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TOM TAT
V&i nhivng ngudi Viet Nam tha hwong, van héa — van hoc 1a kénh giao tiép hivu hiéu gidp ho g&i gdm ndi niém
tham kin cGa minh ddi véi ¢ huwong. Am anh qua kh(, méc cam vé than phan nhap cw, khat vong hop luu va hoi
nhap... luén in d4u trong sang tac van xudi cGia cac nha van xa x(r. Di vao khdo sat mot vai diém ndi bat ctia van xubi
Viét Nam hai ngoai sau ndm 1975, bai viét hi vong s& dem dén mét dinh hwéng tiép can phu hep cho ban doc.

T khéa: van hoc/ van xudi Viét nam hai ngoai; van hoc di dan; lwu vong; hop Iwu - héi nhap.

ABSTRACT

As for the Vietnamese people who live in foreign land, it's the culture — literature as an effective means of
communication which helps them convey their intimate feeling to the native land. Being haunted by the past, guilty
about the immigration status and aspirations for confluence and integration, etc. were always imprinted in expatriate
writers’ composing. Through the survey on some striking points of oversea Vietnamese prose after 1975, it is

expected that this article will provide a suitable approach orientation for readers.

Key words: oversea Vietnamese prose; immigrant literature; exile; confluence and integration.

Mé diu

Mic du dwgc manh nha tir nhitng nim dau
thé ki nhung phai dén nam 1975, bién ¢ chinh tri
qudc gia di kéo theo mot doi ngii nha vin Viét luu
vong, tao tién d& cho viéc hinh thanh mét sinh hoat
van chuong “ngoai bién gidi” phong phu va soi
dong. Nhitng nam gin day, vin hoc Viét Nam hai
ngoai dang ting budc chinh phuc doc gia quc té
bang nhimg tac phdm cam dong vé dat nudc va
con nguoi Viét Nam, thuc sy lam nén mot dién
mao méi, gop phan mé rong tim ban dd cua vin
chuong Viét Nam duong dai.
Van xuoi Viét Nam hai ngoai sau nam 1975 trong
bikc tranh chung ciia viin hoc di dan thé giéi

Van hoc di dan (con goi la van hoc lvu vong
hay van hoc hai ngogi) 1a khai niém dugc dung
phd bién dé chi sang tac ciia cac nha van séng &
nudc ngoai. Pay 1a mang van chuong xuat hién &
Au — M tir trén 100 ndm nay, khoi dau véi Josept
Conrad, tiép theo 1a nhing tén tudi 16n nhu James
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Joyce, Thomas Mann, Samuel Beckett, Vladimir
Nabokov, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriel Garcia
Marquez... O dong van hoc ndy, cac nha van c6
thé sang tac tac phdm cta minh bang tiéng me dé
hoic tiéng nudc so tai. Vi vay, sang tac cla ho
ludn dung gitra hodc vugt qua lan ranh cua hai y
thire hé: ¥ thirc hé dang ton tai trén qué huong ho
va ¥ thirc hé dang chu tri trén chinh qudc gia ma
hién thoi ho sinh séng.

Trong nhing thap nién cudi thé ki XX va
nhitng nam dau thé ki XXI, con s nhitng nha vin
di dan trén thé gi6i ngay cang dong va tic phim
ctia ho hién dang duogc doc gia khap hanh tinh tan
thuong nong nhiét. G Chau A, trong nhiing nim
gan day, van hoc di dan ciing dat dwoc nhimng
thanh tyu dang ghi nhan. Nhitng cai tén Cap Kim,
Amy Tan (nha vin Trung Qudc), Philip Kan
Gotanda, Karen Tei Yamashita (nha van Nhat
Ban), Nora Okja Keller, Sook Nyul Choi (nha van
Han Quédc) hay Monique Truong, Le Thi Diem
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Thuy (nha van Viét Nam)... da tr¢ nén quen thudc
d6i voi doc gia van chuong thé gioi.

Pit trong mbi tuong quan véi van hoc di
dan thé gidi va khu vuc, van hoc di dan Viét Nam
cling phat trién va dat dugc nhimg thanh twu ndi
bat vao cudi thé ki XX, dic biét 1a sau nam 1975.
Sang tac van chuong cua cac nha van Viét Nam xa
Xt ¢6 thé duge phan ra hai dong: “dong chinh”
(Mainstream Literature) bao gdm sang tac cua cac
nha vin gbc Viét dugc viét bang tiéng nude so tai
va “dong thiéu s&” (Ethic Literature) bao gdm
sang tac dugc viét bang tiéng me dé. Nhimng nha
van thuoc “dong chinh” tiéu biéu nhu Monique
Truong, Bich Minh Nguyen, Le Thi Diem Thuy,
Duong Van Mai Elliott... & Hoa Ki, Linda Lé &
Phéap, Nam L& ¢ Uc... Nhiing tac gia thudc thé hé
mot rudi hay thé hé thir hai nay it bi mdc cam qua
khir chi phdi nén tu duy ctia ho méi mé va sang tac
ciia ho ciing dé hoa nhip vao dong chiay vin
chuong noi manh dit ho dinh cu. Tuy nhién, tic
phém ctia ho hdu nhu van 1a “nguoi la” voi ban
doc tiéng Viét. Con nhiing tac gia thudc “dong
thiéu s6” viét bang tiéng me dé nhu V5 Phién, Mai
Thao, Nha Ca, Trung Duong..., thanh cong cua ho
chii yéu duoc cong nhéan trong cong dong ngudi
Viét & hai ngoai. Déi voi doc gia trong nudc, viéc
tiép can va binh gia cic tac pham van chuong hai
ngoai nay con co phﬁn han ché va dé dat, trur mot
vai truong hop hiém hoi cac tac gia c6 sach in
trong nudc nhu Nguyén Mong Giac, Lit Quynh,
Tran Hoai Thu, Tran Mong Tu.

Tuy nhién, nhimg nim gin diy cic tac
pham hai ngoai viét bang tiéng me dé da xuét hién
ngdy cang nhiéu trong doi séng vin chuong dan
toc. Nhitng cai tén Pham Hai Anh, Lé Minh Ha,
Mai Ninh, Thuan, Poan Minh Phuong... di trd
nén gan giii voi doc gia Viét. Bén canh do, tac
pham cia cac nha van “dong chinh” nhu Linda Lé,
Nam L& ciing bat diu dugc dich va gidi thidu dén
doc gia trong nude. Dau sb lwong chua nhiéu va
con c6 phan dé dat, nhung phai nhan thiy ring,
cudi thé ki XX va dic biét 1a vao thap nién dau cua

thé ki XXI, sdng tac cua cac nha van Viét Nam xa
xtr dugc in tai qué nha da thoi mot ludng gié mai
vao doi sdng van chuong Viét.

Van xudi Viét Nam hai ngoai sau nam 1975 -
nhu ciu vin héa, viin hoc ciia nguoi Viét Nam
hai ngoai

Hién tuong nguoi Viét Nam luu vong trén
khip thé gidi gan lién véi nhitng hoan canh lich sir
cu thé. Trudc ndm 1975, ngudi Viét Nam chi méi
1€ té di trd & mot vai nude. Nhung sau thang Tu
nam 1975, sé ngudi vuot bién da 1én t6i gan hai
triéu nguoi.

Bo vo giita dat khach, phan Ién nhiing
nguoi Viét xa xr chua doc dugc ngoai nglr. Nhung
ho can mot cai gi d6 dé doc, dé tim soi day lién hé
v6i to qudc, voi thé gisi xung quanh. Do do,
thuong thirc van chuwong trd thanh mot nhu cau tat
yéu. Hién tai, chua c6 mét cong trinh khao sat nao
c6 thé théng ké dich xac sd luong doc gia Viét
Nam ¢ hai ngoai. Tuy vay, xét theo dia du thi hién
tai s6 doc gia sach Viét cur ngu ving Bic My cao
nhét, tiép theo d6 méi t6i Au chau va Uc chau.
Nhu cau thuong thirc van chuong cua cong dong
hai ngoai dong dao nhu vay doi hoi phai hinh
thanh mot doi ngii nguoi viét giau tm huyét va da
nhiét thanh. Cing véi cac nha van Viét Nam séng
& hai ngoai truéc nam 1975, cac nha vin thé hé
mot rudi hodc hai di nd luc vuot 18n hoan canh,
tap hop luc luong sang tac dé hinh thanh mét sinh
hoat van hoc.

V6i cac nha van hai ngoai, viét duong nhu
tro thanh mot nhu cau gidi bay cap thiét ddi véi
ho. Céc tac pham vin xudi ra doi dudi nhiéu hinh
thirc: thw, nhat ki, hdi ki, tdy bat, truyén ngén,
truyén dai... déu chung mét muc dich 1a cung cip
théng tin van hoa, chinh tri cho bd phan doc gia
hai ngoai va théa man nhu ciu sang tao vin
chuong cua nguoi nghé si. Bén canh nhitng trai
nghiém c4 nhan vé nhitng nim thang sinh song
trén vung dat tam dung, cac nha van hai ngoai con
huéng ngoi but ciia minh t6i nhidu mang dé tai
quan trong nhu ki @wc vé qué nha, nhitng va dép
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Pong — Tay, gi6i thiéu van hoa qué huong... No
luc dang ghi nhan cua cac nha van Viét Nam hai
ngoai da tao nén mat buc tranh van hoc séi dong &
bén ngoai lanh thd.

Bén canh do, bdo chi va cac nha xuét ban
cling 1am tot vai tro cau nbi giita tac pham va doc
gia. Nhiéu td bao di trd thanh nhimg tap san vin
hoc nghé thuat c6 gia tri véi nhiéu tac pham vin
xudi dugc bién tip va xudt ban déu din, via 1a
phuong tién théng tin van hoa, vira 1a phuong ti€n
thong tin van hoc hi¢u qua. Do cling 1a noi nguoi
Viét Nam hai ngoai giri gam nhig trin trd, suy tu
vé cudc song xa qué, niém hoai huong va khat khao
hoi nhap véi cude sdng ciing van hoc chinh quéc.
Am anh qua khir va mic cam “bén 1&8”

Nhu mot 18 tit yéu, trong tim thirc cta céc
ca thé di dan ludn ton tai song song hai nén vin
héa khac nhau, tham chi 1a d6i choi nhau. Va dé c6
tiéng noi trong dong van hoc chinh thdng & ngoai
X, ho phai tim cach dung hoa tinh trang mot bén
1a “ngoai qubc”, mot bén 14 “cd hwong” trong ban
sdc cua minh. Tuy nhién véi nhitg nha van di dan
gin bé méu thit v6i manh dat chon rau cit ron,
viéc cit bo hoan toan mot ph?m ban sic thudc vé
coi ré cia minh 1a diéu khong bao gio xay ra boi
hon ai hét, ho y thirc rat rd vé ngudn gdc va gia tri
cua con nguoi minh. Trong van xudi Viét Nam hai
ngoai, nhitng 4m anh vé& qua khu, hoai niém vé
mot thoi dd qua tré thanh tim diém, gbc ré cua
moi xuc cam thuec tai.

V6i mdi con nguoi, khéng ai sdng ma
khéong can ki trc, boi 18 ki (e 12 nguyén liéu cia
lich sir va 1a nén tang cta vin hoa. Véi nhimng ké
tha hwong, ho can ki trc va bi 4m anh bai ki (rc mot
cach day durt. Ki trc khong chi 1a tai sin ma con 1a
bau khi quyén thuan khiét ma ho c6 thé quay vé
trén budc duong di ddn mét moi. Cho nén nhitng
hoai niém vé ¢ qudc tit yéu tro thanh mot mang
dé tai 16n, chi phdi sang tac ciia cac nha van hai
ngoai thudc cac thé hé khac nhau: V3 Phién, Tuy
Hong, Tring Duong, Thanh Nam (thé hé thu
nhit), Le Thi Diem Thuy, Monique Truong,
Andrew Lam, Poan Minh Phuong (thé hé thu
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hai)... Qué huong trong tdm cam cta ho khong chi
1a chién tranh, 1a su chia lia ma con ge"ln lién véi
nhimng truyén thong vin hoa cua dan toc. Do 1a
hinh anh cdy cau khi & mién qué Nam B va chi
tiét phong sinh cau phiic trong Cau khi ciia Lan
Cao; cing Phat trong Trom do cung Phdt cua Bich
Minh Nguyén; am thyc Viét Nam trong truyén
ngan ciia Monique Truong... Tt ca tao nén mot
man swong huyén 4o vé hoai niém qué huong
trong van xudi Viét Nam hai ngoai.

Am anh qua khtr da khién cho tdm 1i luu
vong trd thanh mot thar tam 1i bao thu. N&i nhd qué
hwong, ¢d qudc di bién moi hinh anh ho luu giit
trong qua khir tré nén lap lanh, dep d& hon bao gio
hét. P6i sanh voi nhitng hinh anh héa thach 4y,
thuc tai ndo véi ho cling tré thanh la Iung. Chinh
vi mang tam 1i bdo thud ndy nén nhitng nha van di
dan tro thanh nhitng ké xa la véi van hoc qudc gia
minh dinh cu. Véi sinh hoat van chuong dan tdc,
chd dung cua ho ciing nhat nhoa. O dau ho ciing
cam thdy bo vo, lac 1dng, ciing 1a “ngudi ngoai
qudc” nhur cach noéi cia Julia Kristeva, boi khong
gian ma ho thudc vé lai nam trén lan ranh giira cac
qudc gia, gitta cac nén van hoa, gitra d6 va day,
gilta qua khir va hién tai. Cam giac thudc vé bat cir
dau da mang téi cho cac nha van mac cam cuia mot
tri dan v6i tim thé vo xtr. Ho 1a nhitng “nha tho bi
mat nha” (unhoused), 13 nhitng “ké lang thang
bing qua ngdén ngi”. Tam thé vo xtr hién dién
trong van xudi Viét Nam hai ngoai qua ndi ¢ don,
lac loai, sy mAt mat, phiéu dat, bat dinh. Duong
nhu cac nha vén bi phan than giira qué cli va vung
dat mai, gitra tinh cam va ly tri, giita qua khtr va
hién tai, gitra hoai niém va hoai bdo... Hau qua
clia sy phan than dy 1a nha van luu vong bi bién
thanh ngudi ding bén 1& véi sinh hoat vian hoc
trong nudc va & quéc gia s¢ tai, ho cling chi 1a mot
nha vin séc toc khiém tén, ding ngoai cude.

V6i nha véan hai ngoai, hoa nhdp vao van
chuong “dong chinh” khong phai 1a hanh dong
mot sém mot chicu. Pic biét, dé dat t6i dinh cao
lai 12 mot qué trinh ddy chéng gai thir thach. Boi
that khong dé dang khi nha van phai st dung ngoai
ngt nhu mdt ngén nglt van hoc chir khong chi la



TAP CHi KHOA HOC XA HOI, NHAN VAN VA GIAO DUC

TAP 3, SO 4 (2013)

ngdn ngit giao tiép don thuan. Hién nay, trén thé
gidi, s6 lugng nha van Viét Nam luu vong st dung
song ngit thanh cong rat hiém hoi du con s thu
ngiém co thé 1én dén hang chuc ngan, tham chi,
hang tram ngan. Con lai tuyét dai da s6, du mudn
hay khong ciing lam “t0 nhan chung than cia tiéng
me d¢” (tir dung cua Nguyén Hung Qudc), tim tha
vui trong cong dong sic toc nhod bé cia minh. Doc
gia khong nhiéu, nguoi tri 4m van chuong lai cang
hiém hoi, nhitng nha vin xa x& at cam thiy lac
I6ng. Boi vay, “O hai ngoai, viét vin khong thé 1a
mot nghé nghiép ma trén thyc té, ciing khong con
la danh phan. Viét van tro thanh mot cach hanh lac
dau d6n cua nhitng nguoi bi bat luc” [5].

Khat vong hgp luu va héi nhap

Nhimng nim gin ddy, trong vin xudi Viét
Nam hai ngoai, ndi hoai hwong phang phat chut
tram budn da dugc thay thé boi tim thé hop luu va
hoi nhap.

V&i mong mudn x6a di nhimg han hoc qua
khu dé sang tao vdi tam thé hoa hop va coi mo
hon, dé nhiing trang vin noi x&t nguoi khong mat
di hdn dan toc, nhiéu tac pham vin xudi hai ngoai
da thé hién dugce “khat vong chung cua dan tdc,
tAn cong manh m& vao thanh tri lac hau, tha hoa,
chia r&, 1am than, d6i nghéo, vong than ciing nhu
pho dién dugc cai dep, cai hay ctia ngon ngir Viét”
[4]. Cac tac pham vin xudi cia Nhat Tién, Db
Khiém, P& Manh Trinh, Hoang Khéi Phong. .. 1an
luot ra doi déu hudng t6i muc tidu sang tao gidu
tinh nhan van 4y.

Cung véi khat vong tim vé ban sic van hoa
dan tdc, van xudi hai ngoai ciing nd lyc hét minh
dé hoa chung véi dong vin hoc ciia quic gia ho
dinh cu. Nhin chung, nét lac quan da tr¢ lai trong
sang tac cua nhiing nha van xa x. Pham vi nhiing
van dé ma cac tac gia dé cap toi dugc md rong va
trinh d¢ tu tuong - nghé thuét cua tac pham duoc
ning cao rd rét. Phai thira nhan rang, xu huéng
toan cau hoa sbi ndi trén van dan thé gioi da tac
dong tich cuc to1 van chuong héai ngoai Viét Nam.
Kinh nghiém héi nhap vao cudc séng maoi tro
thanh d& tai chu yéu trong cac tac phim (phan 16n

1a truyén ngan) clia cic nha van thudc thé hé thu
hai viét bang tiéng Viét: Pham Thi Ngoc, Nguyén
Hoang Nam, Ngoc Khoi, Hoang Mai DPat, Duong
Nhu Nguyén, Vi Quynh N.H., P4 Kh., Bui Diém
Au, V5 Dinh, Phan Nhién Hao, Nguyén Huong,
Nguyén Danh Bang & My; Thuy Khué, Tran Vi,
Mai Ninh, Thudn & Phap; Nam Giao & Canada; Lé
Minh Ha ¢ Puc... Ho tap trung viét vé cudc sdng
hién tai noi vung dit dinh cu, tu tin, thoai mai
trong viéc thé hién tinh cam va boc 10 nhitng nhan
dinh, danh gia.

Bén canh nhitng nha van hi nhdp van
chuong bang nhing tac pham vin xudi viét bang
tiéng Viét, mot bo phan khong nho di chuyén sang
tiéng Anh, tiéng Phap hodc cac thir tiéng khac véi
tu cach 1a cong cu sang tac va giao tiép. Tac pham
cua ho da thu hat dugc sy chtl y cia nhitng nha
xudt ban sich va gigi phé binh vin hoc ban xu.
Andrew Lam, Monique Truong, Aime Phan, Lan
Cao, Kien Nguyén, Le Thi Diem Thuy, Dao
Strom, Nguyén Minh Bit, Mong Lan... da 1am nén
dién mao méi cho van xudi Viét Nam hai ngoai tai
My. Kim Lefevr va Linda Lé di viét nhiing ang
vin xudi rat hay bang tiéng Phap. O Uc, nha vin
tré Nam Lé ciing thir nghiém nhing truyén ngin
dau tay bang tiéng Anh... Ho ciing di gianh duogc
nhiéu giai thuong 16n cua van hoc chinh quéc va
thé gidi. Cudn Book of Salt (NXB Houghton -
Miftlin, 2003) ctia Monique Truong dugc trao
ting nhiéu giai van chuong gia tri & My nhu cua
Hiép hoi thu vién Hoa Ky nam 2004, nhan duoc
tai trg dé sang tac cia PEN/American Robert
Bingham Fellowship. Véi tic pham dau tay We
Should Never Meet (Ching ta dung nén gap nhau),
Aime Phan da dugc giai S4ch Quy cua Kiryama
Prize vé tiéu thuyét va vao chung khao giai Asian
American Literary nam 2005. Linda L€ cling gianh
dugc nhiéu giai thuong 16n ciia vin hoc Phép: giai
thuong Tai nang Vocation (1990), giai Fénéon
(1997), giai Prix Femina, Grand Prix cta Vién
Han 1am Phap (2007). Nam Lé véi tap truyén ngin
The Boat (Con thuyén — NXB Hoi nha vin, 2011)
d3 duoc trao ting nhidu giai thuéng van chuong
danh gia: Dylan Thomas Prize (2008), Australian
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Prime  Minister’s  Literary Award (2009),
PEN/Malamud Award for Excellence in the Short
Story (2010)... M¢i day, Lai Thanh Ha - nha van
My gbc Viét gianh giai Newbery Honor Book
2012 va trude d6 la giai National Book Award
2011 cua van hoc My cho hang muc Young People
Literature (Van hoc tré)... Nhitng thanh tyu dat
dugc trong nhimng nim qua dd gép phan khang
dinh tiém ning va su truong thanh cua cac cay but
Viét trén d4u truong vin chuong quéc té.

Két ludn

Nhu vay, tir nhu cau tin tirc, thong béo thiét thuc
trong nhitng ngdy dau nhép cu, nhitng nha van di

dan d3 dit nén moéng va budc diu tao nén mot
cong dong vin chuong hai ngoai da dang, vira
khong ngimg cach tan dé phu hop véi xu thé van
chuong toan cdu, vira luu giir nhitng ban sic vén
¢6 cua van chuong dan toc. Su xuit hién ngay
cang dong dao cac tic pham van xudi hai ngoai
trong nhitng nim gan day da khudy dong doi song
vin chuong Viét, dong thoi gitip ban doc trong
nude hiéu hon vé cude séng noi mot tra xir xa la
va nhiing tran tr¢ suy tu cia mot by phan nguoi
Viét tha huong.
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