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Tém tat: Nhan loai dét ra cau hdi xa hoi Nam Phi trong thoi dai chuy&n giao ché d6 Apartheid dién ra
nhw thé nao? C6 thwe sy nhw chung ta van thay trong bai dién thuyét cda céc chinh tri gia phwong Tay,
hay d6 la sw liva mj clia c4c hoc thuyét dé quéc, thuc dan? Bai bao clia chung téi di tim cau tré 1&i théng

qua tiéu thuyét Tudi sat da (Age of Iron) ctia John Maxwell Coetzee. Khong hi vong phuc dwng tinh hinh
chinh trj x& hoi Nam Phi nhitng ndm cudi thé ki XX, dau thé ki XXI ma théng qua cac van d& ma nha van
dat giai Nobel Van hoc 2003 dét ra, bai bao khai quat bi kich clia ngudi da tréng 14n ngudi da den trong
thoi dai Apartheid nhuw: bi kich lwu vong, than phan li tan, bi coi thuwong, ... Bang sau dé 1a khong khi bao

Iwc cta chién tranh.

T khéa: d4t nwéc Nam Phi; John Maxwell Coetzee; Apartheid; Tudi sét d4; bi kich.

1. M& dau

Apartheid (tieng Ha  Lan: Apartheid,  tiéng
Afrikaan: e 'partfieit) la chinh sach phan biét chung toc
giita nguoi da tring va da den & Nam Phi noi riéng va
chau Phi néi chung. Ché do nay chinh thic tré thanh
chinh sach cai tri & Nam Phi tr 1948 va kéo dai
khoang gan nira thé ki. Nam 1990, tong thong Frederik
Willem de Klerk! bit diu dam phan dé chdm dat phan
biét chung toc. Cudc bau cir dan chu da sic toc dién ra
vao nam 1994, véi chién thing cua Pai hoi Dan toc
Phi (ANC) do Nelson Mandela lanh dao da giup Nam
Phi budc sang mot thoi ki mai. Vai chién thiang nay,
Nam Phi tuyén bS cham dut Apartheid, tuy nhién
nhitng hé luy cua phan biét chung toc van con anh
huéng téi chinh tri, x4 hoi, con nguoi dén hém nay.
Nhiéu nha van di phan anh mot cach chan thuc buc
tranh chinh trj réi ren, bao luc, tham khéc trudc va hau
Apartheid nhu: Sol Plaatje (1876-1932), Can Themba
(1924-1968), Nat Nakasa (1937-1965),... Tiéu biéu la
thé hé sinh ra va 16n 1én trong ché d¢ Apartheid nhu:
Zakes Mda, Phaswane Mpe, Sello Duiker, Mark Behr,
Nadine Gordimer (Nobel 1991), Andre Brink, trong d6
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phai ké dén “ké ngogi cugc” (Pao Trung Pao): John
Maxwell Coetzee.

Nam 2006, John Maxwell Coetzee (J.M. Coetzee)
tro thanh cong dan dat nude Australia, tuy nhién thoi
diém nam 2003, khi ong dwoc Vién Han 1am Thuy Dién
trao giai Nobel Van hoc, 6ng dang 1a cong dan nudc
Nam Phi, nén chiing ta vin xem 6ng 1a nha vin vi dai
ctia Nam Phi ndi riéng va chau Phi noéi chung. Vuot ra
ngoai ciu chuyén qudc tich, bién gidi lanh thd, sang tac
ctia J.M.Coetzee? dit ra vin dé nhtrc nhdi nhit & Nam
Phi d6 1a ndi dau phan biét ching toc ciling nhu nhiing
mau thudn xa hoi trong 1ong dat nudce thoi ki hau thuc
dan. Hién nay, ¢ Viét Nam da c6 6 tiéu thuyét cta 6ng

1Sinh ngay 18-3-1936 tai Johannesburg, nhan giai thuéng
Nobel Hoa binh nam 1993.
dugc chuyén ngit: Giira mién dat dy (In the Heart of the
Country - 1977), Boi bon moei (Waiting for
the Barbarians - 1980), Cudc doi va thoi dai cua
Michael K (Life and Times of Michael K -1983), Tudi
st da (Age of iron - 1990), Ruong bé (Disgrace -1990),
Nguwoi cham (Slow man - 2005),... Mdi tiéu thuyét dugc
xem la nhiing phén canh khac nhau ctia xa hoi Nam Phi
thoi dai Apartheid. Khéng nhu cac tiéu thuyét cia nha
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van dong huong cing thoi - Nadine Gordimer, J.M.
Coetzee hiém khi truc tiép miéu ta khung canh bao luc
clia cac phe dbi lap, bang nhitng bi kich mang tinh lya
chon trugc hodn canh, tat ca cac van dé cua Nam Phi
thoi dai Apaetheid hién 1én cu thé, chan thuc: xung dét
den - trdng, cwéng birc, hiép dam, bao luc, tra thi, dong
tinh nam, dong tinh ni, ranh gidi than phdn, ni quyén
hdu thugc dia, quyén luc ké manh, ke khac, ...

Tudi sat da (Age of Iron) duoc viét vao nam 1990,
nhitng nam cudi cua ché do Apartheid (duoc dich gia
Anh Thu dich sang tiéng Viét nim 2003) liy bdi canh
thoi dai Nam Phi chuyén giao quyén luc tir nguoi da
trang sang nguoi da den. Vi khung canh lich sir nhay
cam, J.M. Coetzee di dem dén cho ban doc thé gioi
nhiing goc khuat cia x& hoi Nam Phi mau thuin, bao
lyc. Thé gidi van lam tuong rang s& c6 mot Nam Phi
hoa giai thuc sw, nhung dudi trang van kho khdc cua
J.M. Coetzee ciing nhu thyc té da ching minh: bao lyc
tré thanh van hoa. Tudi sat dd (Age of lron) duoc viét
du6i dang céc bic thu véi nhiing trang nhat ki ngat
quang vé mat thoi gian; ngudi ké chuyén ngoi thir nhét,

2].M. Coetzee sinh ngay 9-2-1940 tai CapeTown, trong
mot gia dinh gbc Pirc (Do Thai) di cu sang Nam Phi. Ong
duoc hoc hanh bai ban vin chuong va ngén ngit Anh 13n cong
nghé thong tin ¢ nhidu qudc gia khac nhau. Pén nim 1968,
ong ldy bang Tién st khi dung may tinh phan tich cac tiéu
thuyét cia Samuel Beckett (Nobel Vin hoc 1969). Nam 1972,
ong trd v& Nam Phi va bit dau viét tidu thuyét. Ngay tir nhitng
tidu thuyét dau tay, 6ng da co chd dimg nhét dinh trong long
ban doc phuong Tay. Dén nay, 6ng di co 14 cubn tiéu thuyét
va hang loat tac phdm ty truyén, phé binh vin hoc, bai giang...
Ngoai giai thuong Nobel Vin hoc 2003, éng 1a ngudi dau tién
hai 14n gianh giai Booker - giai thuéng van chuong Anh ngit
cho tiéu thuyét Life and Times of Michael K (Cudc doi va thoi
dai ciia Michael K - 1983) va Disgrace (Rudng bé - 1999).
diém nhin trdn thuat dat vao nhan vat trung tam cua cau
chuyén 1a ba gia Curren. Pay 1a hai cach tac gia dé cho
nhén vt - ngudi da tring Nam Phi, nhitng nhan ching
cu thé tryuc tiép boc 16 ndi 1ong riéng tu, sau kin nhét vé
bi kich con nguoi. Tac pham da phan anh chan thyc,
quyét liét, gay gét vé tinh hinh chinh tri Nam Phi thong
qua bao dong vii trang, giét choc, truy tim, bat bé, ranh
giéi khu vyc sinh séng, quan diém vé tinh dong chi,
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nguoi vo gia cu, phan biét gidi tinh, tudi tac, mbi quan
hé gitra nhan dan va canh sat, chinh phu nha nudéc,. ..

2. N6i dung

Ciing giéng nhu mot s6 tac pham khéc cua J.M.
Coetzee, tiéu thuyét Tuai sdt da (Age of lron) dugc dng
chon ngudi ké chuyén 1a nguoi da trang - ba Curren. Co
gai gia trinh tiét Magda trong Giiza mién dat ay (In the
Heart of the Country), gido su David Lurie trong Ruong
bo (Disgrace), vi Quan toa trong Dgi bon moi (Waiting
for the Barbarians)... déu la nhiing nguoi da tring, phia
bén kia chién tuyén trong ché do phan biét chung toc,
dai dién cho ké mgnh. Ho vira nhan vat trai nghiém,
chang kién, vira mang diém nhin bén trong chii quan va
diém nhin bén ngoai khach quan. Cho nén, nhan vat c6
co hoi triét 1i vé& cudc chién, tinh hinh chinh tri va bi
kich da den - da tring. .M. Coetzee khong danh gia,
nhan xét vé tinh chat, dic diém cua Apartheid. Bing
cach dé cho nhan vt trung tdm ném trai va lya chon,
ong bay t6 thai do kin ddo ma khong kém phan quyét
liét vé xa hoi Nam Phi.

Nhan vat chinh cua Tudi sat da (Age of lron) 1a mot
gido su giang day tai mot truong dai hoc nay da nghi
huud, bi ung thu & giai doan cudi. Ba Curren c6 ngudi
con gai dd bo xtr & sang dinh cu tai Hoa Ki va kién
quyét khdng quay tro lai Nam Phi: “Me dirng goi con vé
nhé, vi con s& khdng vé dau” [2, tr.168]. Trong ndi nhé
thwong con da diét ba viét thu dé giai toa tam trang va
ké cho con gai nghe vé tit ca nhiing gi dang dién ra
xung quanh ba. Ba cho Vercueil - mot ngudi dan dng vo

3Hau hét cac nhan vat ké chuyén trong tiéu thuyét cua
J.M. Coetzee la nhiing ngudi co trinh d6 hoc van cao, 1on tudi
va ting trai.
gia cu lang vang xung quanh cac khu phd ta tdc trong
nha, boi ba ciing can c6 nguoi va dac biét 1a dé day xe
mdi khi xe bi tit may va dén buu dién giri thu cho con
gai. Florence 1a ngudi gilp viéc c¢6 ba nguoi con, trong
d6 c6 mot nguoi con trai tén 1a Bheki. Bheki va ban cua
c4u ta bi xe cuiia canh sat tan cong khién bi thwong. Dinh
diém cua mau thuin xay dén khi Bheki va bén ngudi
ban khéc bi ban chét tai Guguletu trong cudc dung do
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gitta hoc sinh khéng chiu dén truong va canh sat. Ba
Curren d3 c6 mot cudc ndi chuyén vai Thabane vé tinh
dong chi: “Nhung viéc giét choc va ¢6 mau nhan danh
tinh dong chi nay thi toi rat ghét, ghét bang ca trai tim
va tdm hon toi. Toi nghi d6 1a da man” [2, tr.182]. Doi
v6i Thabane thi ba Curren da khong hiéu gi vé tinh
dong chi & tang 16p tré tudi cia Nam Phi. Sau khi chiing
kién tat thay canh do nét, giét choc, xac chét, Curren
dan nhan ra ban chét caa Apartheid va ba c¢6 y dinh tu
tar. Mot dém no, ba Curren thirc day va thiy John® hoi
vé Bheki. Ba ndi 1a cau ta da chét, nhung cau bé duong
nhu khong hiéu. Cau ta bj thwong va dugc ba cham séc.
Mét ngay no, Curren thay ciu ta giau khau sing luc, ba
d4 goi 6ng Thabane dé dua John di. Sang hom sau, canh
sat ap dén va ban chét cau ta ngay trong nha cua Curren.
Ngdi nha cua ba bi luc soat, d6 v&, pha huy, bi xam
pham. Luc nay bénh cua Curren ngay cang phat trién.
Con dau ctia ba tro nén tdi té hon, va c6 nhimg con 4c
mong ki qudi. Vercueil chdm soéc cho Curren lién tuc,
khuyén khich ba tu sat. Két thic tac phdm 1a hoi 4m céi
Om cua Vercueil khong 1am cho ba voi di con lanh: “Cai
6m d6 chang c6 chat gi goi la ndong 4m” [2, tr.243]. Hau
hét céc tiéu thuyét caa J.M. Coetzee két thic c6 chung
mot dic diém 1a cude doi cua cac nhan vat khong dirng
lai trén van ban ma ngudi doc van thiy cudc hanh trinh
tiép dién cua ho. DU khong biét twong lai s& di vé dau
nhung nhitng con ngudi nhu Curren hay Vercueil van
kién tri trén hanh trinh nhan vi caa minh. Ho khong
budng xubi hay quay lung nhu trong sang tac cua Cac
nha van cung thoi. Cach ho chip nhan hién tai trong bi
canh chinh tri Nam Phi duong thoi dé ton tai 1a phuong
cach thich ¢ng hitu hiéu nhét.

4John c6 thé 1a mot 4n du cho chinh tén cua nha van.
Didu nay rit d& thdy trong cac thc phdm caa J.M. Coetzee.
Senor C trong Diary of a Bad Year (Nhat ki mot nim tdi té)
ngudi gan nhu 1a hién than caa chinh ong.
2.1. Bi kich Apartheid va cudéc dau tranh cua
ngwoi chau Phi da den

Céc nhan vat caa J.M. Coetzee thuong ¢ do tudi
trung nién hoac da gia, nhu nha van Senor C trong
Diary of a Bad Year (Nhdt ki mét nam toi té, 2007),
Magda trong Giza mién ddat ay (In the Heart of the
Country) hay gido su David Lurie trong Ruong bé

(Disgrace, 1999), Curren trong Tudi sdt dd (Age of Iron,
2003)... Ba gia Curren trai qua mot canh hudng toi té,
tr d6 tao nén su va cham va dd v niém tin vé& vin
minh. Truéc mat ho 1a con nguoi va dat nwéc Nam Phi
véi ché do phan biét chung toc va nhitng hé qua cia né
dé lai. C6 1& Curren s& séng nhitng ngay cudi doi don
thuan nhu bao nhiéu nguoi dan ba c¢6 doc khac, nhung
gitra nhirng bién dong hang ngay cia dat nudc Nam Phi
da bugc doi mét, trai tim ba phai ching kién nhiing canh
tuong tran trui, nghiét nga va dau don. Va ciing tir day
nhitng bi kich cia con nguoi Nam Phi hién ra qua lang
kinh ctia nguoi dan ba gia nua, bao bénh.

Trong x& héi Nam Phi rong lon, véi su phén chia
khang khiép, than phan ngudi da den 1a vo nghia. Sau
1994, nhirng tuéng Nam Phi ndi riéng va chau Phi ndi
chung x6a bo hoan toan ché do phan biét chung toc. Tuy
nhién, thyuc té bao lyc va sy phan ré cang tro nén gay gét
hon nira. Sy phi Ii vé thude do xa hoi thoi dai nao ciing
¢6, nhung & day no hién hinh hang ngay: “Pat nuéc nay
dang chay am i... Mot sy chiém dong nhuc nha, doi khi
con 16 bich nita. Quan 4o caa 6ng chu ngan hang bi chay
thi ngudi ta dem chuyén ay ra cuoi dua, nhung mot ké
an xin bj d6t chét thi ching ai noi dén” [2, tr.47]. Cai tén
ctia con ngudi khong dé dinh danh ma chi 1a céi tén khi
mudn goi. Nguoi gilp viéc cho ba Curren tén la
Florence hay Mkubukeli, chdng co ta 1am nghé md ga
tén 12 William hay khong phai thé, cau ban cua Bheki
tén 1a John hay Johonnes déu khéng quan trong. “Chi la
céi tén nguoi ta biét dén dé dén chd o lam viéc thdi -
Mac quan 4o, doi mil, di doi giay tir t&” [2, tr.51]. Cudc
séng & Nam Phi dudi con mit cia ba Curren nhu mot
con tau cii ki ma thuyén truong thi say bét nhe, thuyén
vién thi cau gét, phao ciru ho thi thung, cho nén céi tén
tré nén v6 nghia. Ngudi vo gia cu tén la Vercueil hay
Verkuil, Verskuil chi c6 y nghia dé goi trong truong
hop can goi. O Nam Phi ngudi vo gia cu ting 1én rat
nhanh, d6 mot anh nghién ruou, hay mot tim hdn lang
vang. “Chi nhu loai ¢on triing nap trong khe tuong, cho
lGc ti dén bo ra suc sao” [2, tr.18]. Nguoi da den bi coi
ré, khinh thuong va tach biét. Ho song chu yéu dya vao
kinh té ciia nguoi da trang, khéng viéc lam, lang thang,
phu thudc, cudp boc. Bao lyc vii trang tro nén gay gat
hon bao gid hét.

Thoi ki phan biét chang toc, sy phan ré da den va
da tring dugc danh dau qua cac khu vuc dia Ii va hé
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thdng phuc loi xa hoi. Qua sy quan sét cua ba Curren da
cO mot sy thay doi trat tu x4 hoi. Nguoi da tring mat
quyén lam cha, nguoi da den vuon 1én xac 1ap vi thé
cha nhan. Nhung tat ca chi la biéu hién nira voi. Nguoi
da den, nhat 1a phu nit da den van mang than phan no 18
lam coéng. Con nguoi da trang tiéc nudi cho mot thoi dai
xua cii dd qua, thoi ki con nguoi duoc ton trong, ké ca
ngudi phu nit. Cai thoi canh sat néi chuyén vai phu nir
rat 18 phép, con bay gid “vao cai thoi cua toi di hét roi.
N6 di tré thanh quéa khir trong cudc séng” [2, tr.64].
Vao thoi dai ndy, canh sat c6 thé bat bé, chia rg, phan
biét bat ct dbi twong nao. Chién tranh tré thanh mot
phan trong mdi con ngudi Nam Phi, khdng chi nguoi
I6n ma con o tré thiéu nién, nguoi gia. DU mudn hay
khong thi ba Curren van bugdc phai tham gia vao cudc
chién nay - cudc chién ngudi da den va da trang: “T6i
khéng bang quan Vvéi... cudc chién tranh nay dau. Sao
t6i ¢ thé bang quan dugc? Chang gi c6 thé ngin duoc
diéu do” [2, tr.124]. Nhu vay, sau cudc hoa giai ching
toc Nam Phi van day rdy mau thuin va chia r&. Ca
nguoi dan da tring va nguoi da den déu tiép tuc dau
tranh dé xac dinh vi tri chinh tri xa hoi cia minh. Liéu
chinh pha méi c6 giai quyét triét dé mau thuan den -
tring hay khong? Tat ca tré thanh niém hi vong cua
ngudi dan Nam Phi ca da den 13n da trang.

Tudi trée Nam Phi, thoi dai sat da dang lén trong
cudc chién khong can sic vai chinh pha. Do 1a “nhitng
dua tré nghiém nghi, khit khe, khdng biét cuoi, khdng
biét choi dua” [2, tr.151]. Do 1a Bheki, John, thé hé bo
lai phia sau truong hoc dé dau tranh chéng lai chinh
pha. Theo Florence thi “ching nd la nhiing dua con
ngoan. Ching sit da lam. Toi ty hao vé chung” [2,
tr.60]. Nhitng thé hé Voortrekkers® (nguwoi tién phong,
khai pha) néi tiép, nhiing 16p tré chau Phi nghiém nghi,
cting ran, hanh quéan hét nhitng bai ca yéu nudc, chao cd
va nguyén chét cho t6 qudc. Bon ching chdng lai ché do
Apartheid bang cach khéng dén truong, gidu sing dé
chéng lai canh sat, chinh phi. Cau néi cia Bheki nhu
thach thirc Curren: “Phai tiéu diét ché do Apartheid, hay
toi phai di hoc, cai ndo quan trong hon” [2, tr.82]. Co
mot cudc au da xay ra gitra Vercueil va Bheki ma
nguyén nhan xuét phat tir viéc 6ng ta udng ruou, khong
tham gia chéng lai chinh phi. “Thé hé dang 1én, khong
udng rugu,... Chung hoai nghi tit ca nhiing gi ludi biéng,
chiu thua, chi biét quin quanh mét x6. Ching hoai nghi
nhitng bai dién vin néi loanh quanh” [2, tr.100]. D¢ 1a
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nhitng 161 can dan caa Curren véi 6ng Vercueil khdng
dugc dung cham dén nhiing dwa tré thiéu nién nay.
Trude kia ba khong hiéu muc dich du tranh ciing nhu
tinh dong chi ma Bhike hay John dang theo dudi thi gio
day ba hiéu ra li do d6. “Bay gio nd phai chién dau cho
nhitng nguoi bi lang nhuc, bi thuong tat, bi dam dap, bi
ché 1a 16 bich, phai chién du cho tit ca bon tré Nam
Phi” [2, tr.184]. Két thic tac pham ca Bheki Ian John va
tudi sat da nhu bon ho déu chét dudi miii sing cua canh
sét trong cac cudc lung bat va bao dong véi chinh phu.
“Ké nang dong mat di, ké ngo nghéch séng sot” [2,
tr.164]. Cai chét cua tudi tré khién ba Curren rat tiéc
nudi. Su tiéc nudi khi chua hiéu cudc chién ma ho
chéng lai 1a gi? “Mudi 1am tudi ma da chét thi qué tre.
Mudi tdm tudi con qué tré. Hai muoi mot cling con qué
tré” [2, tr.174]. Trong cudc chién chéng ché do phan
biét chung toc & Nam Phi nhitg nam cudi thap nién 80
con mang tinh ty phat long léo, chua c6 cac to chuc
chinh tri doc 1ap kéu goi sw ndi day caa quan ching
nhan dan. Nhung nhimg dau tranh ban dau cua tudi tré
Nam Phi gitip ngudi doc ¢6 quyén hi vong vé mot cudc
dau tranh vii trang d¢ tiéu diét ché do Apartheid. Va lich
sur qudc gia da sic toc nay da chimg minh diéu do.

Tinh hinh chinh tri & Nam Phi trong thoi dai
Apartheid dang di dién véi rat nhiéu vin dé nong bong
do hé luy cua n6 dé lai®. D6 1a hién tuong nhiing trang
trai bi bo hoang. Trude kia cac ving dét c6 duoc la do
vii luc, bi sir dung, pha di pha lai dé rdi may nam nay bo
hoang. Cac vu cudp bdc, trom cip xay ra lién mién
khéng chi trong gia dinh ngudi da den ma ca nguoi da
trang. Bt bo va giét hai nhitng ké chéng lai canh sét,

Po 1a danh tr dugc dung chi nhitng nguodi Ha Lan va
ngudi Afrikaan (nguoi Phi gbc da tring) & Nam Phi ra di tim
viing d4t méi trong giai doan nhiing ndm 30, 40 cta thé ki XIX.
chinh phu, ké ca hoc sinh néu khong dén truong.
“Nhung thay bit cir ai ho ciing cho d6 1a hoc sinh, tim
cach bit bo™ [2, tr.81]. Ngudi da den khong duoc tu do
di lai. Nam Phi bi bao trum béi khéng khi chinh tri cang
thing, ngot ngat, tra thu ludn rinh rap de doa... C6 thé
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noi, Apartheid 1a ndi kinh hoang khang khiép cua nguoi
dan da den Nam Phi. Cudc chién chdng lai no chua bao
gid chim duat trén manh dat khoc liét nay. Tu do hay la
chét? Nam Phi van ngap tran bao luc, chét choc, cudp
boc va phi li... Tac pham cua J.M. Coetzee la vay,
khéng dua ra nhitng giai phap ma chi mo ta khach quan
tran trui hién thuc, nhitng phén xét cudi cung thudc vé
ban doc trén thé gisi.
2.2. Bi kich li tan, Iwu vong ctia ngwoi da trang

- “Téi sinh ra ¢ chau Phi, ¢ Nam Phi.”

- “T6i sinh ra ¢ Nam Phi va sé khong bao gio thay
lai nita.”

- “Téi sinh ra ¢ Nam Phi va mgt ngay kia sé tro
ve.” [2, tr.92]
Nhitng c&u noi cua ngudi con gai ba Curren dang dinh
cu & Mi lac vao nhau trong tri nhg cua nguoi me bénh
tat, ndi nhé con khic khoai &m anh ban doc vé than
phan li tan. Nguoi con gai cua ba Curren khong chap
nhan Nam Phi va khong bao gio trg vé noi c¢6 4y da sinh
ra. Con me cua cb, ba Curren tiép tuc & day trong bau
khong khi ngot ngat, cing thang cia ché do Apartheid.
Chép nhan cudc sbng Nam Phi, khong cd y dinh tach
minh ra. “Téi sinh ra la nd 18 va chic chin s& chét nhu
mot tén nd 16. Mot cude séng trong xiéng xich, mot céi
chét trong xiéng xich, d6 1a mot phan cua cai gia phai
tra, khong dwoc phan nan, thic mic” [2, tr.202]. Xem
Apartheid tro thanh mot phan ton tai hién nhién, ba
Curren thoa hiép vai thuc tai, khong dau tranh phan ddi
cudc chién chdng lai chinh pha cia ngudi da den, ciing
khdng bénh vuc ma 1én an gay gat chuyén canh sat bin
chét nhitng dira tré khdng chiu dén truong.

6Xem thém bai bao: How colonial rule committed Africa to
fragile authoritarianism cua Nic Cheeseman & Jonathan Fisher,
https://qz.com/africa/1741033/how-colonial-rule-com mitted-africa-
to-fragile-authoritarianism-2/, November 3, 2019.

Trong nhiing 14 thu, nhiing trang nhat ki cua ba
Curren xuat hién nguoi con gai da bo dat nudc sang My
léy chéng va sinh con. Hinh anh d6 4n du cho mdt bo
phan ngudi da tring Nam Phi v6i nhiéu li do khac nhau
phai rdi boé qué hwong, chdp nhén cudc séng luu vong &

cac nudc khac nhau trén thé gioi. Ba Curren an du cho
nhitng ké bi bo lai sau nhitng nam thang gia nua, d6 va.
Giita nhitng dong thu tin 14 tim 10ng tha thiét ciia ba voi
ngudi con gai. N6 nhu mot mdi lién két duy nhat cta ba
v6i cude doi, voi thé gidi bén ngoai. Ba tin rang, ba sé
dugc nhé dén, boi ba biét mau ciia minh chay chung
trong dong mau cta con gai. Cai mdi lién két y dan dat
ba v6i cude doi, véi phuong Ty binh ddng, vin minh,
cong bé’mg. Nhung hién tai, ba dang dbi dién véi cude
song ¢6 don, bi bo roi, bénh tat. Can bénh ung thu giai
doan cudi van khong ngimg hanh ha ba timg ngay. Can
bénh ung thu cua Curren ciing chinh 1a biéu twong cho
nén chinh trj Nam Phi trong giai doan cudi ctia no: bé
tac, dau don, tuyét vong, dau mau thuan, bao luc.

Khi chimng kién canh hdn loan cua xd hoi Nam Phi
va dbi dién can bénh ung thu cang ngay cang phat trién
ctia minh, ba Curren d3 nhiéu 1an muén tu sat: “hay dé
t6i két thuc cho nhanh cudc séng vo vi nay di” [2,
tr.140]. Ba ban khoan dat véi cau hdi tai sao phai tdn
tai, phai chip nhan cudc sdng vo vi & dat nudc nay, du
nha cam quyén c6 14 ai. Du sao quyén lyc van 1a quyén
luc. Curren dai dién cho nhiing nguoi da tréng bi bo roi,
séng 16 nam c6 don, gia nua noi dat nude vén khong
phai thugc vé ba, khong thudc vé ngudi da tring. Trong
bdi canh khung hoang cua thé ché chinh tri, ba ludn dat
ra cau hoi: “minh 1a ai va minh & dau ra?” [2, tr.145].
Tét ca déu im ling trong v6 vong. Khong ai tra 151 ba va
cling khong c6 bt ctr ai & bén ba dé tra 16i cau hoi do.
Chi ¢6 nhirng ngudi hau da den va nhiing tén vo gia gia
cu vo dung. Hang ngay ba ddi dién, vat 16n véi Nam Phi
trén con duong dan dén cai chét.

Trong tiéu thuyét Tuéi sdt da (Age of Iron), 4m anh
vé cai chét cia nguoi da den trong cudc chién chong
Apartheid ludn tr¢ di trd lai trong tdm tri ba Curren. Khi
tan mat chung kién hai dura tré, dai dién cho thé hé
thanh nién sat ¢4 Nam Phi bi giét hai. “Nhiing nguoi t6i
thdy chét déu 1a nguoi da tring, ho chét trén giuong,
chét kho, thanh thoat, nhe nhu gidy”, nhung day 1a lin
déu tién Curren nhin thdy ngudi da den chét. Ho chét
nhung tinh than khong roi khoi ho. Tubi sat d4 dang cho
ngdy trd lai. “Di trén dat nude nay, dat Nam Phi nay, toi
cam thiy nhu minh gidm 1én mit nhitg nguoi da den
vay” [2, tr.152]. Cai chét dau d6n, tham khiép trong
cudc chién chéng lai chinh phu cta Bheki va John dé lai
nhiéu day dut trong 1ong ba Curren. Chinh diéu nay day
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lén trong long ba vé ndi dau li tin. Hon bao gid hét, voi
kiép luu vong, Curren thau hiéu nhiing ndi dau cia
nhitng bi kich gia dinh trong canh mét mat, chia lia.

Két thuc tac pham Disgrace (Ruong bé) 1a hinh anh
gido su David Lurie ¢c6 don mdt minh & trai bao vé dong
vat ma thuc chét 1a noi tiéu hiy nhitng con vat bénh tat,
om yéu voi mot con cho. “Con cho liic lac cai chan sau
tan tat, ngiri mat ong, liém mé ong, liém moi, liém tai
ong” [1, tr.287]. Hinh anh nay c6 su twong dong vai chi
ché liém mat ba Curren sau khi ba tan mat chimg kién
khung canh bao lyc & Nam Phi, trudc cai chét cua Bheki
va John. “T6i dé cho né 1iém mit, 1iém moi, liém nhiing
giot nudc mét man. C6 thé cho d6 1a nhitng nu hén ciing
dugc” [2, tr.195]. Con gai cua Lurie bi hdm hiép ngay
truée mat, khong chip nhan phé bo cai thai, ciing khong
ndp don kién va con gai cia Curren cling khong quay
trd vé nude. Curren va Lurie 1a nhimng con nguoi dai
dién cho tang 16p tri thic da tring trén dat Nam Phi.
Trén manh dat u tdi chau Phi, noi chua bao gio thudc vé
da trang ho roi vao bi kich - bi kich bi rudng bo, ling
quén, luu vong, bi ddy vé thé gidi dong vat hoang da.

Trong tiéu thuyét Ruong bo (Disgrace), hinh anh
cin nha cua giao su David Lurie bi pha huy c6 diém
tuong dong voéi nha cia ba Curren. Néu nhu trong
Ruéng bé (Disgrace) chung ta khong biét dugc ddi
tuong cudp boc, pha hity cin nha cua David ¢ thanh phd
Cape Town khi 6ng dang lam viéc tai truong dai hoc,
thi trong Tuéi sdt da (Age of Iron) d6i tuong pha huay 1a
rd rang: canh sat cta chinh phu truy tim nhiing hoc sinh
khong dén truong. “Pd dac trong bép bi xé dich... Ghé
dai bi chuyén di, dé lai mot vét trén tham. Nhat 1a ¢
mui gi rét la, khong chi c6 mui khoi thude va mo hoi,
ma muii gi rat gat toi khong thé xac dinh dwoc” [2,
tr.207]. Du dbi twong cu thé hay khong cu thé nhung
déu tap trung miéu ta khong khi kinh hoang, khing
khiép, khong chi xay dén v6i ngudi da den ma ca nguoi
da tring. Bao luc, cu6p boc tré thanh van hoa & qudc
gia da chung tdc nay.

Nguoi da tréng trén dat Nam Phi bi ché do hau thuc
dan Ha Lan b6 roi, tré thanh ké vo gia cu, bi ghé lanh,
bi chiém doat. Gido su David Lurie budc phai rdi thanh
phd vé ngu lanh tai ndng trai ciia con gai minh. Nhung &
noi hoang mac nay, bon nguoi da den moi rg tim moi
cach tra thu va ham hiép con gai 6ng. Bat lyc ching
kién canh con gai bi him hiép ma khong thé dem don
kién. Ba Curren ciling vay, chirng kién ngo6i nha cia
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minh bi pha huy, bi xdm hai ma khoéng cé bét ctr lIuc
luong ndo gitp dd, chap nhan cudp boc, tan pha cua
ngudi da den va canh sat chinh phii. C6 thé noi Tudi sdt
da (Age of Iron) phoi bay mot cach diy du nhimng khia
canh ctia da tring chau Phi véi tat ca moi bi kich: bi
cudp bdc, ham hai, bi coi thuong, khinh ré, bi bo roi,
rudng riy. N6i com ciia Apartheid 1a van d& sic toc,
mau da, bén canh d6 1a hang loat cac hé¢ luy ctia no: chu
nghia ca nhan, hiép dam, nghéo nan,... déc biét nhét 1a
kha ning thich Ung cla ngudi da tring trong budc
chuyén giao quyén lyc mang tinh lich st

2.3. An du vé than thé con ngwi va tinh hinh
chinh tri Nam Phi

Thé giéi van tuong Nam Phi 1a truong hop hoa giai
chung toc guong mau sau khi hang loat cac chinh sach
phén biét ching toc dugc bai bé. Nhung sau Apartheid,
Nam Phi 1a quéc gia phan li cuc d6 va nhiéu toi ac vé
chang toc nhat. V& quyén luc cua Pang ANC lién tiép
gap thit bai, uy tin giam st do hang loat cac vy bé bdi
lién quan dén tham nhiing’. VA ngay trong cong dong
nguoi da tring géc Hoa Lan, su bat an, mau thuan ludn
&m anh moi nguoi®. Céch li giita nguoi da tring va
nguoi da den, gitta nhitng nguoi da den khac ching toc,
gitra nguoi Afrikaners va nguoi Anh... tr¢d nén cang
thang, gay gat. Canh sat va toa an tham nhiing, chinh
quyén bét lyc. Bao luc néu thuong thiy tai cic nude
nghéo véi dan sé cao nhu cac nuéc nhé & Phi chau,
Trung My, cac nudc trong ving bién Caribbean, thi tai
Nam Phi hau Apartheid bao lyc tré nén phé bién, thanh
mot thir van hoa trong doi sbng hang ngay. C6 nhiéu
nguyén nhan dan dén tinh trang ndy. Khdng chap nhan
uy quyén cua nha cam quyén xuyén sudt qua trinh dau
tranh, tuy nhién sau khi thanh céng, nan ki thi Apartheid
dugc bai bo thi vian hoa khong chap nhan uy quyén
chinh quyén van ton tai trong doi séng chinh tri o day.

Xem thém: https://baoquocte.vn/khi-bieu-tuong-mat-
thieng-34237.html; https://bnews.vn/tong-thong-nam-phi-
nham-chuc-truoc-bon-be-thach-thuc/123361.html.

Trong tiéu thuyét Tuéi sdt da (Age of Iron), khong
it lan nha van J.M. Coetzee dé cho ba Curren miéu ta
truc dién khuén mat cac chinh tri gia & Nam Phi théng
qua loi tdm su trong mot bac thu. “Nhin nhitng khuén
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mit bé vé, tro trédo, di quéa quen tir thud bé, me cam thay
t5i sam, mudn ndn mura. D6 13 bon con trai xua kia toan
ngdi cudi 16p, mat mii vénh véao, ngu ngde, nay Ion Ién
dé bat thanh nhing ké cai tri dat nuéce” [2, tr.36]. Do 1a
nhitng nha cam quyén khéng cé trai tim, chiém doat,
cuép boc cua nguoi dan bang bao lyc. Quyén lyc tro
thanh céng cu cai tri dit nudc. Didu ndy lam cho Curren
cam thay budn nén. Thong diép cua chinh quyén quyén
lyc Nam Phi 1 khong thay d6i: “ching bién con nguoi
thanh d4” [2, tr.37]. T4t ca bon chung déu & nhiing tén
&p buc, 4c 6n, tra tan, giét nguoi. “Tuéng G., Bo truong
M. c6 tai san ¢ Paraguay... Bon ngudi gbc Nam Phi &
Paraguay bat tay voi bon nguoi gbc Nam Phi ¢
Patagonia séng luu vong, bon bung phé, vo béo tron, ...
c6 két sit dung tién gui ¢ Rosario” [2, tr.154-155]. La
qudc gia dang trén duong tién hoa, nhung tién hoa giat
lUi, trong cam nhan caa Curren, Nam Phi mai véi nhiéu
cai Xau véi “nhitng cap mat mo di, kéo mang mdi lic
mot day, trong khi bon kham pha dat dai, bon thuc dan,
chuan bi tré lai nhimg day sau 4y” [2, tr.154]. Hoa ra
mot Nam Phi cudi nhimg nam cudi thé ki XX ddy su
phtic tap, bat cdng, chi c6 sy thay ddi nha cAm quyén,
chinh phii cang ngay cang x4u xa, tham nhiing, hudong
lac hon trude kia. Nhu vay, c6 thé thiy thong qua cach
danh gia ciia Curren, chiing ta nhan thay bo mit chinh
tri nhdp nhap, tha hoa, lting doan cia Nam Phi trong

8Tam li khong tin twong vao sy bao vé cua chinh quyén
sau khi nan Apartheid 1am cho ngudi da tring co cum lai dé tu
bao vé. Gisi chirc chinh quyén tham nhiing, canh sat hdi 16
giét nguoi nhu bing dang. Trong nim 2012 tai thanh phd
Durban, béo chi ghi nhan c6 30 si quan canh st bi truy t5 vé
116 toi du loai trong do co 28 vu giét nguoi. Téng théng
Nelson Mandela 12 nguoi cim quyén tai ning nhung 6ng bt
lyc trude sy tung hoanh cua vo va su lam quyén cua noi bo
Pang. Tai Nam Phi, nghé lam tham tir tu 1a nghé phat dat nhét.
Nguoi da tring thué cac hang bao vé tu nhan dé bao vé minh
mic du gia dinh ho séng trong nhitng khu riéng biét kin céng
cao tudng bao boc bai u bé tong va day kém gai. Nam 2012,
¢6 411.000 nguoi hanh nghé bao vé cac gia dinh nguoi tring,
nhiéu gap hai 14n sé canh sét quéc gia.
thoi diém chuyén giao quyén luc - thoi ki chdm dut
Apartheid. Trong giai doan chinh tri nhay cam nay, con
nguoi séng khdng phai 13 minh. Véi Curren, 16 nim co
doc ba nhan ra, Nam Phi khong 13 noi thuéc vé& minh. O

day khac han véi nuéc My, noi con gai ba dang song,
noi “mét phu nir da tim thdy chinh minh” [2, tr.40].
Quéc gia c6 Miii Hao Vong chtra dung nhiéu diéu trai
nguoc nhau véi nhitng ki vong cua nhan dan thé gioi,
dat nudc vai nhitng mau thuan am i chay. Noi dién ra
bao luc trén céc con phé, khu dan cu ranh giGi giita ngudi
da den va da tring, khdng khi bénh vién s6i dong hon bao
gio hét. Mau tro thanh ndi &m anh con nguoi: “Bét nudc
nay c6 thiéu gi mau dau... Pat nudc nay da udng hang
s6ng méau ma cé bao gio biét chan dau” [2, tr.75]. Ngudi
dan noi day bi chia ré boi cic ranh gigi nghiém ngat,
céc bién bao, bi bian chét bat ki IGc ndo néu bi phét hién
“dat nudc nay khong binh thuong dau nhé. Nhan dan
khong thé tuy ¥ di lai” [2, tr.91]. Trudc kia cac khu phd
vao ban dém van lam viéc, con gio thi khong. Bao trim
khong gian 1a sy im ling dén cing thang chuan bj cho
tran ban nhau sap xay dén.

Bén canh nhitng md ta truc tiép vé tinh hinh chinh
tri @ Nam Phi, J.M. Coetzee ciing an du vé phwong dién
than thé con nguoi. Ba gia Curren, nhan vat chinh cua
tac pham dam mé va hiéu biét am nhac, gido su kinh
dién tai mot truong dai hoc, bi bénh ung thu giai doan
cubi, hong dau, tim dap thinh thinh, miéng déng ngit.
“To6i bi ung thu. T6i bi ung thu vi tich lity nhirng 6 nhuc
phai chiu dung trong cudc séng” [2, tr.176]. Can bénh
ung thu cua ba c6 nhiéu diém tuong dong vai ché do
chinh tri Nam Phi lac nay. DAt nuéc trong giai doan
cudi cua ché do phan biét chung toc Apartheid dang
biéu hién dinh diém nhitng ung nhot cua né. Curren
ty nhan minh da sdng qua lau: “chi con céi chét bi
thiéu séng mai l1a céi chét xing dang”. Ciing nhu
Nam Phi “dd dén ldc phai vt n6 vao lua, phai cham
dut, phai cho né moc 1én tir déng tro tan” [2, tr.78].
Con ngudi noi day x4u xi, tdi tim, 1& do. “Nam Phi 1a
con ché sin gai x4u tinh nam lim dim & 16i vao, cho
dén luc chét” [2, tr.85]. Ba gia Curren hi vong s& c6
mot dat nude doi tén 1am lai tir dau.

Khi néi vé mau, Curren thira nhan da hon hai chuc
niam nay minh da khong c6 méau: “cin bénh cin nét
ngudi, ngudi me da kho rdi, khong cé méu, tir tir lanh
toat” [2, tr.77]. Mau thé hé cua ba ciing nhu Nam Phi
truée kia khong d6. Bay gio 14 méu cua Bheki, cua
John, cua thé hé sit da dang 1én. Nhu mot thong diép an
du vé dat nuéc: phai thay méu cho Nam Phi, phai thay
ddi ché do chinh tri méi cho Nam Phi. Gan cubi tac
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pham ba Curren dan dan nhan ra sy &6 mau phi Ii, nén
da khuyén canh séat bo sung xudng va quay trg vé nha.
“Tai sao cac anh khong bo siing xudng ma vé nha di, vé
tat ca di” [2, tr.129]. Nhung dap lai cau tra loi ciia canh
sat 1a: “Khong!”. Cudi cing trong ba ciing nhu trong
1ong dat nude Nam Phi ¢6 diéu gi d6 vuot qua bénh ung
thu dé hoai nghi vé tuong lai: “Piéu 1am toi mudn nd
tung khodng phai la tinh trang cua t6i, bénh cua t6i, ma
mot cai gi rat khac” [2, tr.149]. Phia bén trong co thé cua
ba Curren dang chét chira nhitng ung nhot ciia can bénh
ung thur sap stra V& tung ra ciing nhu chinh quyén Nam
Phi nhimg nam dau thap ki 90 dang trong giai doan chat
chira ¢y mau thun dé v& tung nhitng bao lyc.

Pa s6 tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee c6 dung luong
ngin®, phan anh mot cach khd khéc, chan thyc buc
tranh hié¢n thuc Nam Phi. D6 ciing 1a nguyén nhan mot
thoi ki dng bi chinh phu, nha cam quyén Nam Phi
kiém soét, 1én &n git gao va budc 6ng phai dinh cu tai
Australial®. Tac pham cua J.M. Coetzee chi md ta ma
khong hudng téi su giai quyét, sb phan cia nhan vat
ton tai theo ban nang sinh tdn trén manh dit chinh tri
khic nghiét. Tuy nhién, an dang sau giong diéu lanh
lung dén khung khiép iy nguoi doc van nhan ra nhiing
trang viét huéng dén sy sdng, bam riét cudc doi manh
ligt, khat khao'. Trong con bao bénh, ba Curren van
ludn huéng vé nguoi con gai dang ¢ rat xa, thwong yéu
dtra con v diéu kién, du cho c6 lic ba hoai nghi vé
tinh cam cua n6 danh cho minh. “Me khong thé séng
ma khéng c6 con, ciing khong thé chét ma khéng co
con” [2, tr.169]. Gitta khung canh hdn loan, giét chéc,
ba Curren cuu mang va cho mdt nguoi vo gia cu ¢
chung; hoang hét doi kién canh sat khi Bheki bi
thwong - dwa tré mudi lam tudi vén ba khong wa, va
ban cua n6 1a John, nhung trudc cai chét bi tham khi
dang mic ddng phuc hoc sinh da 1am cho ba bi 4m anh;

9CA4c tiéu thuyét ciia J.M. Coetzee c6 dung lwong chi tir
200 dén 300 trang.

cho 1ii méo trG ngy trong nha... T4t ca nhitng viéc lam
ctia ba déu xuat phat tir tinh nguoi d0 mong manh, vo
nghia nhung di lam cho tiéu thuyét caa J.M. Coetzee
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tré nén 4m 4ap. Va hon hét, Curren luon hudng dén su
séng. “Trong t6i khong chi ¢ cai chét. Con c6 ca sy
séng nita. Nhung chét thi manh, con sy song thi yéu.
Nhiém vu cua toi 1a gitr 1ay su séng, phai gitr cho n6
séng” [2, tr.177]. Phai chiang day ciing chinh nhu Nam
Phi, trong d6 nat, khung hoang, dau d6 van con niém
tin vao tuong lai, vao mot qudc gia dugc lap lai trat tu,
x6a bo ché do Apartheid theo ton chi dung nhat. C6
thé thay bao trim trong tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee la
cam giac hoai nghi, dau dén. Nhung véi Tudi sdat da
(Age of iron) ngudi doc van thay lan khuat dau dé
trong khong gian khoc liét bao lyc cua chién tranh la
hoi 4m cua tinh ngudi. D6 1a tinh me con, tinh chi nhan
- no I¢, tinh nguoi gitta nhitng con ngudi xa la vai nhau.
Vi thé, chling ta c6 quyén hi vong vé mot tuong lai tot
dep giira ddng d6 nét chién tranh boi siic manh cua tinh
yéu thuong.

Ton tai dudi hinh thirc 1a mot cau chuyén tu van riéng
tu ctia mot nguoi dan ba gia nua, bao bénh séng co don,
lac 16ng, moi mon, tiéu thuyét Tudi sar dd (Age of iron)
phoi bay tat thay nhiing bién dong phirc tap cia Nam
Phi, noi moi gié tri dao durc, van minh va cham véi nhau
khoc liét. “Noi nén van minh phét trién mot cach nhéan
danh, chi c6 su man rg caa thoi ki sit da, su lanh 180
cua thoi ki sat da 1a su hién ton c6 that nhat. Do 1a mot
cudc chién, va .M. Coetzee da khong ngimg dau tranh
trong cudc chién 4y, boi nhitng sang tac cua minh” [3].
Ong khong phai viét dé ngoi ca chu nghia anh hung hay
van minh phuong Tay ryc r&, didu ma con ngudi thuong
nhan danh khi c6 sy xung dot, 6ng viét dé tim kiém su
an ui cudc séng trong hoai nghi. Sw an i cho nhimg dau kho
ma mdi con ngudi ca da den 13n da tring hang ngay phai
chiu dyng, hang ngay phai ching kién di lic tan nhan.

1ONzm 2002 .M. Coetzee di cu sang Australia, séng vai
ngudi vo sau Dorothy Driver ¢ Adelaide. O day, 6ng giit mot
chirc vu la giang vién danh dy cua truong Pai hoc Adelaide.

1pidu nay nguoc lai voi cac séng tac cua F.Kafka,
S.Becket.

3.Két luan


https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide
https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%90%E1%BA%A1i_h%E1%BB%8Dc_Adelaide
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Tudi sdt da (Age of iron) ton tai hai cau chuyén
song song. Mot 1a cau chuyén vé tinh mau tir caa ba
Curren vai cd con gai dinh cu & Mi. J.M. Coetzee da
danh riéng nhimg trang vian that dep dé noi vé tinh mau
tar, tinh nguoi tha thiét. Va cau chuyén vé sy tan khéc
cua ché do6 Apartheid gita manh dat hoang vu, sa mac
khd can con nhiéu moi ro. Su trdi day chéng lai chinh
quyén Apartheid cua tudi sit da cho thdy su yéu kém
trong phong trao dau tranh ciia nhan dan Nam Phi. Cac
cudc dau tranh chi ding lai bao dong, du kich, tu phat
chua c6 mot t chirc tap hop luc dau tranh c6 hé thdng.
Trong cudc chién dang dan dén két thic khéng chi
ngudi da den ma ngudi da tring ciing phai ddi dién véi
nhitng van d& mang tinh thoi dai, d6 1a bi kich bi bo roi,
tan sat, luu vong, hoai nghi. Vi thé cha nhan va nd ¢
trong bdi canh méi ddy Nam Phi dén tinh trang khing
hoang trong Pang ANC. Néu cau hoi ban chat cudi
cung caa hanh phuc 1a gi trong tiéu thuyét Cuge doi va
thoi dai cua Michel K. (Life and Times of Michael K.)
tung 1am nhtc nhdi ban doc thi cau hoi s phan con
ngudi Nam Phi s& di vé dau lai mét 1an nira 1am ching
ta phai bang hoang vé nhimng dao luat cua Apartheid va
hé qua ciia n6 dé lai. Sy xuat hién cua mot nguoi dan
ong lang thang, nghién ruou, vo gia cu cling la mot cau
chuyén bét hanh, dau dén, quan thét. Trong thu giri con
gai, Curren viét rang: “Me dd ngd xudng va anh ta da
kip d& me. Khi dén déy, khong phai anh ta ngd ma duoc
me nang d& dau. Bay gio thi me hiéu khong phai me
ngé va anh ta nang dd, ma ca hai cung ngé vao nhau, lao
dao dung day va tir @6 da tin ciy nhau” [2, tr.224]. Da
tréng va da den dya ddm vao nhau dé ton tai, dé vuon

dén sy séng du do6 1a cudc sdng toi t&, dAm méu. Hi
vong nhiing con ngudi nay nuwong twa vio nhau dé ton
tai dén hét cudc doi. Tiéu thuyét cua J.M. Coetzee
khong gidng nhu tiéu thuyét ciia nguoi Nhat Ban Haruki
Murakami duoc viét theo 161 khong dinh trudc két thic
cau chuyén va sb phan nhan vat s& di vé dau. J.M.
Coetzee duong nhu tinh toan rat ki trén tat ca moi
phuong dién, tir ndi dung dén cic phuong thuc biéu
hién: bd cuc chat chg, di thoai co dong, phan tich tai
tinh, giong diéu sic bén, lanh lung... Tat ca lam cho
Tudi sdat da (Age of iron) tré thanh tiéu thuyét gay su
chd y, quan tdm cua ban doc trén toan thé gigi.
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APARTHEID IN AGE OF IRON
BY JOHN MAXWELL COETZEE

Abstract: Humankind raises the question about how the South African society in the era of Apartheid transition took place. Was
it the same as what we had been seen in the speeches of Western politicians, or was it a lie of imperialist, colonial doctrines? Our
article makes out the answer through Age of Iron by John Maxwell Coetzee. (It is hopeless that the author couldn’t restore to the
former political and social situation in South Africa in the late 20™ century and ealy 21th century. However, via the issues raised by the
Nobel laureate in 2003,) Not hoping to restore South Africa's political and social situation in the late twentieth century and early
twentieth first century’s years, but through the issues raised by the Nobel laureate in Literature in 2003, the article will generalize the
tragedy of both white people and black people in the Apartheid era: the tragedy of exile, dispersed condition, being despised... There

was a violent atmosphere of the war behind.

Key words: South Africa; John Maxwell Coetzee; Apartheid; Age of Iron; tragedy.
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