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Tém tat: Tidu thuyét bom nghich l1a mét trong nhibng mé thirc tiéu thuyét xuat hién sém nhét clia van hoc Chau Au nhw mét sw
khiéu khich vai thé loai tiéu thuyét hiép si lang man thuan tdy. Cudc phiéu luu cta Augie March 14 vi du tiéu biéu cho s trd lai clia
kiéu tiéu thuyét nay trong thé ky XX. Cubn sach ké cau chuyé&n vé hanh trinh rong rudi khap noi, thweng 1a khong muc dich, cia
mot chang trai tré tén Augie, I&n 1én trong nhirng thap ky trwéc va trong thoi ky Pai suy thoai nhitng nam 1930 & My. S dung
phwong phap nghién ctu thi phap hoc va xa hdi hoc, bai viét tap trung lam rd cac déc diém cla tiéu thuyét bom nghich trong Cudc
phiéu lwu ctia Augie March, biéu hién & ct truyén hanh trinh, khdc hoa mét thé gii hdn loan, noi ma chang picaro Augie March tré
thanh mot ca thé don doc, mot g4 “phan anh hung” luén di tim ly do cho sw tén tai ctia minh trén cudc doi, 16i ké tw truyén ngoi th
nhét va tinh chat giéu nhai cham biém. C6 thé néi, Cudc phiéu lu ctia Augie March 1a sy tai sinh clia thé loai tiéu thuyét bom nghich
theo cach riéng cia Saul Bellow dé truyén tai cac van dé duong dai. Qua dé ngwoi doc nhan ra phan anh hing hién dai khéng gidng
v&i nhan vat anh hung trong truyén Iang man, vi thé gi¢i cla anh ta hén loan va anh ta phai ddu tranh don thudn @& chi tn tai.

Trong mot thé gi¢i bd qua cac quy tac hiép si, quy tAc kha thi duy nhat 1a méi ngudi phai vi chinh minh.

Tir khéa: Saul Bellow; tiéu thuyét bom nghich; nhan vat bom nghich; phan anh hung; cham biém.

1. M& dau

Saul Bellow (1915 - 2015), ngudi My gbc Do Thai,
12 mot trong nhiing tugng dai cia van hoc My thé ki XX.
Ong bat dau con dudng sang tac van chuong chuyén
nghiép vao giai doan cubi Thé chién thir hai va gy tiéng
vang 16n véi tiéu thuyét dau tay Dangling man (1944).
Mot sb cudn tiéu thuyét ndi tiéng cuia nha van duogc dich
ra tiéng Viét co thé ké dén nhu: The Adventure of Augie
March (Cugc phiéu luu cua Augie March, 1953),
Henderson the Rain King (Henderson, ong hoang mua,
1959), Herzog (Herzog, 1964). Ngoai ra, di san van hoc
clia 6ng con nhiéu tac pham gia tri khac nhu: The Victim
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(1947), Mosby's memoirs and other stories (1968), Mr
Sammler’s Planet (1970), Humboldt’s Gift (1975),...
Nhin quan nghé thuét sic bén, tri trdng twong phong phu
cung von hiéu biét sau rong da khién tiéu thuyét ciia ong
ludn thach thire va 16i cudn ngudi doc khép thé gidi. Saul
Bellow da dugc trao cac giai thuéng danh gia nhu
Pulitzer (nam 1976), giai Nobel van chuong (ndm 1976),
gidi thuong Nghé thuat qudc gia (the Naltional Medal of
Arts, nam 1988)...

Trong 101 tuyén duong ctia Vién Han 1am Thuy Dién,
giai Nobel Van chuong 1976 danh cho Saul Bellow boi
moét 161 vin phong khéng hé thoi thuong, ngugc lai, hoan
toan co dién truyén théng, khong chay theo kich tinh,
dam kiéu dramatic hay bao lyc; c6 thé day nhimng anh
hung nhung khong phai dé ngoi ca nguoi huing. Nhén vat
chinh cua Saul Bellow gio day la cac anti-hero (phan anh
hiing), nhitng con ngudi khong cé chd dimg trong thé giGi
da bi lung lay cuia chiing ta, nhung van khong ngimg c6
gang tim vi tri ctia minh, “khong bao gid tir bo niém tin
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rang gia tri clia cudc song phu thugc vao pham gia chir
khong phai su thanh cong, chan 1y bao gid ciing chién
thdng” (Bellow, n.d). Va cudc hanh trinh ciia nhitng con
ngudi nhu thé di tao nén cac cau chuyén vira dam tinh
phiéu luu hai huéc giai tri, pha tron kiéu tiéu thuyét bom
nghich (picaresque novel) véi cudc dbi thoai day triét hoc
v6i ngudi doc vé cac chan gid tri cude doi.

Cudc phiéu luu cia Augie March! 13 mot trong
nhiing sang tac ndi tiéng gop phan lam nén tén tudi cua
tiéu thuyét gia nguoi My Saul Bellow. Tac pham dic chat
M§ véi su bao quat phong nén xa hoi rong 16n ciing nhiéu
nhan vat thudc du moi téng 16p xa hdi, nhitng cudc va
cham gitta mot dat nude hdn dung cac nén van hoa,
nhitng con nguoi di cu mang trong minh gidc mo My hao
nhoang va cudc phiéu luu d6i doi. Vi van phong tran
day vé goi cam, tinh té, rat ddi duyén dang nhung ciing
khong kém phan hai hu6c, nghich ngom, thién tiéu thuyét
hién dai lai mang dam déu 4n vin chuong “bom nghich”
- mot thé loai von ndi tiéng & phuong Tay nhiéu thé ky
vé trude. Khic hoa nhimng nhan vat théng minh, ranh
ménh thudc ting 16p dudi day xa hoi, cbt truyén motif
hanh trinh d4y 16i cu6n cting ciu triic nhidu tap véi nhiing
bién cd, tinh tiét nga ré& ngiu nhién bat ngd, hinh thirc ty
truyén gan voi yéu té cham biém, gidu nhai khién Cugc
phiéu luu ciia Augie March nhu mot su tiép ndi, tai sinh
thé loai tiéu thuyét bom nghich truyén thong trong bbi
canh xa hoi hién dai thé ky XX.

2. NGi dung
2.1. Vai nét vé tiéu thuyét bom nghich (picaresque
novel) phwong Tay

Tiéu thuyét bom nghich (picaresque novel) c6 thé
xem 1a mét trong nhitng dang thic tiéu thuyét dau tién
xuat hién & Chau Au. Di méi dén nam 1810, thuat ngir
“picaresque novel” mdi dugc chinh thic st dung, nhung
trén thyc té nhiing dic diém dinh hinh thé loai tiéu thuyét
nay da xuat hién & Tay Ban Nha vao nam 1554 véi tac
phé”im Lazarillo de Tormes (Tam dich: Lazarillo xu

'Cuéc phiéu luu ciia Augie March duge xuét ban 1an diu
nam 1953 tai My. O Viét Nam, cudn sach duoc dich gia Nguyén
Vian Ha chuyén ngit va Tao Dan phat hanh vio thang 2/2021.
Truge do, tiéu thuyét cua Saul Bellow dugc dich sang tiéng Viét
gdm c6 cubn Henderson, Ong hodng muwa (Bellow, 2010) va
Herzog (Bellow, 2019).
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Tormes)?. Theo d6, day 1a dang truyén phiéu luu véi cau
tric nhiéu phan khé long léo, ké vé nhimg con ngudi -
thuong 14 & tang 16p dudi - vuot qua nhimg quy tac, 1¢ 16i
x hoi dé ton tai bt ctr gia nao, ho thong minh, diing cam,
thuc té, nhidu meo vit, mot kiéu nhai mau hinh hiép si anh
hing thoi trung c6. Thé loai day tinh hap din, hom hinh
nay d thu hut nhiéu sang tac & chau Au trong thé ky XVII,
XVIII cho dén khi lyi tan dan khi tiéu thuyét hién thuc va
lang man v&i cdu tric chit ché hon, nhiéu tang 16p nhan
vat va tinh tiét phtrc tap hon xuat hién & thé ky XIX.

Tir dién Oxford dinh nghia picaresque novel 1a mot
dang tiéu thuyét “miéu ta nhitng cudc phiéu luu ctia mot
con ngudi nhiéu khi khong thanh that nhung lai rat dé
mén” (Hornby, 2010, 1141). Tur “picaresque” (trong
tiéng Tay Ban Nha la “picaresca”) von xuat phat tir tir
“picaro” trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha ding dé chi nhiing ké
thong minh kém gian manh, bip bom, xao quyét. Thé loai
tiéu thuyét bom nghich phat trién rdt manh mé trong
nhitng diéu kién xa hoi rdi ren, bién dong. Tac gia Mary
E. Dester khing dinh: picaro 1a “nhiing con ngudi bén
1&” (outsider), nhing ké sdng trong mot thé giGi xa la ma
anh ta budc phai dau tranh dé sinh ton (Dester, 1969, 14).
No6i mot cach khai quat, picaresque novel 1a kiéu tu
truyén ké vé cudc phiéu luu ddy tinh hip dan ctia nhiing
ké bét hao, tham chi 1a bip bom, thudc tang 16p dudi trong
xa hoi, ho sng va c¢b gang thoa hiép véi xa hoi réi ren,
hdn loan bang nhimg thi doan va manh khoe gian xao
clia minh. Do d6, kiéu tiéu thuyét nay thuong duoc xem
nhu mot sy phan (mg lai v6i nhitng tiéu thuyét hiép si véi
két thiic c6 hau & thoi ky trude, ¢6 yéu té cham biém vé
cac diéu kién xa hoi va moi truong da san sinh ra nhiing
ké nhu thé’.

Hién nhién rang tiéu thuyét picaresque 1a cau chuyén
vé cudc doi cua mot ké “bat lwong” v6i mot chudi cude
phiéu Iuu thong minh va tha vi cia con nguoi tang 16p xa

2Theo Tir dién bach khoa (The Editors of Encyclopaedia
Britannica, n.d).

3Trong tai liu The Picaresque Novel: A Protean Form,
Howard Mancing ciing chi ra dic trung ndi bat cua thé loai tiéu
thuyét bom nghich 1a: (1) nguoi ké chuyén ngoi thir nhat; (2)
tinh hién thyc nghiém nhit; (3) tinh cham biém xa hoi; (4) nhan
vét chinh thudc ting 16p thép, ching han ngudi in xin, ké pham
phap, ngudi diy t6 hay ké md cdi...; (5) cude déu tranh dé ton
tai trong mot thé gi6i thu dich, hdn loan (Guillen, 2015).
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hoi thap, nhitng ngudi kiém ké sinh nhai bang thu doan va
nguy bién chir khong phai bang trinh d cao. Cau chuyén
thuong duoc nhan vat chinh ké ¢ ngdi thir nhét, nhu mot
cudn ty truyén. Mang tinh chét str thi, cbt truyén bao gom
mot loat cac tinh tiét ly ky dugc két ndi va xau chudi lai
bang nhitng mdi lién hé bat ky ngiu nhién nao d6. Chiing
khong c6 khuén mau. Tham chi, & thoi ky thinh vugng cua
thé loai nay, cac cau chuyén dugc viétra gﬁn nhu ch.’?mg co
két thiic. Tiéu thuyét gia xudt ban thanh timg phan, véi
muc dich chinh 13 16i cuén ngudi doc vao cac cude phiéu
Iuu bét tan cia ké “lira da0” mang tinh cach “anh hing”
(rogue hero). Anh ta c6 ban chat tot, thong minh, phan g
nhanh nhay, thich nghi tt véi moi hoan canh song, khong
quan tam dén nhiig “phén xét” clia xa hgi, lang thang tir
noi niy sang noi khéc, trai nghiém cong viéc nay dén viéc
lam khac, gip g& nhidu ngudi thuéc moi tang 16p khac
nhau. Do d96, thong qua hanh trinh cua anh ta, burc tranh xa
hoi dugc phoi bay & nhiéu ngd ngach, va dwa dén co hoi
cham biém tinh phi 1y va dao dirc gia clia thoi dai.

Su tuong phan vé hinh tuong trung tim da bién thé
loai nay tro thanh mot dbi cuc véi thé loai tiéu thuyét lang
man hiép si (chivalric romance). Trong tiéu thuyét bom
nghich, nguoi doc van nhan ra motif nhan vat anh hing
nhung dudi dang mot bién thé mang tinh giéu nhai hinh
twong anh hung theo kiéu hiép si truyén thong. Néu trong
tiéu thuyét lang man hi¢p si, nhan vat chinh chién dau vi
cong 1y, vi xa hoi va vi tinh yéu thi ¢ thé loai tiéu thuyét
bom nghich nhan vét chién d4u vi chinh ban than minh, vi
sy ton tai clia anh ta. Sy thay doi vé quan niém con ngudoi
kéo theo su 1éch hudng ciia cac dic diém thé loai. Trong
tiéu thuyét bom nghich, mau sic lang man nhudng chd cho
dAu 4n hién thyc. Chét hién thyc rat dam dac chi phdi ngoi
but cac tac gia thién nhidu hon vé goc nhin tidu cuc, dao
x6i nhiing goéc khuét cua x3 hoi. Sy hdn loan, x6 bd xam
chiém cac trang viét, nguoi doc dudng nhur khong tim thay
su cong bang hay mot xa hdi Iy twong ddy mau hong trong
céc tiéu thuyét lang man hiép si truéc ddy. Thay vao do,
tam tri ta bi 4m anh boi x4 hoi vat chat, con ngudi cha dap
1én nhau vi tién tai, danh vong, mot xa hdi ma & d6 cha
nghia ca nhan dugc dé cao tuyét ddi, con ngudi chi séng vi
minh va chi nghi cho ban than minh. Diéu nay ciing hoan
toan khac kiéu tiéu thuyét hiép si v6i nhitng anh hing sin
sang xa than vi tinh yéu, vi loi ich qudc gia, dan toc.

Nhiéu nha nghién ctru da nd Iyc dua ra sy cit nghia
dbi voi cac dic diém cua thé loai picaresque, trong s6 do,

ching t6i nhan thay Claudio Guillen d4 tong hop duoc
twong ddi toan dién cac dic diém chinh cia thé loai nay:
Dau tién va quan trong nhit, picaro 1la mot dua tré mo coi,
¢6 nghia vy phai ty bao v¢é minh trong mdt moéi trudng ma
anh ta khong dugc chuén bi sin sang. Tat ca cac gia tri phai
duoc kham pha lai boi anh ta; anh ta song bén 18 xa hoi,
khong tham gia ciing khong tir chdi dong loai ciia minh, va
trong qua trinh do, trai qua su thay doi va truong thanh.
Thr hai, tiéu thuyét bom nghich 1a mét cau chuyén ké ngoi
thir nhat, mot tu truyén gia; moi thir trong cau chuyén déu
duoc t6 mau béng kha nang cam thy, hoac dugc loc qua
tam tri, cia nguoi ké chuyén. Pac diém tht ba 1a hé qua tat
yéu ciia dc diém hai 14 cai nhin ctia ngudi ké chuyén con
phién dién va thanh kién. Tht tw, hé quan diém ctia picaro
1a phan 4nh, triét hoc, phé phan trén co s& ton gido hodc
dao due. Picaro véi tu cach 1a mot nha triét hoc “lién tuc”
khong ngimg hoc hoi; mdi ngudi hodc mdi hanh dong 1a
mot “vi du” kha di d6i voi anh ta. Thir nam, tiéu thuyét
bom nghich luén c6 mét do cang nhét dinh vé mirc do vat
chét cua su ton tai hodc sinh séng, vé hién thyc u tbi va tién
bac. Thir sau, picaro trong cudc phiéu luu cia minh di
chuyén theo chiéu ngang qua khong gian thuc va chidu doc
theo hé tu tuong xa hoi. Cudi cling, cudn tiéu thuyét co
nhiéu tap 1ong 1éo, duoc xau chudi lai v6i nhau nhu mot
doan tau chd hang va duong nhu khong co6 méi lién két
chung nao khac ngoai nhan vat anh hung. Trén day la su
tom lugc ly thuyét vé tiéu thuyét bom nghich cta Guillen,
chiing toi cling dua trén co so 1y thuyét nay dé khao sat tac
pham nham chi 16 sy ké thira ciing nhu nhitng d6i méi cua
Saul Bellow véi thé loai nay (Guillen, 2015).

O Viét Nam, picaresque novel thuong duoc dich 1a
thé loai tiéu thuyét bom nghich, hodc tiéu thuyét du dang.
Cugc phiéu luu cua Augie March 1la mét cau chuyén hién
dai mang déu 4n thé loai bom nghich truyén théng, nhu
su ndi tiép huyén thoai gdc (Monomyth) vé hanh trinh ciia
nguoi hing (Hero s Journey) trong thé giGi hién dai, mot
¢6 mau khong ngimg tai sinh dudi nhiéu bién thé*,

2.2. Cuéc phiéu lwu cua Augie March va cac dac
trwng cua tiéu thuyét bom nghich

2.2.1. C6t truyén hanh trinh (journey plot) vé&i
céu trac nhiéu phan (episodic structure)

Cbt truyén 16n bao trim 1én toan bd cudn tiéu thuyét
Cugc phiéu luu cua Augie March chinh 1a hanh trinh cta

5V khai niém Monomyth, xin xem thém: (Nguyen, 2012).
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chang thanh nién My gdc Do Théi Augie March miét mai
di tim kiém “mot s6 phan du t6t dep” (Bellow, 2020, 39)
cho riéng minh. Pay 1a nhiém vu duy nhét dugc Augie
March dit ra cho ca cudc hanh trinh, mot st ménh bat
kha ma anh chua bao gio dat duoc. Mot chudi cac sy kién
dugc Augie tuong thuat lai tir nhitng nim thédng song
cung gia dinh ¢ Chicago, cting Thea dén Mexico xa xbi
san than lan, quay trd vé New York cau hon Stella roi lai
sang dinh cu tai Paris,... Nhiing su kién nay dién ra véi
tdc d6 nhanh chong, b at, su kién nay tiép ndi sy kién kia
hét nhu dong chay hdon loan ciia xa hoi ma Augie sinh
ton. Moi sy kién 1a mot manh ghép va clng véi nhau
chung xau chudi lai tao nén cbt truyén phiéu luu hét stc
doc d4o cia thién tiéu thuyét. Cot truyén trong tac pham
cua Saul Bellow dugc Keith Opdahl nhan xét la v cung
“cang thing, sbng dong” (Opdahl, 1979, 15) véi rat nhiéu
bién cb, su kién thang tram trong cudc doi cua Augie. bé
phit hop véi ¢dt truyén phiéu luu, bdi canh ciu chuyén
cling duoc mo rong hon bao gio hét. Nhing con ngudi ma
Augie gap g0 thudc di moi téng 16p, dia vi trong xa hdi,
Augie dugc dit trong mot moi truong dong dic, chat choi,
phan anh 1 nét xa hoi hdn loan ma anh dang ¢6 sinh ton.

Thién tiéu thuyét mé ra véi khong gian rong 16n ciia
bang Chicago, Hoa Ki sau do6 cung vdi budc chan du
hanh ciia Augie March khong gian duogc ndi dai thém tir
My sang Mexico, dén Paris roi vé lai New York. Céac
khong gian dich chuyén lan luot xuat hién gin véi nhiing
bién cb, su kién thang tram trong cudc doi cia Augie. Co
thé thiy, cac khong gian xut hién trong tic pham thuong
dong duc, chat choi, véi du moi tﬁng 16p, phan anh rd nét
moi truong hon loan ma Augie dang vat 16n dé ton tai.
Vian phong cong doan cua Augie la mot noi nhu vay, né
ludn trong tinh trang mét kiém soat boi “du hang nguoi
kéo dén” (Bellow, 2020, 385). Tir “nhén loai trong thé
gidi cia nha kho, ctia ting ham chang chit ng nudc, cua
mo than” dén “nhén vién bao tri, ddm quy luy kiém com;
hay mot ga cong tudc ngudi Phap...” (Bellow, 2020,
385). Xa lim noi Augie bi tong giam tam thoi ciing nhoi
nhét chat climg nguoi cing véi “tiéng mut chudt tuc tiu,
tiéng 1& ludi vo ndn oe, tiéng doi bon cau, tiéng nhai
giong khi dot va nhiing 101 1€ thach thuc” (Bellow, 2020,
207). Tét ca da pho bay tran trui mot moi truong bat on,
nhdn nhao va qua taii ma Augie dwong phai ddi dién.

Tac ph?im con noi bat voi sy xuat hién nhiéu 1an loai
khong gian trong cac phuong tién di chuyén. Loai khong
gian nay rat dic luc trong viéc thé hién hanh trinh phiéu
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luu ciia Augie March. Hinh anh nhiing chiéc xe, nhiing
chuyén tau toc hanh hay tau thay déu gin lién véi cac
chang duong doi cua Augie. Trong phan doan Augie phai
lan trén canh sat sau vu dwa ngudi vugt bién trai phép ciing
Joe Gorman, khong gian chuyén tau hién 1én mét cach noi
bat. D6 1a khung canh mot doan tau “t6i om”, “chd qua
nhiéu nguoi di 1au vé” (Bellow, 2020, 199) véi nhiing toa
xe “cii k¥, hu hong gi sét, chat ddy rom va gidy vun” ma
Augie da phai trai qua mot dém dai dang déc trong “céi 6
t0i tan, hoi thdi” (Bellow, 2020, 200) 4y. Trudc mat nguoi
doc hién lén mdt canh tuong 101 ren, mat trat ty voi “dﬁy
nhiing tiéng ho hen bénh hoan, tiéng rén ri lau bau, tiéng ¢
hoi vi an phai do thiu thoi, tiéng gidy va rom sot soat, tiéng
thd dai hay tiéng thd hat ra day bat man” (Bellow, 2020,
200). Hinh mau khong gian nay rat gan véi chiéc bé cua
Huckleberry Finn va Jim trong Nhitng cudc phiéu luu cua
Huckleberry Finn cia Mark Twain. Trén chiéc bé bé nho
troi doc dong song Missisippi, hai cau bé da bang hoang
nhan ra sy thdi nat cta xa hoi thoi by gio véi su ky thi
chiing toc v6 cing sau sic. Nhur vy cdt truyén hanh trinh
dang nhu Guillien da khai quat khong chi mo ra theo chiéu
ngang ma con md theo chiéu doc, theo bé sau cia tu tudng.

Pé gay 4n tuong manh vé&i sy hdn loan “chaotic
world” nhur mgt dic trung can ban cia thé gidi truyén
bom nghich nhu Mary E. Dester khiang dinh (Dester,
1969, 5), cbt truyén phiéu lieu - hanh trinh trong tic pham
con dugce khic hoa qua khong gian nghé thuat dam twong
phan giira bong tbi va anh sang, gitra trdt tu vai 16n x0n,
giita gidu sang va nghéo hén. Hinh anh béng tbi xuét hién
ngay mot ddm nét, dan thay thé cho hinh dnh 4nh sang
nhu mot sy khé“ing dinh vé cudc doi ngdy mot tam t61, mat
phuong hudng cua Augie. Tt khi Georgie ra di, Augie da
nhan ra ngoi nha cua minh khong con nhu trudc nira. Sy
ngay tho va tinh yéu kho dai cia Georgie nhu mdt tia
sang 4m ap soi roi ng6i nha, xua di bong t61 boi su ha
khéc tir cac luat 1é cua ngoai Lausch. Gio day, cdu bé da
bi tong vao dudng vién va ngdi nha ciing tré' nén “nho bé,
t6i tim, tam thuong hon trude, nhitng thir timg sang sua
cao quy da mat di vé hap dan, sang trong... nhiing gi hao
nhoang, béng bay, 1ong liy, ruc r& di bi quét sach”
(Bellow, 2020, 73). Ngay cé& nhitng noi tuéng nhu luén
hién dién 4nh sang cong 1y nhu don canh st ciing ngap
day bong tbi: “don canh sat & khu Ty Chicago that tim
t6i! Ti vo ciing! D6 1a mot noi hong hoc, bénh tat, dau
ddén” (Bellow, 2020, 269). Sy tha hoa, bang hoai dao diic
clia con ngudi di khién bong t6i phu tran ra khip thé gioi.
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Thién tiéu thuyét cling t6 dam sy khac biét gitia trat ty
v6i hon loan, giita giau sang véi nghéo hén trong cac
khong gian dé cho thdy su trong phan, phan biét giai ting
trong mot x4 hoi vat chat 1én ngdi. Nha cua di dugng
Coblin Iuén Iuén sach s&, moi thir déu ngin nép, phang
phiu, sang bong. Cac do vat “nam ding chd - déu tam tip
nhur trong sanh tu vién hay bat ctr noi ndo ma tinh yéu cua
Chuia san sang trao ban” (Bellow, 2020, 33). Trai lai,
canh tuong trong ngdi nha cia Augie 1on xon, cac do
dung bi viit lung tung khip noi. Duong nhu, ¢ khong gian
nay, ta khong tim thiy duoc su trat ty, moi thir déu hdn
don, hét nhu vé van can nha nhd bé khac trong khu o
chudt, nhiing noi ma chéng mot ai ban tAm doai hoai.
Nhur vay, giéng nhu cac tac pham khac thudc thé loai tiéu
thuyét bom nghich’, ciu trac thién tiéu thuyét cua Saul
Bellow chia 1am nhiéu chang nhu cac tap trong mét bo
phim. Tuy nhién néu “cdt truyén bom nghich chi don thuan
thuat lai cac manh v& roi rac xay ra sau khi phan manh”
(Donadieu, 2000, 12) thi c6t truyén ctia Nhitng cudc phiéu
lweu ciia Augie March tuong d6i chit ché. Cau trac truyén
gdm nhiéu tap riéng 1& c6 sy phat trién va cao trao, dugc
dan cai, 16ng ghép vao nhau dé cing dan t6i cai dich 1a
“mot s6 phan dii t6t dep” (Bellow, 2020, 39) ma Augie
March hang ao udc. Céc tap truyén chira dung nhiéu tinh
tiét bat ngd, ngau nhién, diing véi tinh than ciia thé loai tiéu
thuyét bom nghich: nhu viéc 1 ra budi toi hém d6 Augie
March phai di duy 18 tt nghiép trung hoc thi thay vao do,
anh lai cting Einhorn dén mot nha thd, hay tinh hudng khi
Augie sap sira tro thanh con ré nha Magnus thi lai bi Kelly
phat hién minh dang dua c6 ban thdn Mimi di pha thai,...

5Chéng han trong tic pham duoc xem 1a khéi ngudn cia
kiéu tidu thuyét picaresque 13 Lazarillo de Tormes (1554, tac
gia khuyét danh) ciia TAy Ban Nha, cic chuong ké lai 1an luot
cac ching duong phiéu dat ciia cau bé Lazaro. Hodc mot cubn
sach nbi tiéng khac ciia TAy Ban Nha thdi Phyc Hung 1a Don
Quixote (Miguel de Cervantes, 1605-1615) ciing dugc xép vao
dong bom nghich dién hinh véi cau triic episodic structure gbm
2 phin va 120 chuong dwa “chang quy toc tai ba xir Mantra”
rong rudi khép noi tir thanh thi dén thén qué, tir canh ddng dén
nii non vuc thim. Tuong ty nhu thé, mot tidu thuyét quen thudc
v6i doc gia vin chuong khip thé gidi 1a Cude phiéu heu cia
H.Finn (Mark Twain, 1884) ciing sir dung mé hinh cét truyén
kiéu picaresque d& k& vé hanh trinh ciia nhan vét phiéu luu c6
xuét than tir ting 16p thdp hodc ké mao danh (the adventures of
a rogue or lowborn adventurer) [Xem thém: (The Editors of
Encyclopaedia Britannica, n.d)].

Viée sir dung céu triic nhiéu tip da chia cudc hanh
trinh 16n cta Augie thanh nhimg tdp nho véi nhiéu cude
phiéu Iuu, sip xép thanh mot chudi tir nhimg ngay dau
Augie séng véi gia dinh & Chicago dén nhimng nim thang
lang bat khap moi ngd ngach dé tim ké sinh nhai va quan
trong hon 1a di tim ban than minh. Qua mdi cudc phiéu luu,
nhu cac picaro truyén théng, Augie dan tim ra dugc chan
1y. Tuy nhién, néu chan 1y ma picaro dién hinh nhan ra la
su that vé x4 hoi vat chét, vé cach loi dung ngudi khac,. ..
thi Augie March lai khdm pha dugc sy that vé ban chét con
nguoi minh. Nhiing cudc va cham cho phép Augie dugc
nhin nhan vé minh sau mdi ching dudng. Phan doan
Einhorn tro chuyén véi Augie March sau vu cudp ctra hang
ban do da da khién anh 1an dau tién nhan thitc mot céch rd
nét vé ban than. Augie March duoc day cho bai hoc khong
duoc an cudp mot cach tring tron dé rdi phai vao til ra toi,
chang thiéu nién ngudi Do Thai cling hiéu dugc mot su
that rang ¢ anh ludn “c6 mdu thudn” (Bellow, 2020, 142)
bén trong. Duong nhu cang dan than vao cudc hanh trinh,
thé gidi va con nguodi xung quanh Augie cang bién doi
nhanh chéng. Pau tién thé gidi ctia anh chi xoay quanh mot
gia dinh nho bé nhung rdi thé gidi ciia Augie dan trg thanh
gudng quay chong mat véi dia moi loai ngudi. Cling véi s
gia ting yéu t6 phiéu luu, tinh tiét cic chuong truyén ciing
van dong mé rong tir nhitng ndm thang binh yén dén khi
cudc doi Augie dan tré nén tim toi, mat phuong hudng.
Cung véi d6, Augie ciing nhan thic duoc su théi nat,
xudng cap ciia xa hoi. Qua mdi tap, méi truong Augie sinh
t6n cang boc 10 rd ban chét x4u xa, hon tap ctia nd. Cac
chuong truyén duoc td chirc véi su tuwong phan rd rét, dé
qua d6 1am ndi bat sé phan day may rii cia Augie ciing
nhu cho théy buc tranh u tdi v& mot xa hoi rdi ren, bién
dong. Dé rdi sau tit ca nhitng gi d ném trai, Augie tam
lanh khoi nhitng x6 bd ciia doi thuong, chay trén khoi
“dbng d6 nat cua thé gidi hién dai” (Bellow, 2020, 612) dé
tim vé chdn binh yén trong tam hon. Nhiing bién c6 da xay
ra khong giét chét Augie ma tri lai con khién anh tro nén
manh mé& hon bao gid hét. Chinh vi thé, diém cudi cau
chuyén d xudt hién hinh anh bién ca dai dién cho sy vinh
hang cta y chi, niém tin va khat vong trong Augie March.
2.2.2. Nhéan vat “bom nghjch” Augie March - ga
phan anh huang dworc tao ra tie nhieng nghich ly

Chang thanh nién Augie March, nhan vét trung tdm
trong Cuoc phiéu luu cia Augie March 1a mét hinh tuong
mang nhing dic trung cua kiéu tiéu thuyét bom nghich.
Tuy nhién, vdi sy sang tao cua Saul Bellow, nhan vat nay
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da trd nén méi mé, ddm chét hién dai. Khong don thuan
12 mot nhan vat ddm tinh hién thyc, nhim phéan ung lai
v6i mo hinh hiép si 1y tuéng thoi trung c6 (nhu cach
Cervantes xay dung qua Don Quixote) hay phan anh thoi
dao dtic gia, su bang hoai xa hoi (nhu William Thackeray
ngu ¥ trong Hoi cho phit hoa®), xuyén sudt cau chuyén la
hanh trinh ton tai va ty nhan thic vé ban than cua Augie
March, mot kiéu “truy tim ban thé” von 1a cha dé ndi bat
trong van hoc hién dai. Sy xdo tra cia mot nhan vat bom
nghich truyén théng & Augie March gid day duoc hoa 1dn
voi vé duyén déng, ngdy tho va c6 phan kho khao ciia chang,
nhimg khat vong tinh than dugc xép ngang véi nhimg toan
tinh vat chat, nhitng ngu ¥ cham biém xa hoi lam nén cho
hanh trinh kham pha ban ngi..., tit ca lam nén nhiing
nghich 1y rat riéng, rit doc d4o ctia nhan vat nay.

Picaro hay con goi 1a nhan vat bom nghich 1a hinh
tugng duoc sang tao ra nhu mét sy khiéu khich véi hinh
tuong hiép si hoan hao trong cac tiéu thuyét ling man
hiép si. Chinh vi thé, hinh tugng nay dugc xem nhu hinh
tuong phan anh hing, mang ¢am déu an ciia chii nghia
hién thuc. Picaro thuong c6 xuét than tir nhitng tang 16p
thap, dudi day xa hoi voi nguon goe khong rd rang. Ho
som phai ty buon chai véi cude doi va trén hanh trinh tim
kiém nhing loi ich ca nhan, ho dan tré thanh mot ké Iira
dao, xao quyét. Augie March dugc xdy dung nhu mot
picaro dién hinh. M dau cau chuyén, Augie March dua
chung ta dén vai khu 6 chudt tai Chicago tbi tam thoi Pai
suy thodi & M véi nhitng tang him hoi ham, 4m thap, 6
chinh 13 noi ma anh sinh ra va I1én 1én. Ngudn goc cua
Augie khong 16 rang, anh khong hé biét cha minh 1a
nguoi nhu thé nao ma chi mo ho biét qua 16i ké ctia anh
Simon rang ong 1a mot tai xé xe tai. Goc gac dan di cu
Do Thai cling véi sy nghéo kho di day gia dinh Augie
xudng ting bac thdp kém nhit trong xa hoi. Moi ngudi
bay t6 thai d¢ khinh bi va chan ghét véi nha Augie: “gia
dinh t6i chi 1a mot nhiim dan Do Thai séng gitra bon ho. ..
thi thoang bon toi bi rugt dudi, bi ném da, bi xity ché ra
cin, bi danh déap vi 1a ké giét Chua” (Bellow, 2020, 19).

Vanity Fair (W. Thackeray) dugc xut ban hang thang
mbt loat 19 tip (volume) trudc khi in thanh mét tap duy nhét
vao nam 1848 véi phu d& Mgt cudn tiéu thuyét khéng c6 anh
hung (A Novel without a Hero), phan anh sy quan tdm cua
Thackeray trong viéc giai c4u tric nhitng quy wéc vé chii nghia
anh huing trong van hoc.
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Augie March ké vé tat ca nhiing chuyén nay véi mot thai
do dung dung, dudng nhu anh da qua quen vai viée bi gat
ra ngoai ria cua xa hoi dén o chfmg mudn ddi co, tranh
cii. Augie tu luc kiém sdng va gitp d& gia dinh ngay tir
khi con nho, anh lang bat day d6 va lam du moi loai nghé
trén doi. Tir nhén vién phat to roi cho rap Ngoi Sao, nguoi
gitip viéc cho nha di Anna Coblin, dén lam trg 1y cho cha
Einhorn, ngudi miu cho hiéu trang phyc cua 6ng ba
Renling... C6 thé thdy, cudc sdng cua Augie nay day mai
d6, di chuyén lién tuc va dudng nhu khong bao gid co
diém dimg.

“Pu thtr thuong vang ha cam” 1a cum tur Augie dung
dé “mé ta can cot” (Bellow, 2020, 39) cua toan b cude
doi anh. Tiéu thuyét bom nghich véi cdt truyén day
nhiing tinh tiét ngau nhién, bat ngd da khién van ménh
clia picaro thay d6i khong ngimg. Tac gia Mary E. Dester
d3 khang dinh “sb phan cia picaro khong bao gio dugc
bao dam; anh ta chua kip dat dén mot sy an toan nht dinh
thi s6 phan cua anh ta da bj dao ngurge hoan toan” (Dester,
1969, 6 - 7). Augie March tir mot chang trai nghéo kho
song trong khu & chudt rach ruéi bdng chdc trg thanh
ngudi mau cho mot tiém dd sang trong. Tham chi, anh
con co6 co hoi trd thanh con nuoi ciia 6ng ba Renlings.
Nhung Augie di tir chdi co hoi sdng trong nhung lya va
chon dan than vao nhimng cudc phiéu luu day khé khan
va bét tric. S6 phan ciia Augie thay ddi chong mit khong
chi trong nhing cudc du hanh dé kiém song ma con ca
trong nhitng cudc phiéu luu tinh ai. C6 thé thay, nhu moi
picaro khac, con xiic xic s6 phan ciia Augie day nhiing
may rii ngau nhién, bat ngd hodc do chinh anh ty lya
chon hoac do tao hoa trao ban.

La sy phan tmg lai véi kiéu tiéu thuyét hiép si ciing
nhitng nhan vat hoan hao, dep d&, picaro ciia tiéu thuyét
bom nghich 1a nhitng con nguoi bat luong, xao quyét.
Augie March dén than vao nhitng cudc phiéu luu, tiép
xuc véi nhiéu hang ngudi va dan tré thanh ké bat luong.
Ngoai Lausch 1a nguoi dau tién da day anh nhiing tro bip
bom, ngoai da cho anh nhitng manh khoe dé loi dung
long tin cua moi nguoi nhim dat dwgc muc dich ca nhan
cua minh. Qua ngoai, anh hoc dugc cach “phdt 1o va bo
qua nhitng su that ranh r&” (Bellow, 2020, 10). Bang cach
d6, nhimng thoi hu, tat xau da dan trod thanh mot phan
trong tinh cach ciia Augie va bién anh thanh mot gi phan
anh hing, mot ké theo chii nghia ca nhan day xao tra.
Diéu niy hoan toan phi hop véi kiéu nhan vat picaro, ho
phai “hoc cach ton tai & mot noi ma moi ngudi déu phét
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10 ho” va ho luén cb ging “dwong dau véi su gidu c6”
(Bellow, 2020, 14). Mudn ton tai trong mot xa hoi bi tién
bac théng tri, Augie budc phai tré thanh ké bip bom.
Augie khong c6 mot chd dya dich thuc va do vay anh
phai tim moi cach dé kiém sdng, bao gém ca viéc trd
thanh mot con rdi - mot diéu ma anh khong dé dang chap
nhan. D co luc, Augie cho rang “muc tiéu song don gian
cua minh chi la man Itra ddo” (Bellow, 2020, 457). Tu
dau dén cudi cudc phiéu luu ciia minh, hau nhu Augie
déu kiém ra lgi ich (ca vé mat vat chat 1an tinh than) cho
minh bang tro dbi lira. Sy gia tra, bip bom cia Augie
dugc day 1én cao do khi anh tré thanh mot nguoi dién
vién 1am tron vai ctia minh. La ngudi mau cho hiéu d6
cua ong ba Renling, anh rii bo sy nghéo hén va mac 1én
minh nhitng “bd quan 40 banh bao”, “ding sau mot quay
hang 16ng 1iy bac nhat” (Bellow, 2020, 157) nhu kiéu
mdt anh Xuan téc d6 trong tiém Au phuc ciia nha Vin
Minh (tiéu thuyét S6 do cua Vii Trong Phung & mot khia
canh nao d6 ciing kha gidng tiéu thuyét bom nghich
phuong Tay). Mot chang thanh nién Do Thai thap kém,
that hoc gio ddy d 1a mot phan ciia gidi thugng luu, “day
hiéu biét voi dam gai tré nha giau, dam dan choi 14 thanh
vién cac hop dém dong qué va dam sinh vién dai hoc...”
(Bellow, 2020, 157). Dudi sy ap dat cua ba Renling,
Augie khoac 1én chiéc mat na “phu phiém” (Bellow,
2020, 158), gia tao. Tuy nhién, mot hinh mau 1y tuéng,
hoan hao khéng phai 1a diéu ma picaro huéng dén. Chinh
vi thé, du ¢6 ¢ ging bao nhiéu di nita, Augie van chi la
mdt ké gia mao, mot nguoi dang ¢b che lép di dia vi xa
hoi thap kém that sy cia minh. Augie nhan thirc duoc
phan ndo sy bat lvong, x4u xa trong con ngudi minh va
anh da ty thdt 1én rang c6 18 chinh anh “s& xuéng md ma
chang c6 hy vong nao dé trd thanh mot nguoi tot dep
hon” (Bellow, 2020, 49).

Tinh cach ciia Augie chii yéu hién 1én & mit x4u voi
nhitng biéu hién ciia sy bip bom. Nhung phai néi rang,
nhur céc kiéu nhan vat picaro pho bién, Augie trong thién
truyén van 1a mot ga bat hao dang mén. Trudc hét, Augie
dugc moi nguodi yéu quy vdi vé ngodi banh trai cung tinh
cach thong minh, vo tur, lac quan. Khi bi moi ngudi coi
thuong, xic pham vi gdc gac Do Thai cia minh, Augie
van “cudi cot, hén ha, phét 167, anh vo tu va “khong
thich 1am minh mét moi” (Bellow, 2020, 19) bdi nhiing
su viéc nhu thé. Vé ngoai dep trai ciia anh ciing da gay
thién cam v&i nhiéu nguoi, tham chi 6ng ba Renling ciing
mud6n nhan anh 1am con nuéi va lo ling chu toan cho anh.

Trong nhiéu hoan canh, ngay ca khi tuong nhu roi vao
budc dudng cing, Augie van ching té minh 1a mot ké lac
quan. Anh khang dinh minh “luén ¢6 viéc gi d6 dé lam”
(Bellow, 2020, 211) va tir chdi khoan tién 50 xu ctia me
du lac ay anh dang that nghiép. Anh ciing 1a mot nguoi
6 tu chat thong minh, ham hoc hoéi. Thay vi trdm sach
dé ban anh lai trom vé dé doc va nghién ngim, suy tu.
Tiép theo, Augie dang mén boi vi anh tran trong tinh cam
gia dinh. Du anh bip bgm va xao tra, nhung sau trong anh
van c6 nhimng tinh cim chan thanh. Augie dau long khi
chimg kién ciu em kho khao Georgie ctia minh bi tong
vao dudng vién. Anh da ¢ danh hau hét thoi gian cho
Georgie trong thang cudi cing ciu bé con duoc & nha.
Tham chi Augie con x6t thuong cho cai chét ciia ngoai
Lausch dui ba da ddi xir véi anh rat cay nghiét va ha khac.
Khi nghe tin ba cu mat anh cam thiy “that dau dén nhu
bi dao ddm”, anh “khéng thé ding vimg hay ctr dong, chi
con nudce ngdi xudng...” (Bellow, 2020, 210). Khong chi
lac quan, yéu gia dinh, Augie con hét sirc ngay tho va dé
thuong khi roi vao ludi tinh. Mot khi da rung dong, Augie
s& bt chép tat ca dé lao vao chinh phuc c¢6 gai ma minh
yéu, ciing nhu 1am moi diéu dé bao vé tinh yéu ay.
Augie twong dong véi picaro trong thé loai tiéu
thuyét bom nghich truyén thong & chd chang la mot
nguoi c6 doc nhu cach ma Gullien nhan dinh: “picaro 1a
mdt ké lac 16ng, mot sinh thé biét 1ap” (Guillen, 2015,
114). Tuy nhién khac véi cac ga bom nghich khac, Augie
khong co doc chi vi anh dang ton tai mot minh trong x3
hoi hon loan ma anh ¢6 doc chi yéu 13 boi niém khao
khat phiéu Iuu, uéc vong ty do va khing dinh ban than
clia anh. Véi nhiing li tuong tinh than dep d& dy, anh qua
1a “mot thh gi d6 khac thuong” (Bellow, 2020, 494) nhu
161 Clem da nhén xét. Khat vong phiéu luu cua anh da
khién cho anh khong thé hai long véi cudc séng hién tai,
anh khong bao gid ngimg lai ma di chuyén lién tyc “Chiia
0i, toi la ké chay theo nhitng diéu t6t dep, no 1€ cua tinh
yéu, ké tham gia cac ké hoach, ké nay ra nhiing y tuong
cao siéu, va 1a mot gi ngdc ham vui! (Bellow, 2020, 492).
Chinh khat vong theo dudi “mot sb phan du tot dep”
(Bellow, 2020, 39), cung 1y tuéng tur do va niém tin vao
tinh yéu da khién Augie trg thanh mot kiéu picaro hién
dai. Anh dit nhimg khat khao vé tinh thin ngang bang
v6i nhitng nhu cau vé vat chit, va doi khi anh con gat bd
vat chat dé ton thd niém mong wdc clia minh. Anh kién
quyét khong tham du vao moi ké hoach ma nguoi khac
dé ra cho anh, anh chi muén “vach ké hoach dé xuét hién
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that khac biét” (Bellow, 2020, 458). Thé nhung cang tién
sau vao cudc phiéu luu dé tim kiém va khang dinh minh,
Augie lai cang thau subt duoc sy bat Iyc ciia ban than. Xa
hoi hén loan da chi phéi manh mé& &n tinh cach cua
Augie, va tinh cach cta Augie lai quyét dinh s6 phan ctia
anh. Ngay tr phin m¢ dau thién tiéu thuyét, Augie da
nhén manh diéu d6 qua 10i cia triét gia Heraclitus “con
ngudi tinh sao s6 vay” (Bellow, 2020, 9). M6i trudng hon
loan vé6i day ray nhing dbi lira di bién Augie tré thanh
mdt con ngudi trdi véi uGc mudn cua anh. Anh cang ky
vong minh s& tot dep thi thuc té lai cang day anh chim
xudng nhitng hd sdu ciia sy xau xa, bat lvong. Du khong
mud6n nhung Augie ciing phai xudi theo dong chay x6 bo
clia thé gioi. Poi luc, anh ¥ thirc sau sic va khat khao
chay tron khoi thyc tai hdn don dang bua vay minh. Tuy
nhién, cang ving vay thoat ra, thi Augie lai cang bat lyc
trude vong xoay khing khiép cia thé giéi. Augie dan
danh mét ban than minh, anh thoa hi€p véi xa hoi mot
cach day mién cudng va van nai: “Chua oi...xin Ngudi
giit cho con dimg bi cubén vao mét trong nhitng dong
nudc vi dai kia nira, noi con khong thé 1a chinh minh”
(Bellow, 2020, 475). Khat vong thoat khoi thé giéi hon
don manh liét d&én d9, anh mong rang minh s& két thuc
chuyén di va tim dugc mét cai dich, mot noi ma anh thudc
vé “Tdi udc minh c6 mot s phan 16 rang hon va c6 thé
tir bo chuyén hanh huong nay” (Bellow, 2020, 483).
Nhung dit mong muén cudc doi don gian, nhung chinh
anh da troi theo dong chay phiirc tap ciia cudc doi mét roi.
Dén day, c6 thé thiy Augie March 1a mot con ngudi tran
dﬁy nhitng nghich ly. Ban than sy ton tai cla anh da 1a
mdt nghich 1y, gitta xa hoi vat chét 1én ngoi, anh lai 1a
mot ké “giau tinh cam” (Bellow, 2020, 494). Anh khao
khat mot cude doi tét dep, nhung nhimg ¢ ging va sy
lya chon cta anh lai tré thanh tha vii dap cudc doi anh.
Anh mong mu6n mét cudc séng don gian nhung lai chang
thé yén phén va ciing chang bao gi phan dau vi mot cude
song nhu thé. Y thirc 18 vé quyén lyc cua ké gidu co
nhung anh khong bao gid cam chiu sy ap dit cua ho vi
anh 13 mot nguoi “cd cai siéu téi rat manh” (Bellow,
2020, 459). Tuy nhién, cang tuyén bb hing hon vé 1& song
clia minh bao nhiéu thi nhitng mo wdc tét dep dy ciia anh
cang bi de bep boi nhitng xa hoi rdi ren, boi nhing thir
vat chat ma anh cho 1a tim thuong bay nhiéu. Augie 13
mdt phan ciia nhing cudng quay, gia tra cudc doi va anh
da thoa hiép v6i xa hoi Ay mot cach bét Iyc. Du ¢b thuyét
phuc minh da truéng thanh sau nhiing va vap, nhung

Augie khong thé chdi bo duogc su that rang cudc doi anh
van 1a “mot cudc doi dang that vong” (Bellow, 2020,
492). Tuy vay anh van hai 1ong v6i nhitng gi ma s6 phan
trao cho minh béi 18 nhu Mintouchian noi “tha chét véi
con ngudi thyre clia minh con hon séng mai 1a mot ngudi
xa la” (Bellow, 2020, 492). Augie van la Augie nhung
trén chuyén hanh trinh ciia doi minh, Augie da thu nhan
dugc nhitng bai hoc dat gia. it ra anh ciing da nd Iyc
huéng dén mot s6 phan tot dep du chi chude 1ay that bai.
Augie van 1a Augie, ca diéu xau 1an diéu t6t. Niém lac quan
clia anh van bimg chdy & nhiing trang cudi cting cta cau
chuyén “Tao hoa khong thing ndi ching ta” (Bellow,
2020, 612). Nhiing “that bai tai 1an ranh nd luc” (Bellow,
2020, 613) cta Augie March 1a biéu tugng cho hi vong vé
gidc mo MY - gidc mo ctia mot dat nudc tran ngap co hoi
cho nhiing ai ddm dau tranh dé khang dinh chinh minh.

Saul Bellow da ca‘ip cho nhan vat ciia minh mdt strc
séng ménh liét hon rat nhiéu nhitng nhan vat bgm nghich
khac, dé anh nhin doi mot cach lac quan dau bj roi vao
nhiing hoan céanh tré tréu nhat. Viéc dit nhan vat vao rat
nhiéu hoan canh trg tréu trong cudc séng nhu cac phép
thir danh cho khat khao khang dinh ban sic ca nhan cua
Augie théng qua d6 cho thay cach Augie duong dau véi
cudc song day khac nghiét. Augie twong dong véi
Huckleberry Finn ¢ chd ho luén nhin thé gidi vi mot thai
do6 lac quan, xa hoi qua con mét cua ho vira u tdi nhung
ciing vira lap lanh anh sang va cing tran nhya song. Tuy
nhién néu Finn quay lung lai v&i thé gi6i, tro vé voi tu
nhién thi Augie lai hoa minh vao xa hoi, chép nhan séng
va dbi dién v6i nhitng ngdn ngang, chat choi ciia no.
Nhiéu nha van cung thoi voi Bellow mang cam himg bi
quan vé cai chét, vé sy tan diét cua xa hoi con ngudi nhu
James Joyce trong Ngwoi Dublin (1914), Thomas Mann
trong Chét ¢ Venice (1912), T.S.Eliot trong bai tho Pt
hoang (1922),... thi Bellow thong qua Cugc phiéu luvu
ciia Augie March véi thé loai bom nghich lai truyén cho
nguoi doc niém tin vé sy séng.
2.2.3. Tinh chat ty truyén v6i nguoi ké chuyén
ngéi thir nhat

Mot dic diém ndi bat cua kiéu tiéu thuyét bom
nghich 14 thudng dugc ké theo hinh thie tu truyén. Nhan
vat trung tim dong thoi déng vai trd ngudi ké chuyén,
tuong thuat va 1i giai nhitng sy viéc cua doi minh, dudi
goc nhin ciia minh dé diac két nhing suy nghi, nhiing
chiém nghiém.
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Trong Cudc phiéu leu ciia Augie March, ngudi ké
chuyén ngbi thir nhat chinh 1a nhan vat Augie March.
Anh ty thuét lai cau chuyén vé chinh minh “Téi 14 dén
M¥, qué Chicago - Chicago, cai chén am dam 4y, va toi
hanh xir nhu van tu rdn minh...” (Bellow, 2020, 9). O
phan cudi tac pham, sau khi trai qua v van nhitng bién
¢b trong cudc doi, Augie da thira nhan anh “bién hoi ky,
v6i tu cach mot du khach” nim trong tay “rat nhiéu thoi
gian” (Bellow, 2020, 593). Xuyén sut tic pham, anh
dong vai trd 1a nguoi truc tiép dan dit, ké lai cau chuyén
vé cudc doi minh va ciing 1 “nhan ching duy nhét cua
nhiing sy kién dugc ké” (Guillen, 2015, 433). Nhan vat
“t6i” dan dat nguoi doc kham pha vé cudce chu du bét tan
clia cudc doi anh, tir nhitng ngay tho bé sdng cling véi gia
dinh minh tai mot khu 6 chudt & Chicago dén tan khi tro
thanh mot nguoi dan ong trung nién séng & New York.
Viéce st dung ngdi ké thir nhét gitup ngudi doc co thé cam
nhan rd nét nhimng trang thai tim 1y phirc tap dién ra bén
trong Augie March, tao tinh phan anh chan that khach
quan va hién thyc dugc soi roi qua cai nhin bén trong, hét
ste cu thé va sinh dong. Nhan vat “t6i” - Augie March da
boc 10 mot cach ty do moi tdm tu, tinh cam cta minh
thong qua nhiing doan dbi thoai va dic biét 1a doc thoai
noi tim. Co thé théy, nhitng doan ddc thoai ndi tdm cua
Augie March trai dai khap tac pham. O ¢u mdi chuong,
Augie thuong dua ra nhimng chiém nghiém triét 1y cho
théy su ty nhan thirc ban than ctia minh. Ngoi thir nhét
cling déc biét chan that, manh li¢t khi miéu ta cudc déu
tranh ndi tim gay gét, quyét liét cia Augie March. Augie
March da dé nhu cdu ban ning lan at 1y tri, dé roi ty dan
vit trong dau kho khi da lira d6i Thea, khién cb roi xa
anh: “t6i ndm im r6i tham van nai, cii co v6i Thea trong
dau minh, nhung cang néi, t6i cang dudi 1y. Sao toi lai
lam thé? To6i nhan ra minh da lam nang rat dau dén”
(Bellow, 2020, 456). Nguoi doc cam nhén siu sic nhiing
dién bién tam ly té vi, phtrc tap cta nhan vat thong qua
10i ké ciia chinh anh. N&i thong kho khi thiy anh Simon
da tha hoa va bién chit, sy biét on khi chu Einhorn hay
Thea noi cho anh biét mot sy that vé ban than anh, tinh
yéu thuong véi nhiing nguoi than trong gia dinh,... tit ca
nhitng cam xuc sau kin d6 déu duge Augie tuong thuat
lai hét sirc chan thyc bang 16i van nira tryc tiép. Khi phan
boi Thea, anh tran tr¢ vi toi 161 do minh gay ra: “T6i biét
minh d4 sai... toi thdy mat minh lan tron nhu mudn rét ra
ngoai... Sai trai, 181 1am cua t6i xuat hién khap noi va giay
vo t61” (Bellow, 2020, 456). Hay luc nghe tin ngoai

Laush qua doi, anh dau kho dén muc choang vang “Tim
t6i that lai khi nghi téi canh tugng hung bao ay... Toi cb
kiém long nhung khong dugc” (Bellow, 2020, 210). Mau
thudn giira nhirg khét vong v&i kha ning, giita mong udc
dep d& véi hién thyc tan nhan da tic dong manh mé dén
nhan thirc cia Augie, 1am nay sinh nhiing ddi cyuc trong
1ong anh. Nhitng dong cam xuc ciia Augie dugc thé hién
thanh cac phan doan dai, vai sy lién tyc cua cac cau van,
chat chong 1én nhau, tuong trung cho nhiing ap luc vé sy
hén loan cua thé gidi dang dé ning 1én Augie. Yéu t6 tu
truyén bién Augie thanh mot ngudi dang “xem xét trai
nghiém vo trat tu clia anh”, dong thoi ¢b ging “tim kiém
mdt trat tu cho nhiing trai nghiém do6” (Opdahl, 1979,
19). Viéc nhdi nhét vo sd chi tiét vé nhimng suy nghi,
chiém nghiém cta anh cho théy mdt sy nd luc dé thau
hiéu tron ven c4i x3 hoi x6 bd ma anh dang séng.

Khong chi hoi tuong, ghi chép vé nhimg didu xay
dén v6i minh, Augie March con déng vai trd quan sat,
chtng kién va binh luan vé nhitng con ngudi, nhimg sy
viéc dién ra xung quanh anh. Anh bdc 16 nhitng suy nghi
clia minh vé ngoai Laush qua 16i nhan xét: “Ngoai nhau
nhi nhu tim gidy cil, 1a ké chuyén quyén, cimg rin, lim
10, 1a con 6 gia hau hau vd moi ciia mot tay Bolshevik
(Bellow, 2020, 13). Hay khi Simon bi ngudi tinh dau tién
phan boi, anh mat hét 1y tri va quyét tim lay cho bang
dugc Charlotte dé so hiru “nii tién” (Bellow, 2020, 234)
clia nha c6. Augie d ngdm ngam phan ddi trong tim
tuong: “To6i nhan ra guong mat anh Simon la guong mat
clia ké ¢ vé phia sai 1am... toi thay anh ¥ thirc dugc dong
sach ay gop phan vao viéc toi phan ddi anh” (Bellow,
2020, 235). Hay luc gdp c6 vo tuong lai Stella, anh ciing
bi thu hiit va dua ra 101 binh luan “t6i dé y ngay téi co gai,
duogc gidi thi€u don gian 1a Stella... Moi tht trén mat co
déu thanh tao, toat vé thong minh; mit cd, toi doan minh
s€ noi la tinh ta” (Bellow, 2020, 410).

C6 thé noi, viée sir dung ngoi ké thir nhat da khién
nhéan vat Augie khong tach roi cdu chuyén dugc ké ma la
nhan vét chinh cta cau chuyén d6. Augie véi tu cach la
nguoi ké chuyén 6 ngoi thir nhat xuat hién trong tic pham
nhu mot “nhan vét cia cac bién cd” (Mancing, 1979,
438). Anh vira 1a ching nhan, vira 1a nguoi tham du va
ddng thoi ciing 1a nan nhan ciia cac bién cb xay ra. Bellow
da “dat Augie vao rat nhiéu vai dién” (Shulman, 1968,
111) va lam nhling cugc thi nghiém tinh cach cta anh
trong nhiéu tinh huéng khac nhau. Ngoi ké thir nhat da
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cho phép Augie phoi bay toan bo cac dic diém cua chinh
nhan vat minh thi vai. Tuy nhién, ciu chuyén duoc dién
ra dudi lang kinh chi quan ctia mot nhan vat nén viéc
thong tin khong xac thuc hay danh gia phién dién 1a diéu
khong thé tranh khoi. Chinh vi thé, ngudi ké chuyén ngbi
thir nhat ¢ day - tic Augie - 14 mot nguoi ké chuyén
khong dang tin cay. Nhitng nhan vat khac déu dugc nhin
nhan tir géc nhin cia Augie, nén doi khi anh kho tranh
khoi sai s6t hay nham 1dn nhu viéc anh da tin tudng tuyét
ddi vao Stella cho dén khi nhan ra ¢6 da néi doi minh va
tham gia tranh chip kién tung véi nguoi tinh cii. Sy nghi
ngo vé do trung thuc ctia nguoi ké chuyén Augie da day
1én trong 1ong ban doc ngay tir nhiing trang vin mo dau,
khi anh tu nhan anh 1a mot ké thich lira déo va rat d& “tan
tam tan lyc lam ba cai tro ddi gat” (Bellow, 2020, 33).
Trong viéc danh gia chinh ban thdn minh, Augie ciing
khong that sy chac chan. Anh khong rd liéu minh c6 thay
d6i hay truong thanh hon sau ngan 4y nhing bién c6
trong cudc doi. Py chinh 1a mét trong nhimng dic trung
thd vi ctia kiéu tiéu thuyét bom nghich, khi bat phap hién
thuc lai duoc soi chiéu qua loi ké cuia mot ké “bat hao”,
mdt biéu tugng nhan vat phan anh hiing ciia thoi dai.
2.2.4. Yéu té cham biém, giéu nhai

Theo nhiéu nghién ciru di chi ra, tic pham dau tién
danh diu sy ra doi cua tiéu thuyét bom nghich 1a cudn
Lazarillo de Tormes (1554) & Tay Ban Nha. Mot loat
sang tac cua Miguel de Cervantes thoi Phuc Hung ciing
dugc xem c6 dang mau cia kiéu dang nay. Cudi thé ky
XVI, picaresque novel di khip chau Au, dic biét 1a van
hoc Anh va Phap. Tur mét phuong thure sdng tac phan ung
lai thé loai tiéu thuyét lang man hiép s, tiéu thuyét bom
nghich dong thoi chuyén tai khat vong noi loan, huéng
dén viéc phan anh thyc té va c6 tinh phé phan hon ddi véi
su thay d6i nhanh chong ciia doi séng xa hoi phuong Tay.
Vi thé mau sic cham biém, giéu nhai (satire) 1a mot trong
nhitng ddc trung ctia kiéu truyén nay.

Cugc phiéu leu ciia Augie March da sir dung yéu to
cham biém, giéu nhai mot cach da dang, tha vi nhu mot
phuong tién dé khic hoa nhan vat dong thoi thé hién
nhitng quan diém sau sic vé xa hoi. Saul Bellow dung
phong céch cua truyén tranh dé ti mi phac thao timg
duong nét chan dung cta nhan vat khién hinh anh con
nguoi va thé gidi trong tic pham xuét hién nhu nhiing
btic biém hoa. Chan dung anh Simon mang tinh than phan
hiép si dugc khic hoa diy mia mai vé6i sy ddi lap giira
“phong thai danh gi4, ddng dap ctia thd dan Iroquois nubi

CLINTS

chim dai bang”, “budc chan uyén chuyén khong lam gay
mdt canh cdy” v6i “ban tay cAm ciy lam lii cua
Cincinnatus”, “vé khon lanh cta cau bé ban diém phd
Nassau ma vé sau tro thanh sép song da tap doan”
(Bellow, 2020, 40). Yéu t6 chdm biém khéng chi hién
dién qua 101 mia mai trng ca nhan cua Augie ma con in
dam trong nhing 10i binh luan sudng si vé xa hoi cua
anh. Khi néi vé cac ngoi truong Pai hoc, Augie lién
tuong dén “cac 16p hoc khong 16 v6i du loai nhan cach
va tinh trung... sy v6 luan cilia ddm ma c0, su tro trdo cia
dam nghich tir giét nguoi than thich, sy ngay tho ctia bon
nhai keo gom...” (Bellow, 2020, 152).

Yéu t6 cham biém trong Cudc phiéu leu ciia Augie
March da dugc Saul Bellow sit dung nhu mot phuong
tién dé d6i thoai voi nhimg tu tuong tén gido, triét 1y, lich
sir, van hoa trong x4 hoi My. Diéu nay cho thiy thay tinh
than dan chu rat hién dai ciia cuén tiéu thuyét ciing nhu
su coi md, tu do cta x4 hoi My trong bdi canh thé ky XX
nhiéu bién dong. Dong thoi, nd cling phan anh nét phong
khoang, hao sang cua Augie March - mt nhan vat bom
nghich dich thyec. Yéu t6 cham biém cua tac ph.'?im chu
yéu dugc tao ra boi thii phap nhai lich sir. Cac nhan vat
thuong duogc dat trong mdi twong quan voi nhimg danh
nhén c6 that trong lich str dé qua do nhin manh, 1am ndi
bat diém twong dong hay sy khac biét vénh léch. Khi
miéu ta vé ngoai cta lao hang x6m Kreindl, Augie da so
sanh v&i nhitng nhan vat lich st vi dai: “cd ldo cang 1én
nhur thé 1d0 dang day banh xe trong phao, mit 130 d6 bung
nhu linh diéu dong... tat tat toat 1én dang vé cua mot
Napoleon. Chan ldo chodi ra ding chuan Frederick Dai
dé, nhung 130 thap hon ba tic so vdi chidu cao tiéu chuan
cua mot can v¢” (Bellow, 2020, 12). Chan dung lao
Kreindl dugc dat canh chén dung cda hai vi vua dﬁy
quyén lyc, tha phap nhai cing giong ké bong dua, hai
hudc & day da mang lai hi€u qua cao trong viéc tao nén
yéu t6 cham biém. Hinh anh ngoai Laush v6i nhitng chiéu
tro Itra bip dugc vi véi tén Nero bao chtia, hung ac thuong
“dung cong 16ng vii tim thudc doc quét vao can cd ké thu
hay ké ngang duong minh tai ban an t6i” (Bellow, 2020,
47). Augie so sanh minh v&i Fouché va Talleyrand, dé
nhan thirc duoc ban than 1a mot ké hén kém, tim thuong:
“van d¢ khong phai 1a xuét than cao quy hay 1a con ndm
trong gia thu. Fouché hay Talleyrand cling nhu nhau ca
thoi. Quan trong 1a niang khiéu...” (Bellow, 2020, 72 -
73). Hay anh ciing lién tuong anh huong tan khdc cia
cudc Dai suy thoai dbi voi gia dinh chu Einhorn nhu sy
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kién vua Cyrus danh bai vi hoang dé Croesus gidu ¢ x{r
Lydia. Hinh dnh nhitng nhén vét lich sir hién lén trong tac
pham luén gin lién nhimg 10i cudi cot, ché giu nhu:
“Bill Thompson Bé Bu” luén “ba hoa chich choe”
(Bellow, 2020, 80), Socrates “xau nhu ché gia” (Bellow,
2020, 92) nhung lai no6i 101 thanh that,...

C6 thé noi, yéu t6 cham biém trong tac pham da dugc
van dung mot cach khéo 1éo dé noi 1én su loan lac, nhiu
nhuong, dao 16n moi gia tri cia xa hdi. Ba chu khi trong
gia dinh Augie, dugc anh goi 1a “bd ba than thanh ha cap”
cung 161 mia mai “wu diém cia viéc tho phung may vi than
quén 14 ban c6 thé goi dam 4y theo bat cir cach nio ma ban
thich” (Bellow, 2020, 17). Chi tiét dy tinh cham biém nay
ngam phan 4nh mot thé giéi noi ma hdn loan chong chat,
dong tién ngy tri, con ngudi tro thanh nhitng cong cu vat
chét, ho mit dan di niém tin t6n gido va mot chd duya tinh
than thuc sy. Yéu té cham biém cling giong bong dua, hai
hudc da 1am nén & Augie mot chat bip bom rat riéng, vira
x40 trd nhung ciing lai rat thong minh, vui tinh. Anh thir
nghiém moi tinh hudng, voi thai d6 vira bat can, ché nhao
nhung ciing lai vira vui vé, phan khich. Khi Thea dén gip
anh, Augie da bay t6 sy vui mimg “Thea xuét hién véi
déng tién ciia nang, cing ¥ chi kién dinh vé tinh yéu”
(Bellow, 2020, 365). Nhung lién sau d6 13 giong gidu cot
“Oi chao, an lanh va tot dep. Hoan ho! Hay cting xay dung
mot thuec tai tot dep hon” (Bellow, 2020, 365). Hon ai hét,
Augie hiéu rd sy mong manh ctia i tinh va nhiing ndi bat
hanh ma mét tinh yéu tan v& ¢ thé gay ra. Song anh vin
kién quyét dan than dén Mexico cting Thea, nguoi ma anh
hét myc yéu thuong. Hay trong phan doan gip g& con dai
bang, Augie ciing bong dua vé qua trinh huan luyén chi
chim ctia anh va Thea trong tuong lai: “Oi chao, cir doi
day, bon t6i it nhiéu s& dudi kip than thoai” (Bellow, 2020,
383). Khung canh cudc di san cudi cliing ciia Augie v6i con
dai bang cling dam tinh cham biém, da kich hinh tugng
ngudi hi€p si truyén théng. Nhu mét hiép si thuc thuy,
Augie ciing c6 cho minh mdt con ngua Bizcocho cung khat
vong chimg minh rang Caligula c6 thé di san dugc. Anh
lao 1én lung ngua va phong theo cht dai bang nhu mot hi¢p
si chién dau vi cong 1y, thé nhung sau cting cudc di san lai
chi chude léy that bai tham hai: con ngua chét, con Augie
bi ngd v& dau va mat mot chiéc ring. Chii chim dai bang
Caligula ciing 1a mot hinh turgng it nhiéu mang yéu t6 cham
biém. Pai bang duogc coi 1a linh vat biéu tuong cho nude
My, trong tam tri cua Augie loai chim nay hién 1én vira vi
dai nhung ciing vira tim thuong. Trong mot x4 hoi vat chat,

diéu dau tién Augie nghi khi nhic vé dai bang chinh 1a hinh
n6 duge in trén to tién, roi 1i qua den cling dugc vi voi dai
bang. Mot loai chim vi dai sau 1ot chi 1a mot “ké cudp, ké
an xac th6i” (Bellow, 2020, 383) khong hon khong kém.
Con dai bang uy diing, dep ma tuogng trung cho bé ngoai
hiing manh, thinh vigng ctia nuéc My thé nhung thyc chét
n6 lai rét s¢ loai than lan Mexico va né khong thé di sin
duogc. Didu nay ngdm am chi, diu la mot cuong qubc
nhung khap nudc My van ton tai hang ha sa s6 nhing khu
) chudt. Suy rong ra, mot xa hoi du phat trién vuot bac dén
dau di nira thi van con nhiing noi tim t61, lac hdu, van con
nhiing con ngudi nhé bé bi ling quén trong mot dong hdn
don. Con dai bang cling tugng trung cho chinh Augie
March, tuy c6 nhitng khat vong 16n lao nhung lai nhut nhat
va chua bao gio thuc su ¢b ging vuot qua gisi han.

3. Két luan

Saul Bellow timg ¢ nhiing binh luan rat chan thanh
vé str ménh ctia mot nha vian dich thyc: “Mot nha van phai
thé hién ban than minh mot cach dé dang, tu nhién, phong
phti bang mot hinh thic gitp giai phéng tam tri, ning
luong cua anh ta” (Opdahl, 1979, 15 - 16). Cuoc phiéu luu
cua Augie March v6i tu cach 1a mot cude thir nghiém mai
mé ciia kiéu tiéu thuyét bom nghich da thoa mén nhu cau
sang tao ay trong Bellow. Tac pham nhur mot sy khai pha
nhiing tiém nang cua nghé thuat tu sy hién dai thé ki XX
v6i thé loai tiéu thuyét bom nghich - mét dang thirc tiéu
thuyét gan lién voi thé ki XVI. Thién tiéu thuyét da chimg
minh dugc tam voc hién thyc ciia minh khi bao quat ca mot
xa hoi hon loan voi ddy ap nhitng bién dong. Cubdn tiéu
thuyét khong don gian chi 1a nhitng ghi chép vun vit vé
cudc du hanh cta Augie March ma no that sy da dat ra
nhitng van d& siu sic vé nhan sinh quan, thé gi6i quan.
Ddng thoi, tac pham con cho thay niém tin, sy trin trong
cua Bellow v6i nhitng khat vong dich thuc cta con nguoi.
Cbt truyén phiéu luu ciing cau trac truyén chia tap khién
cac “phan doan duong doi” (Bellow, 2020, 517) cia Augie
hién 1én rd nét véi day nhitng bién cd may rii, ngau nhién.
Trén hanh trinh tim kiém va khang dinh gia tri ban than,
Augie - nhan vat trung tm ciia thién tiéu thuyét, ga phan
anh hing d4ng mén phai hoc cach thich nghi va ton tai.
Thé gii con ngudi xung quanh Augie déng duc, nhon
nhao, ho quing minh vao dong chay 4 at, xo bd ciia moi
truong. Xa hoi hon loan chat cang nhiing sinh thé nguoi
“thang du” (Bellow, 2020, 369) 4y da don nén va tao ra
nhiing nghich 1y khong thé dung hoa trong Augie March.
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Yéu t6 tu truyén ciing ngudi ké chuyén ¢ ngdi thir nhat cho
phép nguoi doc thim nhap vao thé gidi ndi tam phirc tap
clia nhan vat. Tiéu thuyét con 1a minh chimg cho tai ning
sir dung yéu t6 cham biém bac thay cua Saul Bellow. Vi
Cuéc phiéu heu ciia Augie March, Saul Bellow da mot lan
nita 1am hoi sinh kiéu tiéu thuyét bom nghich tran day
Xung nang clia sy song, niém tin va khat vong. Tac pham
khép lai nhung khong két thic ma dén dau nhig cudc
phiéu luu méi, nhitng cudc du hanh c6 chiéu dai 1a vo cuc
va dich d&én nam & vinh hz:ing hét nhu sy vo tan cua bién
ca, cla tao hoa trong Augie.
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Abstract: Picaresque novel is one of the most pre-existing genres of novels in European literature as a provocation against the typical
Chivalric romance. The Adventure of Augie March by Saul Bellow is a good example of the return of this genre in the twentieth century.
The novel tells the story of the varied and often aimless pursuits of a young man, Augie, growing up in the decades before and during
the Great Depression, the great economic cataclysm of the 1930s. Using poetic and sociological research methods, this article focuses
on clarifying the characteristics of the picaresque novel in The Adventure of Augie March. This style writing manifested in the plot of the
journey, depicting a chaotic world where the main character Augie March - a typical picaro character in modern life - become a solitary
individual, an anti-hero man always seeking out the reason for his existence. The first-person autobiographical narrative and the satire
are also classic principles of picaresque genre that can be found in this novel. It can be sail, The Adventure of Augie March is a rebirth
of the picaresque novel genre in Saul Bellow's own way to convey contemporary problems. Thereby the readers realize the modern
anti-hero is not similar to the heroic figure of the romance, for his world is chaos and he struggles to merely survive, In a world that
ignores the rules of chivalry, the only workable rule is every man for himself.

Key words: Saul Below; picaresque novel; picaro; anti-hero; satire.



