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Tom tat: Maus - Chuyén mét ké séng sét clia Art Spiegelman la mét trong nhivng tac phdm graphic novel néi tiéng va cé tiéng vang
sau rong trong thé ky XX, dong thdi 1a tac phdm dau tién thudc thé loai nay gianh giai Pulitzer (1992). Bai viét tiép can Maus -
Chuyén mét ké séng sét tir cac binh dién tw s dic thu cla tiéu thuyét dd hoa, xem day nhw mét hinh thire tw sy lai ghép va da
phwong thirc, noi hinh anh, ngén tr va cac chét liéu tw liéu cling tham gia vao qua trinh kién tao y nghia. Bai viét trién khai ba binh
dién phan tich: (1) tinh lai ghép va da phuong thirc clia tw sw; (2) hé théng biéu twong ky hiéu thi giac; va (3) hinh anh dd hoa va
ng phap thi giac. Tlr d6, bai viét 1am rd cach Maus - Chuyén mot ké sbng sét bidu dat ky trc chan thwong Holocaust khéng chi nhw
mot ndi dung lich s, ma nhw mét trai nghiém doc dwgc td chire béng nhirng phwong tién dac thu cda graphic novel.

T khéa: Maus - Chuyén mot ké sbng sét; tiéu thuyét dd hoa; tw sw thi giac; ky trc; Holocaust.

1. M& dau

Su xuét hién cua tiéu thuyét dd hoa (graphic novel)
trong nira sau thé ky XX da danh diu mot chuyén dich
quan trong trong lich st ty sy van hoc. Khong con dya
thuan tiy vao ngén tir nhu tiéu thuyét truyén thong,
graphic novel van hanh nhu mdt hinh thirc ty sy lai ghép
va da phuong thirc, trong d6 hinh anh, vin ban va nhiéu
chat liéu thi giac khac phdi hop dé san sinh y nghia. Sy
chuyén dich nay khong chi mé rong pham vi biéu dat cia
vin hoc ma con dit ra nhitng van dé 1y thuyét méi lién
quan dén ban chét cua tu su, ky trc va kha nang biéu dat
nhitng trai nghiém cyuc han.

Trén thyc tién doi sbng van hoa nghé thuat thé gidi,
xu huéng ty sy da phuong thirc ngay cang tré nén phd
bién trong vin hoc duong dai. Nhiéu tac gia da chii dong
pha v& ranh gidi giita cic phuong tién biéu dat truyén
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thdng bang cach két hop vin ban véi hinh anh, so do, tai
liéu Iuvu trir hodc cac yéu td thi giac khac. Co thé ké dén
céc tiéu thuyét cia W.G. Sebald, noi hinh anh tu liéu dan
xen vao dong tu sy nhu mot phin khong thé tach roi cia
ky trc, hay cac thir nghiém cAu triic va siéu ty sy cua Italo
Calvino, noi hinh thtrc van ban lién tuc duge tai cu trac.
Trong bdi canh nay, ranh gidi giita cac hinh thirc thé loai
cling dan bi x6a md: nhiéu thé loai tung bi xem 1a “ngoai
vi” nhu truyén tranh (comics), tiéu thuyét dd hoa hay cac
hinh thtrc tu sy lai ghép khéc (chang han cac sang tac van
hoc hypertext) dang dan budc vao trung tim cua hé thong
van hoc duong dai.

Trong béi canh d6, Maus - Chuyén mét ké song sot
(Maus: Tale, 1986-1991) cua Art
Spiegelman c6 thé dugc xem nhu mét truong hop tiéu
biéu cho viéc van hanh cac dic trung tu su cua graphic
novel. Khéi ngudn tir mot truyén ngén ba trang vao nim
1972, tac pham sau d6 dwoc phat trién thanh cac chuong
1¢ va dang tai dinh ky trén tap chi truyén tranh
underground Raw tir nim 1980 dén 1991. Viéc xuét ban
dudi dang graphic novel hoan chinh véi hai tap: I - Lich
sw ri mau tw cha toi (My Father Bleeds History, 1986) va
Il - Va tr ddy cdc phién todi bat dau (And Here My
Troubles Began, 1991) da tao nén “mot cu hit” 16n trong
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lang van chuong thé gi¢i. Thanh cong 16n cia Maus -
Chuyén mét ké song sot (tir day goi ngan 1a Maus) khong
chi dung lai & sy don nhan cua cdng chung ma con duoc
khang dinh bang giai thuong danh gia Pulitzer (1992).
Cho dén nay, day van 1a graphic novel dau tién va duy
nhat & hién tai (ndm 2026) nhan dwgc vinh dy nay, mot
¢ot mée lich st chinh thire x6a bo dinh kién va dua loai
hinh tiéu thuyét bang tranh 1én ngang hang véi cac thé
loai vin hoc chinh théng cao quy.

Art Spiegelman, nha vin My goc Ba Lan, da xdy
dyng cbt truyén trén nén tang cta mot trong nhimng
chuong den tdi nhat cua lich sir nhan loai: nan diét ching
Holocaust (1941-1945). Tac pham khong chi don thuin
12 mot ban ghi chép lich sir ma 14 161 chimg séng dong vé
nhing trai nghiém kinh hoang cua Vladek Spiegelman -
cha rudt tac gia, mot ngudi Do Thai Ba Lan tirng bi giam
cAm tai trai tap trung kinh hoang Auschwitz. Piém dang
cht ¥ nam & bdi canh sang tac vao nhitng nim 1970 va
1980, giai doan xa hoi phuong Tay bat dau cé nhimg
chuyén bién trong viéc nhin nhan va ddi dién véi cac chan
thuong lich su. Tuy nhién, vi¢c Art Spiegelman lua chon
hinh thirc graphic novel lic bay gid vén bi coi 1a mot
phuong tién gidi tri nhe nhang dé truyén tai sy khdc liét
ctia Holocaust - mot sy ddi 1ap manh mé&, mot hanh dong
mang tinh cach mang va diy rdy tranh cii. Qua do, tic
gia da truc tiép thach thirc cac ranh gidi nghé thuat, ching
minh rang nhimg chii dé nghiém trong nhét hoan toan c6
thé duogc khai thac sau sic thong qua su két hop cua van
ban chir viét vi ngdn ngir hinh anh va do hoa.

Trong nhitng thap nién gin day, Maus da trd thanh
ddi tugng cua nhiéu hudng tiép can hoc thuat khac nhau.
Céc nghién ciru tap trung vao chin thuong nhin manh
tinh chat “khong thé ké&” ciia Holocaust; cac tiép can ky
uc, dac biét 1a khai niém postmemory (hdu ky tc) clua
Marianne Hirsch, 1am r& cach ky trc dwoc truyén tai giita
cac thé h¢; trong khi cac nghién ctru vé graphic narrative
va multimodality chi ra vai tro déc biét ciia hinh thirc thi
gi4c trong viéc biéu dat lich sir va ky tre. Tuy nhién, phn
16n cac cong trinh van nghiéng vé viéc doc Maus nhu mot
van ban ky uc hodc mdt trudong hop tu su chin thuong,
trong khi chua dat trong tam dﬁy du vao viéc doc tac
pham tir chinh c4c dic trung thé loai cta graphic novel.

Tai Viét Nam, nghién ctu vé tiéu thuyét dd hoa con
kha méng va chu yéu dimng ¢ muc gisi thiéu thé loai hodc
tac pham. Mot sb cong trinh gan day bét dau tiép can

graphic novel tir goc d6 thé loai, hay thi phap tu sy lai
ghép (Nguyén Duc Toan, 2025), cho thy sy quan tdm
ban dau dang hinh thanh. Tuy nhién, tiép nhan Maus tir
cAu truc tu sy dic thu cua tiéu thuyét dd hoa van chua
duoc quan tam nghién ctru sau.

Trén co s ké thira cac nghién ctru vé thi phap tu su
lai ghép ctia tiéu thuyét dd hoa, bai viét nay tiép can Maus
nhu mét truong hop nghién ctru nham 1am rd cach thirc
cac dau hiéu dic thu cua thé loai. Bai viét dat tac pham
trong khung lién nganh, két hop giita phuong phap tu su
hoc, ky hi€u hoc hinh anh va nghién ctru da phuong thurc,
tor d6 xem graphic novel nhu mét hinh thirc tu sy dac thu
noi ngdn tir va hinh anh cung tham gia vao qua trinh san
sinh y nghia. Bai viét phan tich ba dic trung co ban cua
tiéu thuyét dd hoa biéu hién trong tiéu thuyét d6 hoa
Maus gdm: (1) tinh lai ghép va da phuong thirc cua tu su,
(2) hé théng biéu twong ky hiéu thi giac, va (3) hinh anh
dd hoa va ngir phép thi gidc dé doc sau tac pham Maus.
Tir d6, bai viét khong chi 1am rd co ché biéu dat ky tc
chan thuong trong Maus, ma con gdp phan khing dinh
kha nang cta graphic novel nhu mét hinh thire tu su déc
thi, dong thoi goi mé hudng tiép can so sanh véi cac
graphic memoir khac, chang han nhu The Best We Could
Do (tam dich: Diéu tot nhat chiing ta cé thé lam) cua Thi
Bui (nguoi My gde Viét) lién quan chién tranh Viét Nam,
trong viéc biéu dat ky e lich st va trai nghiém hau chién.

2. Cac binh dién tw sy cua tiéu thuyét d6 hoa
trong Maus - Chuyén mét ké séng sot

O cép d6 thi phap, Maus c6 thé duoc doc nhu mot
cAu trac tu sy van hanh trén ba binh dién chinh: lai ghép
va da phuong thirc; biéu tugng ky hiéu thi giac; va hinh
anh d6 hoa cung ngit phap thi giac. Ba binh dién nay
khong tdn tai tach biét ma dan xen, bd sung 1dn nhau
trong qué trinh kién tao ¥ nghia. Néu binh dién thir nhét
cho thdy Maus ké chuyén bang su két hop ctia nhiéu hinh
thirc va nhiéu 16p dién ngon, thi binh dién thtr hai nhn
manh cach cac biéu tugng hinh anh ma héa ky trc va chan
thuong; con binh di¢n thu ba lam 10 vai trd cua nét v§,
sdc do va céu trac khung hinh trong viéc dinh hinh trai
nghiém doc.
2.1. Cau trac chat lai ghép va dic trwng da
phwong thirc

Trong lich st hinh thanh cua graphic novel, tinh lai
ghép trude hét thé hién & chinh vi thé thé loai cua né: vira
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ké thira truyén tranh nhu mot hinh thtrc ké chuyén bang
hinh tuin tu, vira tiép can tiéu thuyét 0 quy md tu su,
chiéu siu chu dé va tham vong tu tudng. Roger Sabin
xem tiéu thuyét d6 hoa nhu mot giai doan phat trién méi
cua comics (Sabin, 1996), trong khi Charles Hatfield
nhin manh diy 1a mot “emerging literature” - mot hinh
thirc van hoc dang ndi 1én, khong con bi gidi han trong
pham vi van hoa giai tri dai chung ma ngay cang budc
vao khong gian hoc thuat va phé binh van hoc (Hatfield,
2005). Jan Baetens va Hugo Frey ciing luu y rang graphic
novel chiém mot vi tri trung gian giira van hoc va nghé
thuat thi giac, gitra di san ctia comic book va yéu cau biéu
dat ciia mot hinh thire tu sy dai hoi, phirc hop (Baetens &
Frey, 2015).

Twr gbc do do, tinh lai ghép cta graphic novel khong
chi 14 sy két hop giita truyén tranh va tiéu thuyét, ma con
1a sy giao thoa gitra nhitng cap pham trt von thuong duge
tach biét: gitra dai chiing va han 1am, gitra giai tri va chinh
luan, gitta hu cAu va chan thuc, gitra tu thuat va viéc ké
lai doi sdng cua nguoi khac. Chinh kha ning di qua
nhitng duong bién iy khién graphic novel tré thanh mot
hinh thirc thich Gmg véi ca chii dé kho, nang tinh lich sir
va dao dire, dam nhan duge viée ké chuyén nhu 1a mot
hanh vi ghi chép, hdi ¢b va phan tu.

Maus 1a mot vi du tiéu biéu cho céu trac lai ghép ay.
Téac phém vira ¢6 thé duoc doc nhu mot hoi ky gia dinh,
vira nhu tiéu sir ciia Vladek Spiegelman - mot nguoi Do
Thai séng sOt sau Auschwitz, vira nhu mét ty thudt gian
tiép ctia Art Spiegelman vé vi thé ctia ngudi con thudc
“thé hé tht hai”, lai vira nhu mot van ban lich st dugc
hinh thanh tir phong van, ky trc, khao sat hién truong va
nhiéu dau vét tur liéu khac. O binh dién nay, Maus khong
chi ké mot cau chuyén vé Holocaust ma con ké ca qua
trinh cau chuyén éy duogc thu thap, tai hién va hoai nghi.
Tinh siéu tu sy vi thé tré thanh mot thanh t6 quan trong:
tac gia khong 4n minh phia sau vin ban, ma nhiéu lan
xuét hién nhu mot cha thé dang vat 1on vai chinh gidi han
cta viée ké lai cai gan nhu “khong thé ké”.

Maus I bit dau tir giira thap nién 1930 dén mua dong
1944, ¢o tén 1a “Lich sir ri mdu tir cha t6i”. Bat dau tir
chuong 1 - Chang Sheik, ngudi ké chuyén 1a “t6i” quay
nguoc lai thoi hién tai b%mg 16i dan chuyén bén ngoai:
“Téi vé Rego Park tham bé. Da ldu t6i khéng gap ong -
bé con t6i khéng than nhau” (Spiegelman, (1986/2024),
p.13) - chinh diéu nay da dua ciu chuyén tré vé thoi hién
tai, mot trong nhitng khung truyén dau tién da gioi thiéu
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ngudi doc mot trong hai nhan vat chinh cua céu chuyén:
ngudi bd va ngudi con, ciing chinh 1a nhan vat “t6i” dang
tuong trinh lai cdu chuyén. Néu Maus I chi yéu tap trung
vao qua trinh Vladek ké lai qua khir, thi Maus IT dong
thoi day manh su tu v thire ciia ngudi ké chuyén, khi Art
ngay cang nhan rd gidi han va ap lyc cua viéc dai dién
cho mét trai nghiém lich sir ma anh khong truc tiép trai
nghiém. Nhirng phan doan siéu ty sy - noi Art xuét hién
nhu mot nhan vat dang sang tac Maus, dbi dién voi thanh
cong, mic cam t6i 161 va khung hoang biéu dat - da 1am
cho cau triic ty sy tré nén phirc tap hon: ky tc khong chi
dugc ké, ma con bi chat van ngay trong qué trinh ké.
Vé6i chu tric hai phan: Maus I: My Father Bleeds
History va Maus 11: And Here My Troubles Began, trong
d6 céc 16p nguoi ké chuyén va cac 16p ky te lién tuc dan
xen, chéng xép 1én nhau, Maus dua dén mot 16i tu su
ddng hién véi chan thuong kép: mot bén 1a ky e truc tiép
ctia ngudi séng sét (memory), bén kia 1a ky wc duoc thira
hudng va tai kién tao boi thé hé sau (postmemory). Theo
Marianne Hirsch, hau ky rc khong phai 1a su tai hién don
thuan cua qua khtr, ma 1a mot hinh thirc “ghi nhé gian
tiép”, duoc hinh thanh thong qua nhig cau chuyén, hinh
anh va khoang trong ky trc ma thé h¢ sau tiép nhan tir thé
hé trude (Hirsch, 2008). Trong Maus, didu ndy thé hién
rd qua viéc Art khong chi “ghi lai” cau chuyén cuia cha,
ma con lién tuc dat cau hoi, nghi ngd va tham chi xung
dot v6i chinh ky e dy. Tir d6, Maus khong con 1a mot
hdi ky tuyén tinh, ma tro thanh mot khong gian tu sy da
tang, noi ky tc ca nhan, ky trc gia dinh va ky wc lich sir
dan xen véi hau ky uc cua thé hé sau. Chinh su chéng
xép nay tao nén mot dang “dia ting ky wc” (stratified
memory), trong d6 mdi 16p tu sy vira bd sung vira lam
léch cac 16p khac, khién viéc doc Maus luén 1a mot quéa
trinh di chuyén gitra cac cap do thoi gian, kinh nghiém va
diém nhin. Diéu nay ciing cho thdy mét dic trung quan
trong cua graphic memoir: khong chi tai hién qua khu,
ma con phan tu vé chinh kha ning ké lai qua khir 4y.
Chinh vi vy, tinh lai ghép trong Maus con 1a sy két
hop gitra nhiéu ché do chan thuc khac nhau. Tac phdm
vira sit dung phép 4n du dong vat va nhiéu thao tac hu
céu héa, vira khong ngimg kéo ngudi doc tro lai véi
nhiing ddu hiéu cua sy thuc lich sir. Cau chuyén cua
Vladek dugc ké qua nhitng khung hinh v& don gian,
nhung dong thoi lai dugc neo vao nhiing dit kién rat cu
thé cua Holocaust, vao tén dia diém, tuyén duong trén
chay, trai tap trung, nhitng cudc phéng vén kéo dai nhiéu
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nam va cac tan tich vat chat ciia qua khir. Sy dan xen nay
tao nén mot kiéu chan thuc dic thu cua graphic novel:
khong phai chan thyuc cia mé phong hién thyc truc tiép,
ma la chan thuc dugc san sinh tir viéc dat hu chu, tu liéu
va ty phan tu vao cung mot trudng tu su.

O Maus, tinh lai ghép iy con dugc ddy 1én cao do
thong qua viéc dung nap nhiéu hinh thirc biéu dat khac
nhau trong cung mét van ban. Tur goéc nhin da phuong
thirc (multimodality), ¢6 thé noi tic pham khong ké
chuyén chi bang chir hay chi bang tranh, ma bang su phdi
hop gitra ngén tir, tranh v&, bd cuc khung hinh, khoang
trang, ban d0, hinh chup va ca nhiing van ban tu lidu duoc
chén truc tiép vao mach ké. Roberto A. Valdeon dinh
nghia multimodality nhu mot hinh thirc tao nghia trong
d6 nhiéu phuong thtre ky hiéu (modes) - nhu ngén ngit,
hinh anh, 4m thanh, b cuc khong gian, yéu t6 thi giac
- ciing phdi hop dé kién tao y nghia trong mot van ban;
v6i graphic novel, diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a ¥ nghia luén duoc
phan bd qua nhiéu kénh biéu dat, chir khéng nam tron
trong mot ma don nhat (Valdedn, 2024).

Maus cho thay rat 1& co ché nay. Ngoai hé thong
tranh v& xuyén sudt, tic pham con chén vao nhiing thanh
phan khong dong chét: bdn trang “Prisoner on the Hell
Planet” (Spiegelman, p.102-105) vé&i phong cach biéu
hién dam dic, khac han 161 v& dong vat cua toan bg tac
phiam; mot bai bao cua Plc giita thap nién 1930
(Spiegelman, p.164); ban dd Auschwitz II - Birkenau
(Spiegelman, p.166); va dac biét 1a birc anh chuyp that cua
Vladek trong bd dd trai tdp trung & cudi sach
(Spiegelman, p.294)... Nhirng chét liéu nay khong phai
phu luc minh hoa, ma 1a cac thanh td tu sy thue sy, lam
thay doi nhip doc, thay ddi quy ché cua hinh anh va budc
ngudi doc lién tuc chuyén doi giita cac ché do tiép nhan:
doc, nhin, dbi chiéu, kiém ching va suy dién.

Chinh ¢ day, tinh lai ghép va tinh da phuong thuc
gap nhau. Néu tinh lai ghép giai thich vi sao Maus c6 thé
ddng thoi 14 truyén tranh va tiéu thuyét, 1a hdi ky va lich
s, 1a van ban dai chung va dién ngon chinh luan, thi tinh
da phuong thtic cho thay tic pham véan hanh cy thé ra sao
trong qua trinh ké chuyén: ngon tir, hinh anh v&, anh that
va tu liéu khong ton tai theo quan hé minh hoa don gidn
ma bo sung, d6i khang va tdi ma hoa 1an nhau. Theo
McCloud, chinh cac khoang tréng giita khung hinh va sy
tham gia ctia ngudi doc vao thao tac closure (két ndi cac
khung tranh dé thanh ndi dung chudi sy kién) 1am cho tac

phém trd thanh mot hinh thire tu sy dac biét; trong Maus,
co ché 4y con dugc mo rong khi ngudi doc phai ndi ghép
khong chi cac hinh anh vé& tuan tw, ma ca nhimng 16p chat
liéu khac duogc dua vao trong van ban (McCloud, 1993).

Trong céu trac lai ghép 4y, Maus khong chi dat canh
nhau hai hinh thuc tu su - 161 ké va hinh anh - ma con dat
canh nhau hai ché d6 kinh nghiém: kinh nghiém séng truc
tiép va kinh nghiém duoc ké lai. Diéu dang cha y 1a ky
trc ctia Vladek khong bao gio xuat hién nhu mot dong hoi
tuong lién mach, ma ludn bi “nhiéu” boi hién tai: nhiing
am anh vé tiét kiém, nhiing con cau gian, nhirg hanh vi
mang déu vét ctia sinh ton trong trai tap trung. Chinh sy
chen 14n nay khién ky &rc Holocaust khong hién ra nhu
mdt qua khir khép kin, ma nhu mét hién dién kéo dai, tiép
tuc xam nhap vao doi séng hién tai. Chinh trong co ché
nay, tinh da phuong thtc cia tac pham ciing boc 16 15
hon. Ngudi doc khong chi “nghe” ciu chuyén qua 161 ké
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cua Vladek, ma con “thay” n6 qua hinh anh, va quan
trong hon, phai ty két ndi gitra nhiing gi dwoc néi va
nhiing gi dugc ve€. Khoang cach gitra 101 va hinh - d6i khi
tring khit, d6i khi léch pha - tao ra mot khong gian dién
giai noi ky trc khong bao gid hoan toan 6n dinh. Nhu vay,
tinh da phuong thic khong chi 1a sy két hop nhiéu
phuong tién biéu dat, ma con 12 mot co ché budc nguoi
doc tham gia vao viéc tai cAu trac cau chuyén.

Tir d6 o thé thay, binh dién lai ghép va da phuong
thirc khong chi 1a bdi canh hinh thanh ctua Maus, ma la
nguyén 1y t6 chirc tu sy cia tac pham. Chinh nhd nguyén
1y ndy, Maus méi c6 kha nang vira giit duge sirc truyén
dat truc tiép ctia hinh anh, vira dat t&i chiéu sau phan tu
va tinh nghiém tic cia tiéu thuyét hién dai; vira ké mot
ciu chuyén rat riéng cua gia dinh Spiegelman, vira mé
rong n6 thanh mot suy tu vé lich s, ky rc va gidi han
ctia biéu dat. Tir nén tang ay, cac phuong dién tiép theo -
biéu tugng thi giac va hinh thirc dd hoa - thuc su phat huy
vai tro trong viéc truyén tai ky ¢ va chén thwong
Holocaust.

2.2: Biéu twong thi giac - ky hiéu cua ky ¢ va
chan thwong

O binh dién thir hai, Maus cho thay hinh anh khong
chi 1a chét liéu ciia mot céu tric da phuong thirc ma con
van hanh nhu mot hé théng biéu tuong, thong qua dé cac
véan d& vé can tinh, ky e va chén thuong duge ma hoa
tryc tiép bang thi gic. N6i bat nhat 14 an du dong vat:
Trong Maus, tac gia khong v€ cac nhan vat la nhiing con
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ngudi binh thuong, ma éng da 4n du nhitng con ngudi 4y
thanh nhiing con vat ngay tir dau cau chuyén - viéc nay
da gitip cho tic pham c6 tinh 4n du biéu twong ngay tir
dau va xuyén sudt ca tic pham. Khi nhan vat chinh la
nhitng ngudi Do Thai - dugc v€ thanh nhiing con chudt,
bon Pirc Quéc x3 - nhitng con meo, ngudi Ba Lan la
nhitng con lon - tic gia dd néu ra dwoc mot hé thdng hinh
tuong an du bang céc loai vat, tir 46 gitup Spiegelman co
duoc sy dién dat doc dao trong viéc boc 16 y nghia vé
tham hoa Holocaust xuyén sudt cau chuyén. Hé thng
nay khong chi tao hiéu ung nhén dién tirc thoi, ma con
phoi 16 logic phan loai va phi nhén héa cua chu nghia
phat xit. Nhiing gi trong lich st timg dién ra dudi dang
din ngon ky thi chiing toc & day duoc chuyén thanh hinh

iy duge co

A

anh; ngudi doc khong chi “hiéu” ma con “thay
ché truy buc Ay.

|

LICH SU Ri MAU TU CHA TOI
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TV vow -
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Hinh 1. Léi minh hoa an du mang tinh biéu tiwong trong
Maus - Chuyén mét ké song sot.
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Ching han, hinh twong an du ddu tién chinh 13 chut
- 4n du cho nhimng nguoi Do Thai 14 nan nhan trong vu
di¢t ching Holocaust. Tao hinh chudt goi nén than phan
bé nho, dang thuong cua nhitng ngudi Do Thai, dong
thoi, cho thay viéc mét tiéng noi ctia nguoi Do Thai trude
viéc tham sat hang loat cua ca dén toc, khi tiéng kéu cua
ho khong dugc ai biét dén va néu c6 biét dén ciing khong
dugc cong nhan va quan tim. An du chudt khic sdu thém
ndi dau mang tinh nhan loai cia ngudi Do Thai néi riéng
va ca loai nguoi trong thoi diém ay néi chung, ndi dau bi
truy dudi va sat hai mot cach tan nhin, ndi dau khi phai
che gidu than phan va khong duoc cong khai danh tinh
that, cling nhu ndi dau vé mot sb phén mac nhién bi dinh
doat boi sb phén khac. Nha van con t6 dam tinh bi tham
ctia than phan con nguoi khi ddt cac khudn hinh cai chét
cuia nguoi-chudt véi con cho dai bi ban chét.

y ulin LA ng OF kwdve B) TREO
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Hinh 2. S6 phdn bi tham ciia nguoi Do Théi qua nhitng
biéu twong song hanh.
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Hon thé, hé théng 4n du dong vat trong Maus khong
nén dugc hiéu nhu mot so dd ma hoa don gian, trong d6
mdi loai twong tmg v6i mot nhém ngudi ¢d dinh. Trén
thuc té, Spiegelman nhiéu lan lam cho hé théng nay tro
nén bat on, qua d6 phoi 19 tinh chét kién tao cua moi phéan
loai céan tinh. Nhitng nhan vat phai deo mét na - chudt deo
mat na heo, hoac nguoi Do Thai ¢ “hoa trang” thanh
ngudi Ba Lan - cho thiy cin tinh khong phai 1 mot ban
chit tu nhién, ma 1a mot hiéu ung cua nhén dién va
quyén lyc.

Nhung diéu do déng thoi thé hién duoc su can
truong va bén bi khi ¢ tan cung cua cai chét ho van tim
dugc duong séng va bang moi cach dé séng. Piéu do
duoc thé hién béng nhan vat Vladek -

A9y

“t6i”, dong thoi cling chinh 1a cha cua tic gia Art

cha cta nhan vt

Splegelman. Vladek mac du da budc mét chan vao ctra
tir, nhung van bang chinh tai nang, kinh nghiém va sy bén
bi, cling nhu tinh than khong bo cudc dé chién dau t6i
cung ctia minh - d3 “di trén ddy” qua hé sdu ciia vuc tham
va séng s6t mot cach dang kham phuc.

Bén canh hé théng an du dong vat 4n tugng noi
trén, Maus con trién khai mot mang luédi cac biéu tuong
thong qua hinh anh thi giac khac c6 y nghia dac biét trong
viéc mi hoa ky trc va cdu tric quyén luc cua Holocaust.
Chang han, bd quan 40 soc cua ti nhén trai tip trung xut
hién goi ky tc dau thuong cua nhén loai, dong thoi nhu
mot dau hiéu cua su phi ca thé hoa, xo4 nhoa ban thé,
chuyén con ngudi thanh nhiing don vi c6 thé quan tri va
kiém soat. O cép d6 thi giac, su 1ap lai nay tao nén mot
nhip diéu hinh anh mang tinh cudng ché, noi than phan
bi quy chuan héa. Song song voi do, sy xuat hién ctia ban
dd - dac biét 1a so d6 Auschwitz - khong chi mang chirc
nang tu liéu, ma con phoi 10 mot dang quyén Iuc khac:
quyén luc t6 chirc khong gian. Pang chu ¥ hon, cac hinh
anh vé cira, duong va hanh trinh di chuyén ciing tao thanh
mot trudng biéu trong quan trong trong tac phim. Nhiing
con dudng, 16i di, tuyén tau hay hanh trinh chay trén
khong don thudn 13 yéu t6 cbt truyén, ma phan anh trang
thai ton tai ludn bi dit trong chuyén dong cudng birc: con
nguoi bi day tir noi nay sang noi khac, tir khong gian séng
sang khong gian chét. Trong mot sé phan doan, hinh anh
con duong hién 1én véi cdu trac goi lién tuong dén hinh
chit thap ngoac (swastika). Chinh sy giao thoa gilra cac
biéu tuwgng nay - tir trang phuc, ban dd dén khong gian di
chuyén - dd cho thiy Maus khong chi ké lai lich st

Holocaust, ma con tai hién n6 nhu mot hé théng ky hiéu,
noi quyén lyc van hanh théng qua viéc t6 chiic co thé,
khong gian va ca hanh trinh sdng con ciia con ngudi.

Hinh 3. Nhitng nga dm‘mg chir thap ngodc bua vay.

C6 thé thay, hé thong biéu tugng trong Maus khong
van hanh nhu nhitng hinh anh minh hoa don 1¢, ma nhu
mdt mang ludi ky hi¢u lién két chat chd v6i nhau. Cac
biéu twong ndy vira ma hoa ky tc, vira phoi 16 co ché
quyén luec, déng thoi tao ra mot trai nghiém thi giac noi
ngudi doc khong chi tiép nhan ciu chuyén ma con phai
ddi dién véi nhitng c4u trac bao luc d3 san sinh ra no.
Chinh ¢ diém nay, graphic novel cho thdy kha ning dic
thu ctia minh: chuyén tai nhitng kinh nghiém lich st cuc
han thong qua su két hop giita hinh anh va tu su.

2.3. Binh dién hinh anh ngén ngi¥ - dé hoa va
ngir phap thi giac

Dic trung cua graphic novel khong chi nim & sy
hién dién ctia hinh anh, ma con & hinh thirc d6 hoa cu thé:
nét vé, sic do, ciu trac khung hinh, nhip diéu bd cuc va
su phan bd khoang tring. Chinh nhimng yéu t6 nay tao nén
didu co6 thé goi 1a « ngu phap thi giac” ciia Maus - tirc hé
thdng cac quy téc t6 chuc hinh anh, qua do trai nghiém
doc duogc dinh hinh. Twong tu nhu ngu phap trong ngon
ngit 11 ndi va van ban - noi cic quy tic vé trat tw, quan
hé va két hop ctia cac don vi (tir, cau) cho phép tao nghla
- ngl phap thi glac ciing van hanh nhu mot hé thong to
chire cac yéu t6 hinh anh nhiam kién tao va diéu huéng y
nghia tu su.

Nét vé cia Spiegelman trong Maus mang tinh gidn
luoc, tiét ché va c6 chu y phi hién thuc. Cac nhan vat
dong vat dugc tao hinh bang nhitng dudong nét kha don
so, khuon mat it chi tiét, déng nhat khong phan biét dugc
cac nhan vat vdi nhau. Su gidn lugc nay khong lam giam
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suc nang cam xuc cua cau chuyén; nguoc lai, nd tao ra
mot khoang cach thdm my can thiét, cho phép nguoi doc
tiép can mot chu dé lich st cuc han ma khong bi nhan
chim trong chi nghia ta thuc. No6i theo Hillary Chute, strc
manh ctia comics thuong nam ¢ kha ning vira cho thay
vét chét cta hinh anh, vira duy tri mot d6 khuc xa khién
ngudi doc khong quén rang day 1a mot hanh vi trinh bay,
ghi chép va phan tu vé lich st (Chute, 2017).

Hé thdng biéu twong thi giac trong Maus con hoat
dong doc lap ¢ C'Qip do cAu triic. Nhidu khung tranh gén
nhu khong c6 161 thoai hodc 161 thoai cuc ky ngén gon,
nhung hinh anh van truyén tai dugc ting nghia siu sac.
Chang han, canh nhiing nguoi Do Thai bi treo ¢d giita
phd Modrzejowska (phan I), 16i truyén chi 1a mot céu
lanh lung: “Ho bi treo ¢ d6 tron mot tuan.” (Maus, p.85).
Trong khi d6, hinh anh véi nhitng than chudt dung dua
trén gia treo, bong den ciia linh Pirc va phong nén thanh
ph tinh ling da néi 1én ndi kinh hoang tro troi va su vo
cam cua lich str. Hodc chi tiét cac co gai tré bi treo )
xudt hién dot ngdt cit ngang hién thuc trd chuyén giita
céc cha con (Maus, p.239) nhu thé bong ma qua khir bat
ctr khi nao ciing dong hién véi cudc song hién tai. O day,
biéu twong thi giac khong con 1a “phu” cho ngdn tir ma
tro thanh ngdn ngir chinh, budc ngudi doc phai dung lai,
quan sat va tu cam nhan sy im lang chét choc cua ky uc
chén thuong. Su cong hudng giira didn ngdn hinh anh va
dién ngdn ngon tir trong Maus - chuyén mot ké song sot
1a yéu t6 then chét tao nén strc manh truyén tai thong diép
clia tac pham. Ngon tir trong tac pham bd sung va tuong
tac v6i cac yéu td hinh anh. Vi cac nhan vat duoc vé theo
dang dong vat df”)ng nhét, 101 thoai va cht thich tré thanh
cdng cu quan trong dé phén bi¢t nhan vat, xac dinh boi
canh va giai thich hanh dong. Ngoai ra, ngon tir cling gitp
lam ndi bat cac chi tiét quan trong ma hinh anh khong thé
truyén tai day du, chang han nhu cam giac cing thang ndi
tam, ky &rc vé ndi so hai, hay nhitng suy nghi vé dao dirc
va ton tai. Su két hop gitra hinh anh va ngén tir tao ra mét
hiéu (mg dong thoi, khién cau chuyén tré nén song dong
va sdu sic hon. Dién ngdn ngén tir khong chi gitup nguoi
doc hiéu cau chuyén ma con dinh hinh trai nghi€ém cam
xtc va nhén thirc v& Holocaust. Diéu nay hién 1én rd nét
trong canh Vladek ké lai quy trinh Selektion tai
Auschwitz'. Khi nhic dén ménh Iénh “FACE LEFT!”
(Quay trai) (Spiegelman, p.218), nguodi cha khong chi
thuat lai béng 161 ma con lap lai béng chinh co thé minh,
xoay nguoi theo dong tdc nam xua ngay trong khoanh
khéc hién tai, trude anh nhin va may ghi &m cua con trai.
Ky tc, vi thé, khong nam yén nhu mot cau chuyén da
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khép lai, ma sng ddy trong hanh dong ké, nhu thé qua
khtr vin chua timg roi di. Pang cha y, trén vin bén,
Vladek giit nguyén tir Selektion, mot tir tiéng Pirc dé chi
viéc phan loai tu nhan séng va chét. Chinh lya chon ngoén
ngit nay 1am 16 ra mot diéu quan trong: ky trc Holocaust
trong Maus khong thé duogc “dich” tron ven sang mot hé
ngon ngir khac. N6 luén mang theo dau vét ctia noi n6 da
sinh ra, khién ngén tir tr& nén nang triu lich str, khong
coOn trong sudt ma tré thanh mot 16p ky hi¢u dam dac, noi
su 1éch chudn va pha tron ngon ngit phan anh sy dirt gay
clia trai nghiém chéan thwong. Tuy nhién, ngay khi 1i ké
dang nbi lién hai thoi diém, hinh anh lai bat ngd cat
ngang, dua nguoi doc tro vé truc tiép véi canh trong trai
tap trung - noi Vladek hién 1én nhu mdt than thé tré, tran
trui va bi kiém soat. Su chuyén ddi nay tao ra mot cang
thing dic biét: néu hinh anh dwdng nhu tach bach qua
khir va hién tai, thi 161 ké lai lam diéu nguoc lai, giir
chung trong mét dong lién tuc. Nho 36, qua khir khong
bi déy lui vé phia sau, ma tiép tuc ton tai trong hién tai,
am anh va chi phdi cach n6 duoc ké lai.

W31 Vg 80’ AT KndE VA
SANG BEN 561
oY e 2

Hinh 4. Quy trinh Selektion: chi can “quay trai” va sau
dé dén 16 hoi ngat.

1Selektion (tiéng Duc: “lya chon”) 1a thuat nglt duoc sur dung
trong cac trai tap trung ctia Dirc Quc xa dé chi quy trinh phan
loai ti nhan, trong d6 cac bac si SS (dién hinh nhu Josef
Mengele tai Auschwitz) quyét dinh nhanh chong ai con du sirc
lao dong va ai s& bi dua dén cac phong hoi ngat. Quy trinh nay
thuong dién ra dinh ky, mang tinh tily tién va vé nhan dao, tr&
thanh mot trong nhitng co ché giét ngudi mang tinh hé théng
trong Holocaust.
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Hinh 5. Chdn dung Viadek trong bé do trai tdp trung
(anh that).

Viéc sir dung den - tring xuyén sudt tac pham 1a mot
Iira chon c6 tinh nguyén tic trong ngit phap thi giac cua
Maus. Nhung nhitng khuon hinh day dac sy kién, noi cac
mang den, xam va tring lién tuc to chirc lai cam gidc vé
khong gian, thoi gian va tim trang. Pen - tring trudc hét
tao cam giac tu li¢u, gé‘ln v6i anh luu trit, bao cii va ky tc
xa xam; dong thoi, né ciing 1am cho thé gidi trong truyén
hién Ién nhu mét khong gian da bi rat kiét sinh khi. Khi
dat canh buc anh that cua Vladek & cubi tac phém, nguoi
doc cang thiy 15 rang toan bo hé thong dd hoa den - tréng
4y khong chi 1a mét lwa chon my thut, ma con 1a mot
chién lugc goi nhic mdi quan hé gitra ky (rc v& lai va ddu
tich vat cht cua lich st.

Trong Maus, Art Spiegelman s dung ciu tric
truyén tranh véi cac khung tranh lién tiép dé ké cau
chuyén Holocaust dudi hai dong thoi gian: hién tai khi
Art phong van cha minh (Vladek), va qua khtr khi Vladek
nhé lai trai nghiém tai céc trai tap trung Pirc Qudc xa.
Maus - chuyén mot ké song sot khong trinh bay moi chi
tiét, hanh dong hodc dong thoi gian bang nhiing hinh anh
lién tuc; thay vao dé, nhiéu sy kién va chuyén dong giita
cac khung tranh khong duogc tac gia minh hoa mot cach
lién mach nham muc dich dé nguoi doc tu lap day khoang
trbng. Vé&i dung ¥ nay, nghé thuit ké chuyén cua Art
Spiegelman khong don thuan truyén tai cac su kién lich
st ma con phan anh cach ky e chin thuong cia nhan
vat. Nho vay, phﬁn hinh anh gitra cac khung tranh luon

yéu cau doc gia sir dung tri tuong tuong dé hoan chinh
cac su kién ma Vladek ké, diéu nay tao ra sy tuong tac
sdu sdc giita y thirc nguoi doc va ky tre lich sir. Nhiéu nha
nghién ctru cling luu ¥ rang tac pham chu dong tan dung
su tham gia nay dé gay 4n twong manh ddi véi nguoi doc
vé Holocaust, khién ho khong chi nhin ma con cdm nhén va
“hoan thi¢n” céc sy kién trong tam tri cia minh.

Céu triic khung hinh cta Maus ciing gbp phan quan
trong vao viéc dinh hinh nhip diéu ké chuyén. Phan 16n
tac pham duogc t6 chirc bang cac khung twong ddi déu, tao
cam giac 6n dinh, kiém soét va tuan ty. Chinh sy déu dan
éy khién mdi bién dong cua bd cuc - mot khung dac biét
day dac, mot doan bi nén lai, mot trang chén truyén tranh
khac phong cach nhu “Prisoner on the Hell Planet” - trd
nén ndi bat va mang gid tri nhdn manh.

Hinh 6. Truyén long truyén: Prisoner on the Hell

Planet véi phong cach vé khdc long ghép trong Maus.

Dic biét, viéc chén vao truyén nhitng chét liéu khac
phong céch - nhu doan Prisoner on the Hell Planet v&i
16i v& biéu hién manh, trong phan hoan toan v&i phan
con lai - khong chi tao hiu ng thi gidc, ma con lam gian
doan ngit phap quen thudc ctia tac pham. Ngudi doc bude
phai “doc lai” cach minh dang doc, nhén ra réng mdi hinh
anh khong chi la mot phé‘ln cua cau chuyén, ma con 1a mot
déu vét ctia mot ché do biéu dat khac. Nho d6, hinh thic
dd hoa trong Maus khong chi phuc vu ndi dung, ma tro
thanh mot cach suy tw vé chinh kha ning biéu dat ctua
hinh anh.

Tir goc d6 nay, ¢ thé néi Maus cho thdy ban sic cia
graphic novel khong chi nam & viéc ké chuyén bang hinh
anh, ma & cach hinh anh dugc tao hinh va té chirc nhu
mot ngdn ngit. Nét v& gian lugc, bang mau den - tring,

39



Nguyen Phuong Khanh, Nguyen Minh Tuyet, Dang Lam Thanh Van, Trang Tuong Tram Thuy

nhip khung én dinh nhung linh hoat, su chen cai cua chét
lidu tu lidu va sy van hanh ctia khoang trang d4 ciing nhau
lam nén m&t ngtr phap thi giac dac thu. Chinh ngit phép
4y bién viéc doc Maus thanh mot kinh nghiém vira thi
giac vira nhan thirc, noi ngudi doc khong chi theo ddi cau
chuyén Holocaust ma con cam nhan dugc hinh thic dd
hoa nhu mét phuong tién suy tu vé lich str, ky trc va gidi
han cua biéu dat.

Trong tuong quan voi cac graphic memoir duong
dai, Maus khién lién tuong dén tac pham The Best We
Could Do cia Thi Bui nhu hai cdu chuyén dong diéu
trong hanh trinh tim kiém mot phuong thirc khéc trong
biéu dat ky trc ca nhan béng tu su d0 hoa. Thi Bui cling
Iwa chon mét huéng tiép can di sdu vao trai nghiém ca
nhan va gia dinh trong bdi canh chién tranh va di cu, qua
d6 kién tao ky trc nhw mot hanh trinh tim hiéu can tinh.
Tac pham cua Thi Bui truy vét lich sir gia dinh tir Viét
Nam sang Hoa Ky, dong thoi 1am ndi bat kinh nghiém ti
nan, su dtt gy vian hoa va nhiing cang thang gitra cac thé
hé. Piém gap g& quan trong gitra hai tac phdm nam ¢ viéc
ca hai déu dat ky uc trong trang thai khong hoan tét.
O Maus, ky trc ludn bi gian doan boi chin thuong va béi
khoang cach thé hé; trong khi d6, & The Best We Could
Do, ky trc hién 1én nhu mot qua trinh truy van lién tuc,
noi ngudi ké chuyén vira 1a nguoi thira hudéng vira 1a
ngudi tai kién tao qua khi cuia gia dinh minh. Ca hai déu
cho thiy ring ky trc khong phai 1a mot kho luu trit tinh,
ma la mot thue hanh ty sy, ludn vén dong gitta nhd - quén
- ké lai.

Nhung ¢ Maus sit dung bang mau den - tring va hinh
anh dong vat nhu mot chién luoc khai quat hoa va tao
khoang cach thim my, tao cam gic dau dén ning né hon,
thi Thi Bui lai sir dung mau sic 4m, duong nét mém va
b6 cuc giau cam xtic dé nhin manh tinh than mat cua ky
{rc gia dinh. Néu Maus hudng t6i viéc suy tu vé gidi han
ctia biéu dat khi d6i dién v6i mot tham hoa lich sir mang
tinh toan cau, thi The Best We Could Do lai nhin manh
kha nang ké lai lich st tir nhitng c4u chuyén nho, riéng
tu, noi ky wre dugc tai cdu trac thong qua trai nghiém ca
nhan va quan hé gia dinh.

Tir goc nhin so sanh nay, c6 thé thiy graphic novel,
dac bi¢t trong dang graphic memoir, c6 kha nang trd
thanh mot khong gian quan trong dé tai cu truc ky trc
lich str trong van hoc duong dai. Khong chi dung & viéc
ké lai qua khtr, cac tic phdm nay con cho thay ky trc ludn
dugc trung gian hoa qua hinh thirc, va chinh hinh thirc d6
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hoa - véi tinh lai ghép va da phuong thirc - d@ md ra
nhitng kha ning biéu dat méi cho nhiing kinh nghiém lich
sir phirc tap va kho dién dat.

3. Két luan

Tiép can Maus - Chuyén mét ké song sét tir cac binh
dién tu sy ddc thu cua graphic novel cho thiy tic pham
nay khong chi 1a mot van ban vé Holocaust, ma con la
mot thue nghiém tu sy phttc hop cua van hoc duong dai.
O binh dién lai ghép va da phuong thirc, Maus cho thy
kha nang dung nap nhiéu hinh thirc ké chuyén, nhiéu
ché do chan thuc va nhiéu loai chit liéu biéu dat trong
cung mot van ban. O binh dién biéu tuong thi giac, tac
pham chuyén tai cac van dé vé can tinh, ky trc va chan
thuong bang mot hé thdng hinh anh co strc nén va stc
am anh dic biét. O binh dién hinh anh d6 hoa va ngir
phép thi giac, nét v&, sic do va cdu trac khung hinh da
truc tiép dinh hinh trai nghiém doc, cho thay hinh thtc
d6 hoa khong ding ngoai ma tham gia vao qua trinh san
sinh y nghia.

Maus ching minh rang graphic novel khong chi la
su md& rong cua truyén tranh hay sy minh hoa cho vin
ban, ma 1a mét hinh thure ty su dac thu, c6 kha nang biéu
dat lich s, ky tc va chan thuong bang nhiing phuong
tién ma tiéu thuyét ngdn tir thudn tay kho dat toi theo
cung mdt cach. Viéc dat Maus trong tuwong quan vdi cac
graphic memoir khac nhu The Best We Could Do ctiia Thi
Bui ciling ggi m¢o mot hudng nghién ctru quan trong: doc
lai ky wc lich sir va kinh nghiém hau chién thong qua
nhitng hinh thirc tu sy thi giac, noi ndi dung va hinh thirc
cung dugc tai to che trong mot khong gian biéu dat moi.
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Abstract: Maus: A Survivor’s Tale by Art Spiegelman is one of the most renowned and influential graphic novels of the twentieth
century, and the first work of its kind to receive the Pulitzer Prize (1992). This article approaches Maus:A Survivor’s Tale through the
specific narrative dimensions of the graphic novel, treating it as a hybrid and multimodal form of storytelling in which images, words,
and documentary materials jointly contribute to the construction of meaning. The study develops three main analytical dimensions: (1)
hybridity and multimodality in narrative; (2) the system of visual-symbolic representations; and (3) graphic imagery and visual grammar.
Accordingly, the article clarifies how Maus:A Survivor’s Tale articulates the traumatic memory of the Holocaust not merely as historical
content, but as a reading experience structured through the distinctive affordances of the graphic novel form.

Key words: Maus: A Survivor's Tale; graphic novel; visual narrative; memory; Holocaust.
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