 1a mot
biéu hién sic nét cho tinh chit huyén 4o dic trung cua
nha van da mau, bai né phan anh dung ban chit cua doi
séng van hoa tinh than cia cong ddng My gdc Phi, noi
tinh chat tam linh nguyén thiy, dan gian con hoa tron
trong doi sbng thuc tai. Ho c6 lai lich md nhoe cung sy
xuét hién ky a0 nhung lai ¢6 kha ning dan duong va trg
gilp cho nhé&n vat chinh trén con duong “phiéu luu”
kham pha gbc r&, tim lai ban sic cho sy ton tai cua ban
than va cong dong. Nhiing nhan vat kiéu nay 1a nguoi
nim giir cac bi mat di san cua cong dong, la chiéc cau
ndi qua khtr va hién tai, 1a nguoi thyc hién “nghi 187 tam
linh dé khai m& cénh ctra cua thé giéi huyén hoic, giac
mo, am anh vo hinh.

Diéu thl vi 14 cac nhan vat c6 sac manh tién tri, tri
liéu, c6 kha nang trg gidp, dan dudng trong tiéu thuyét
Morrison déu la nhan vat nit. Phai chang vin dé nay
Xuit phat tir quan niém vé vai trd ngudi phu nir trong
vin héa da den (nguoi Me vi dai, tinh Mau) hay day
cling 12 mot phuong thirc boc 16 tiéng noi nir quyén dé
cao pham chit va nang luc cua nguoi phu nit trong
nhitng cudc hanh trinh tim kiém ban nga, phuc dung yéu
thuong cua doi ngudi?

Tai liéu tham khao
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MAGIC CHARACTERS IN TONI MORRISON’S NOVELS

Abstract: Toni Morrison, an African-American female Nobel Laureate, is one of the most well-known authors of the twentieth
century whose novels have captivated the hearts of readers as well as literary scholars. Her works centre around the world of the
coloured people, especially women with their own identities and specific characteristics. Among them there are some remarkable
motifs of characters such as ghosts, reborn girls (supernatural characters), women with magic power (magic characters)... This paper
focuses on the magic characters who can predict the future, have healing abilities as well as practise rituals to purify and revive
people. With their opague origins and mysterious appearnce, they are capable of guiding and assisting the main characters in the
adventures to discover their own identities; at the same time, they are the ones who keep the secrets of the community legacy and

practise the spiritual rites to open the door to the magic world.

Key words: magic characters; African American literature; myth; archetype;Toni Morrison.
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